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In 1981, Duane Anderson, then serving as state ar-
chaeologist of lowa, collaborated with the lowa Natural
Heritage Foundation and Living History Farms to develop
an interpretive program focused on Native lowan farms,
intended as a potential addition to Living History Farms
in Urbandale, lowa. A ca. 1700 loway Farm was the
first—and so far, the only—of the three proposed Native
farms to be developed. In early 2024, Duane contacted
me about co-authoring an article on the 1700 loway Farm.
Unfortunately, he died a few months later. This article
relies heavily on his planning document (Anderson 1981)
and the project’s field notes (Morrow et al. 1982). Duane
served as field director, while Dan Zweiner, the late Toby
Morrow, and I made up the field crew. This article honors
Dale Henning’s lifelong scholarship on the Oneota culture
and dedication to public outreach.

The following is excerpted from Anderson’s 1981 plan-
ning document:

The existing program at Living History Farms gener-
ally encompasses three periods of agriculture in lowa:
the Farm of the 1850s, the Farm of the ‘Turn-of-the-
Century’, and the Farm of Today and the Future. The
primary emphasis is on White man’s role or dominance
in lowa’s agriculture. It is appropriate to discuss and
interpret to the public, as an element of agriculture and
lowa’s natural resources, the role of the native lowan
or the Indian.

The contributions of the Indian civilization to agri-
culture in lowa and the United States are indeed monu-
mental. For example, maize, the forerunner of one of the
nation’s and lowa’s major crops—corn—was cultivated
and farmed by the Indians and subsequently adopted by

the White man as a food staple. Domesticated maize has
been dated in Southern Mexico as far back as 5000 B.C.

The story to be told of the Farm of the Native lowan,
the American Indian, is unique and particularly relevant
to lowa’s natural and agricultural heritage. It is indeed
a major piece of the puzzle that we need to understand
in order to develop a complete perspective on modern
agriculture and man’s relationship to the soil and our
natural resources [Anderson 1981].

Living History Farms and the lowa Natural Heritage
Foundation aimed to establish a site at Living History
Farms that accurately represented American Indian con-
tributions. The objective was to educate students and the
general public about the contributions of native peoples to
agriculture and their deep connections to the natural world.
The program was designed to offer educational opportuni-
ties across all levels—from grade school to postgraduate—
and to foster public curiosity and awareness about lowa’s
natural and cultural heritage.

The lowa Natural Heritage Foundation acted as a cata-
lyst and facilitator during the planning study by bringing
together a team of experts to work with Living History
Farms (Table 1). Initial discussions focused on the general
desirability and feasibility of such an undertaking. Study
participants brought together the technical elements of the
evaluation which were reviewed by the entire committee.
The Foundation staff then edited a feasibility report.

Six lowa cultures were initially under consideration—
Late Woodland, Mill Creek, Great Oasis, Oneota/loway,
Glenwood, and Meskwaki. Selection criteria were devel-
oped, and after evaluation, Late Woodland, Mill Creek, and
Great Oasis were dropped from consideration (Anderson
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Table 1. The 1981 Study Participants.

Name Affiliation

Ackelson, Mark Associate Director, lowa Natural Heritage
Foundation

Anderson, Adrian  Director and State Historic Preservation
Officer

Anderson, Duane
Carlson, Dave
Dunlap, Miriam
Gradwohl, David

State Archaeologist

Vice President, lowa Archaeological Society

Interpretive Specialist, Living History Farms

Professor of Anthropology, lowa State
University

Green, Steve Executive Director, Living History Farms

Kratz, Roy Building & Grounds Supervisor, Living His-
tory Farms

Morain, Tom Living History Farms

Murray, Bill President, Living History Farms

Natte, Roger
Osborn, Nancy

Professor, lowa Central Community College
Special Advisor

Runkel, Sylvan Naturalist
Schnepf, Gerald F.  Executive Director, lowa Natural Heritage
Foundation

Semken, Holmes  Professor of Geology, University of lowa

Skrdla, Willis Professor of Agronomy, lowa State University
Tiffany, Joseph Avrchaeologist
Zweiner, Dan Teacher

1981). Glenwood and Meskwaki were considered for
possible future development. Ca. AD 1700 (near the time
of Euroamerican contact) was selected to permit utiliza-
tion of ethnohistoric data and Euroamerican trade goods
to help bridge the gap between contact and precontact.
Archaeological evidence and ethnographic accounts were
thoroughly reviewed, and loway tribal members were con-
sulted. In addition to the lodges themselves and adjacent
garden featuring native crops grown by the loway, it was
envisioned that demonstrations would be encouraged to
demonstrate other aspects such as flintknapping, cooking,
and pottery manufacture based on archaeological data and
contemporary experimentation.

Site Selection and Preparation

The study participants reviewed several areas within
Living History Farms to identify the most appropriate
physical location for the “Farm of the Native lowa,” later
called the 1700 loway Farm. Factors considered included:

e Suitable landforms appropriate for the site, prefer-

ably a terrace near a water source with adjacent
wooded uplands

e Minimal visual site intrusions, such as structures
or modern land uses, and minimal audio intrusions
such as activity centers and busy roads

e Minimal site preparations, such as tree removal,
fence modifications, and grading

*  Pedestrian circulation in relationship to the entire
Living History Farm’s future development plans
and within the site itself

»  Future expansion room to possibly include two ad-
ditional cultural periods

Site Selection

Initial reviews produced four site recommendations.
Further site analysis and committee review produced one
final site recommendation, west of the Pioneer Farm, north
of the Farm of 1900, and east of the Farm of Today and
Tomorrow. It was felt that this site maximized the site fac-
tors considered and would work well within the long term
development plan of Living History Farms which called
for a new primary entrance and visitor center/headquarters
to the north.

The planning committee agreed the proposed location
was suitable for a lodge site and related “patch” farming
where some of the early types of agricultural crops could
have grown. The woodland had been pastured heavily and
lacked many native plants. However, there were enough of
the larger trees, red and white and burr oaks especially, to
provide the appropriate natural conditions if the area was
protected from livestock. The committee recommended
the area be observed over time to see if any of the natural
plants came back. An inventory could then be made and
missing plants could then be added.

Recommendations included raising the height of the
pond dam located above the site on the creek and adding
a gated structure to provide a constant flow of water, allow
a wider variety of species, and broaden the aesthetic and
interpretive values.

After the site selection, fencing was removed or camou-
flaged. General locations for the garden plots and structures
were chosen. The specific location and aspect of lodge
poles, fire rings, and storage pits were recommended to be
determined just prior to construction by an on-site expert
and further reviewed with the participants. Prior to the start
of the actual construction, the soil for the garden plots was
to be tilled by Living History Farms’ staff.

The 1700 loway Farm garden was planted in the spring
of 1982. Building construction occurred late June through
July, during this time it was open to the public. Dedication
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occurred in September, with loway tribal members. The
estimated budget for the development of the 1700 loway
farm and the interpretive program totaled just under
$30,000 in 1981 dollars.

Interpretation

The planning committee saw the value of the project and
program development as providing a setting to interpret
for the general public the role of the native lowan in agri-
culture and that relationship to lowa’s natural resources.
They stressed there should be no guides or staff dressed
as Indians or role playing as this would be inappropriate
and possibly offensive to American Indians. Rather they
suggested demonstrations, self-interpretive programs, or
second-person interpretations be used, such as brochures,
interpretive signs, permanent and rotating displays, and use
of interpretive displays. The family unit lodges and support
structures, including fire pits and storage areas, were the
major interpretive focus, accompanied by information on
site preparation, construction, maintenance, and manage-
ment. Consultants who assist in the interpretive aspects
included John White, Martha Blaine, and Waldo Wedel as
well as several loway tribal members.

Garden

Horticulture was widespread in lowa beginning in the
Woodland Period. While the presence of horticulture
among precontact people in lowa is well established,
there remains some uncertainty about the specific types
of plants they cultivated. Research in the last few decades
has increased our knowledge. Nearby forests, prairies,
marshes, lakes, and streams furnished food, materials for
shelter, tools, and fiber for mats, rope, and cloth. Wild plants
commonly used for food and found growing naturally in
and near lowa woodlands included dogtooth violet, jack-
in-the pulpit, ground nut, spring beauty, and cow parsnip,
and many kinds of berries such as blackberry, raspberry,
gooseberry, currant, elderberry, mulberry, hackberry,
highbush cranberry, nannyberry, arrowwood, and black
haw. Red haws, wild crabapples, service berries, walnuts,
hazelnuts, hickory nuts, butternuts, acorns, and pecans also
were found in the natural lowa environment. Marsh plants
such as cattail and lilies were used as food and fabric. lowa
prairies also provided food plants such as the prairie turnip
and ground plum.

Several sources were consulted to determine which cul-
tigens to include in the 1700 loway Farm garden, including

archaeological plant remains, ethnobotanical information
from Native Americans, and accounts from travelers
who interacted with midwestern tribes. The list included
pumpkins, squash, corn, beans, sunflowers, watermelons,
gourds, and tobacco, with the possibility of sumpweed,
marshelder, lambsquarter, and Jerusalem artichoke. Dan
Zweiner (1981; Anderson 1981) oversaw garden planning
and development, with planting beginning in the spring of
1982 (Figures 1-2).

Construction of the Lodges and Other Structures

The plan was that two lodges, a sweat lodge, a ramada,
and a drying rack would be built, with ethnographic and
archaeological resources guiding the construction (Figures
3-4). EIm bark and lodge poles were harvested and stored
for construction. Unfortunately, during storage, mice and
fungus caused deterioration of the bark. Additionally, the

Figure 1. Dan Zweiner sharpening a digging stick.

Figure 2. 1982 garden at 1700 loway Farm.
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Figure 3. Framework of historic bark lodges. Upperis a
Sauk or Meskwaki framework. Lower is an loway lodge
(respectively, from Bushnell 1922: plates 18a and 32b).

Figure 4. Overall view of completed 1982 loway Farm.

Figure 5. Duane Anderson holding
bark for lodge construction.

bark pieces and lodge poles dried out to the point where
they lost flexibility. New willow and basswood bark and
poles had to be harvested (Figure 5). In addition to the four
OSA staff, two Living History Farms interns occasionally
helped with construction. Below are excerpts from Duane,
Toby, and my field notebooks (Morrow et al. 1982) about
the actual construction, providing details of the construc-
tion and some successes and setbacks.

From Duane Anderson’s Field Notebook

Unloaded elm poles Roy Krantz cut previously. Most
can be used for ramada/bean poles, etc.

Roy Krantz came about noon and reported that he
had cut six elms. Spent the afternoon stripping about 20
sheets of bark. Laid out two 10 x 25 lodges and checked
view from above and below.

Went to lumberyard and hardware to check on pre-
servative. Found zinc naphthenate at $12.00 per gallon.
It is clear and may be better than copper naphtha (clear
wood preservative). Talked to Roy Krantz and went to
collect basswood strips. Got about 10 good sections.
Also collected a few rocks. Went to get bark strips to
tie house frames. Found that upper branches of large
elms are not good, brittle. Took several strips from poles
Roy had cut previously. Must be taken from growing
or freshly cut trees.

Soaked elm strips and basswood bark in the stream.
Then went over to the village and outlined lodge #1.
Began leveling the floor. Toby began working on a
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mano/metate for the village. Made plans to get willows
and creosote with Roy Thursday a.m.

Met Roy Krantz at 8 a.m. Went to collect willows.
Got ca. 200.

Went to site and unloaded. Started framing in lodge #1
and got about 2/3 finished. Willows are brittle but seem
to be working OK. Dug holes to 24 inches for posts.

Finished leveling floor before putting in supports.
Dirt was scattered on the downslope side. Creosote was
applied to the subsurface portion of the posts.

Rainy day. Worked on lodge as weather permitted.
Dan went for ash and maple with Roy Krantz but didn’t
find much of use. Started lashing bark to frame. Got
middle of lodge completed. Used ropes on outside poles
to bend them over the frame. Poles were set between
inside posts. Discovered late in the day that the bark
was in very poor shape due to mice and fungus. Spent
much of the afternoon painting creosote on the smooth
side of the bark to kill the worst of it. Had [LHF] interns
Dan and Lee finish painting the inside of the lodge por-
tion that was up.

Finished putting bark on the lodge between rain-
storms. Thought at least we would have a place to
work if bad weather continued. House is really starting
to take shape. Very little bark left. Perhaps enough for
the sweat lodge.

Started by lacing horizontal poles over lodge. Cut
a small hole and, with some difficulty, started a fire.

Later in the day we painted preservative on one side of
the house, selected the area for the sweat lodge (which
will be built totally with aboriginal techniques).

Shirley and Lee began clearing sweat lodge area.
Enlarged the smoke hole in the lodge from 20 x 28 cm
to 26 x 28 cm. Works better.

Sweat lodge. Shirley used a digging stick and a “bi-
son” scapula to level floor. Work in progress.

Tried to put bark on sweat lodge, but it was too stiff—
took off and painted with preservative. Weighted with
rocks. May have to soak before trying again.

Started tying lodge braces together with elm bark
strips on outside. Covered up wire used in framing the
lodge. Went to stream and found that the outer layers
of basswood were ready to strip. Shirley prepared strips
for use in lashing the inside of the lodge. Turned out to
be a pretty big job.

In the afternoon DCA, Dan and Toby went to cut
slingshot shaped sticks to build benches. Cut 48. Toby
and Dan started setting the sticks for the platform in the
back of the lodge. Shirley reported counting 5l pieces of

bark in lodge #1. Took Dan and went to get elm poles
for the sweat lodge frame. Set up sweat lodge frame.

Dr. David Gradwohl came about 1:00 pm. Showed
him around and then he helped put the bark on the sweat
lodge...we completely replaced the frame except for the
elm that was growing at the site. Need to build fire pit
for heating the stones.

We had soaked the elm bark 1.5 days before putting
it on the sweat lodge. It helped, but was still pretty
stiff. Probably didn’t soak up too well because of the
preservative.

Roy Krantz came and said he didn’t have a lead on
elm bark, but could get willow—if it would strip. DCA
will try to experiment on a LHF willow—others are in
Ames. Plan to get willow poles Monday, July 19th, at
1:00 pm.

Took Zwiener and went to check on willow bark.
Strips beautifully, will try to build second lodge.

Shirley started leveling up house and digging post
holes. DCA and Dan went and cut 100 willow poles
on Highway 141.

Started inside frame on lodge.... Made house 22 x
10 to conserve bark. Plan to meet Roy Krantz in a.m.
to go to Ames tomorrow for bark. Tied the frame with
bark strips instead of wire this time.

Roy Krantz came by and he and Dick Curry, [and]
Curry’s son Brent, joined DCA and Toby on a trip to
an area Northwest of Ames to get willow bark. They
were in water up to 2’ deep—quite a messy hard job.
Bark skinned easier than elm, but split more. Collected
about 50 sheets. Unloaded OSA truck. Others left until
morning. Should have plenty for the new lodge—hope-
fully enough for an isolation hut.

Started digging post holes around the lodge. Finished
tying and reinforcing the frame [Figure 6].

Started putting bark on the lodge. Ran out of poles.
Went with Dan back out on Highway 140 to get the
pile Dick and Brent Curry missed earlier in the week.
Got 3/4 of the bark on the lodge. Toby says it will take
ca. 30 sheets. Should have ca. 20 left. May try to build
an isolation hut.

Some work was done on lodge #2 in our spare time.
Got rest of willow verticals in and some horizontals.
Started on the ramada by lodge #2. Got entire structure
framed in. Shirley put creosote around poles on new
lodge and sweat lodge and poured some around base of
each and put dirt up against the walls. Used 10 gallons
of creosote. Put 1.5 gallons of preservative on sweat
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Figure 6. Duane Anderson, Toby Morrow, and Dan
Zweiner working on lodge frame.

lodge. Shirley worked with benches. DCA cut a smoke
hole in lodge #2 [Morrow et al. 1982].

From Toby Morrow’s Field Notebook

Stripped bark strips from a number of elm saplings
for lashings.

Went to a large stand of willow saplings N of Grimes
to get lodge poles. We cut and trimmed about 200
saplings.

Cleared house floor. Began to set in lodge poles in
postholes around 30 cm deep. We ran into problems with
the larger diameter poles not holding up while bending
and cracking or bending at undesirable angles. Finally
we began selecting smaller poles that were quite green
and limber. We got about 1/2 of the vertical poles in
place before ending of day.

We spent all day working on lodge. We finished
setting vertical poles and weaved in cross pieces. By
afternoon we were ready to start building bark cover and
outer frame. We started setting the bark in the middle
by placing the side pieces and then a cap piece and
overlapping with the outer saplings in pairs. We worked
this way section by section and finally covered about
1/3 of the lodge. We had a problem with some of the
stored bark being hit by mice and mildew.

Spent whole day covering remainder of house with
bark sheets and bracing them with outer frame poles.
End doorway was tricky and we had to choose the sheets
for that area carefully. All that was left to complete
house was weaving in outer horizontal poles.
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...helped with sweat 1odge frame. Used basswood
and elm bark strips to tie up inside and outside portions
of lodge frame.

Started on benches in rear of house. Got forked sticks
and started placing a few in post holes dug with digging
stick and clamshell. We cut bottoms of forked sticks to
points and drove them into ground with maul.

I worked with Shirley on house #2’s floor leveling
then selected a few poles for the inner frame from an
old pile. That afternoon we used these and new willow
poles gathered by Dan and Duane to finish good portion
of inner frame.

Went with Duane and Roy and the Curry’s to strip
willow bark north of Ames. The stripping went quite
well and by the end of the day we had over 50 sheets
of bark some over 6-7 long.

Spent much of day on house #2 completing inner
frame and placing on bark sheets and putting up outer
frame. By end of day we had nearly completed house
with only a few vertical poles and the horizontals left
to put up.

Dan and Duane worked on ramada in front of house
#2 and Shirley and | worked on benches inside #2
[Morrow et al. 1982].

From Shirley Schermer’s Field Notebook

...After lunch we completed the bark lodge that was
begun the week before. The bark was anchored in place
by vertical exterior poles. Holes were dug to the outside
and midway between the interior support poles as well
as a small trench just outside the interior poles. The
bottom bark pieces were put in place along the trenches
and the exterior vertical poles in the 2 ft. deep holes.

A small shallow circular pit was dug in the floor of the
lodge for a fire pit. A small hole was cut through the bark
in the center top of the lodge for a smoke hole. After
much effort and lots of smoke a small fire was begun
inside the lodge. Dan worked in the garden during this
time. Duane left for a meeting after the fire was started.
The rest of us ([intern] Dan, Dan [Zweiner], Toby, and I)
inserted the horizontal exterior poles and tightened the
vertical poles of the lodge. Preservative was applied to
the bottom half of the eastern half of the lodge.

I cleared an area approximately 4 m in diameter for
the sweat lodge [Figure 7]. It took 2.5 hours to clean
and level the area for the floor using only a digging
stick and a scapula for moving the soil. A live elm tree
along the border of the cleared area was used as one of
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Figure 7. Shirley Schermer laying out the sweat lodge
perimeter.

the main support poles. Three additional support poles
were secured for a main framework of two arches at
right angles to each other. Two rows of horizontal
support poles were also added. It was very difficult
finding willows from those previously cut that were
flexible enough to bend into the tight circle required.
Two additional vertical bracing poles were added to the
framework in an attempt to give additional strength and
correct some asymmetry, but these poles were not im-
bedded into the ground. An attempt was made to cover
the framework with bark and secure with the exterior
vertical poles. Problems with dry stiff bark and drying
willows and bark pieces that kept slipping out of place
led to the temporary abandonment of the completion
of the sweat lodge. Instead the bark was removed and
coated with preservative, stacked and flattened with
rocks for overnight.

Counted the number of bark pieces covering lodge
= 51. Stripped basswood bark for ties for the bench
inside the lodge.

Helped tie down the cross supports to the forked elm
sticks for the frame for the back bench in the lodge,
Toby and | gathered, cut and placed the long willow
poles for the top of the bench.

Helped Toby and Dan soak elm bark pieces for sweat
lodge in stream. Removed large rocks from stream bed
to weigh down bark.

Interior framework pole = 46 (30 vertical). Exterior
support poles = 43 (23 vertical)

Dug postholes for the interior framework poles for
the sweat lodge. Duane and I constructed the framework
for the sweat lodge.

Helped Duane, Dan, Toby, and Dave Gradwohl in
fitting bark over sweat lodge and securing with exterior
support poles. Stripped bark from elm support poles and
used bark strips for tying poles together.

Rained out for about an hour so took shelter in the
main lodge. The roof really very waterproof (except
for smoke hole which wasn’t covered) Water did run
in the front door and under the uphill side. After the
rain Lee [intern] dug trench in front of the door and
around the side.

Dan and Duane left on willow pole quest. I dug holes
for interior poles of framework (2nd lodge) spaced
two “Shirley feet” apart (ca. 19 inches). Unfortunately
came up one hole short so had to redo holes for door
and space the front two side poles closer together. Toby
and I cleared and leveled the floor for the 2nd lodge.

After lunch Duane, Toby, and | worked on the interior
framework. The new poles were delivered and carried
down the hill. It was decided to redo the back end of
the framework to lower and round it off more. That was
also when we discovered we were one hole short. Most
of the vertical poles are in place and secured.

Toby and Duane left on a willow bark quest. | dug
a shallow pit for the sweat lodge firepit (exterior) and
rimmed it with rocks—required a trip to the corn field
to gather more rocks.

Continued working on lodge #2. Stripped several of
the willow poles to make ties for the framework. Used
a flake to help tear into narrower strips and to remove
the outer bark. The flake made a sharp, convenient tool
for the job and was one just picked up from one of the
flintknapping work areas.

Roy delivered the rest of the willow bark. Helped
unload that. Finished digging the postholes for the outer
poles. Helped with the bark and outer framework. The
fresh poles and fresh bark much easier to work with.
Not only is the bark in better condition but it molds
more easily. The poles also bend easier and give a nicer
shape to the framework. Lodge #2 almost completed.

Started work about 9 am. Lit fires main pit, inside
lodge #1, and sweat lodge. Dug fire pit in lodge #2 but
no smoke hole yet. Poured creosote around lodge poles
and bottom of bark inside and out of lodge #2 and sweat
lodge and inside lodge #1. Mounded dirt around outside
edge of lodge #2 and sweat lodge. Patched a couple gaps
in bark of sweat lodge.

Started work on side benches in lodge #1. Gathered
up remaining crotched branches plus cut a few more.
Had 2 rows of 4 forked supports each on both sides of
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[Figure 8], and | worked on pottery. The purposes were
to demonstrate for visitors touring the farm during con-
struction, as well as leaving these items as part of the
overall site for future visitation and interpretation. Toby
used mostly local stone for his ground stone and flint
knapped tools. | gathered clay from the nearby stream
[Figure 9], baked freshwater clamshells in the firepit and
then ground for use as temper, formed and decorated
pots as close as possible to Oneota pottery shape and
design, and then fired the pots in a large open-air fire
[Morrow et al. 1982].

Dedication of the 1700 Ioway Farm and
Subsequent Changes
Figure 8. Tool making by Toby Morrow. d g
In September 1982, organizers formally dedicated the
1700 loway Farm, with a number of loway tribal members
and many other guests in attendance (Figures 10-11).

Figure 10. 1982 dedication of the 1700 loway Farm.

Figure 9. Shirley Schermer collecting
clay from local stream.

the lodge, from the back bench just to the fire pit. Cut
and tied the cross supports in place just to the fire pit.
Cut and tied the cross supports in place using willow
bark strips. Gathered long straight poles and cut to form
tops of benches. Still need 2 or 3 poles to finish.

Finished cutting poles for the side benches in lodge
#1. Tied all the poles down on back and side benches in
both lodge #1 and #2. Cleaned up extra poles, branches,
bark, etc. to tidy up site.

In addition to the lodge and other structure construc- Figure 11. 1982 dedication with some of the loway
tion, Toby worked on stone and bone tool making tribal members.
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Bark lodges have a limited life. These were rebuilt
several times over the years, each time with slightly dif-
ferent footprints. In 2015, a new location for the farm was
selected due to environmental issues. Lance Foster, loway,
and THPO for the lowa Tribe of Kansas and Nebraska,
served as tribal consultant until his recent untimely death.

Below is an excerpt from the 2015 Living History
Farms annual report, provided to us by Elizabeth Sedrel,
Living History Farm staff. Sedrel also provided several
photographs of the new location and lodges. Sign panels
were added as part of the site interpretation—general site
locations as well as to the shelter and the trail connecting
the loway and the 1850s farm sites.

The 1700 loway Farm opened in a brand-new location
in 2015. Moving from a previous wooded site along
the creek, the loway Farm was relocated to a new trail
head this season. Guests enter the site through a shel-
tered exhibit area which includes orientation signage, a
video kiosk, and artifact display case [Figures 12-13].
Beyond the exhibit structure, staff recreated a new
square bark summer lodge, cattail mat winter lodge, and
traveling tipi for buffalo hunting [Figure 14]. Modern
loway artist Reuben Ironhorse-Kent painted the tipi
canvas with plant symbols honoring the loway farming
heritage, and with bird symbols honoring lowa’s natu-
ral environment. The lodges are surrounded by shade
arbors, a hide stretching rack, corn and squash drying
racks, and a cooking demonstration area. The new site
also allows for expanded farming space for museum
guides to demonstrate the corn, squash, and beans that
were so important to the loway [Figure 15]. Their ef-
forts were rewarded with a bumper crop of heirloom
variety squash and pumpkins. In July, loway Farm staff
gathered with donors, members, museum guests, and
members of the loway tribe[s] of Kansas and Oklahoma
to dedicate the new site [Figure 16]. Peter Fee, loway
tribal elder, and Reuben Ironhorse-Kent spoke with
guests about the modern loway tribe and the meanings
behind this historic depiction of loway culture [Living
History Farms 2015].

Aproject conceived in the early 1980s, implemented and
improved through the years, continues to this day, providing
visitors connections with past and living Native Americans.

Figure 12. Shelter with interpretive displays in new
2015 location.

Figure 13. Example
of one of the 2015
LHF 1700 lowa Farm
interpretive signs.

Figure 14. The 2015
LHF 1700 loway
Farm with a bark
summer lodge,
cattail mat winter
lodge, and traveling

tipi.
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Figure 15. A view of the 2015 LHF 1700 lowa Farm
garden.

Figure 16. The 2015 dedication of the new LHF 1700
lowa Farm.
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