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President’s Welcome:

2015—our 45th anniversary—was a very special year for Living History Farms! There are 
so many to thank for making it a wonderful year, but I want to begin with our premier 
partners: John Deere, Bravo Greater Des Moines, the WT and Edna M. Dahl Trust, and the 
Living History Farms Race.

As the year began, we were honored to receive the Harlan/Peterson award for our  
outstanding long-term and continuing contribution to Iowa History from the State  
Historical Society.

The opening of the new 1700 Ioway Farm was a signature piece of our anniversary  
celebration. We were honored to have both Ioway artist Reuben Ironhorse-Kent and tribal 
elder Peter Fee spend the day with us during Ioway Culture Day. Reuben unveiled the tipi 
cover that he hand-painted for the new site and Peter discussed both traditional and con-
temporary Ioway homes.

We also hosted not just one traveling exhibit this year, but three. Early in the year, we 
welcomed our first-ever exhibition from the Smithsonian Institution Traveling Exhibition 
Service. “Bittersweet Harvest: the Bracero Program 1942-1964,” allowed us to explore  
complex issues of race, class, community, and national origin while highlighting  
contributions by Mexicans to American society. The Bracero program was the largest  
guest worker program in U.S. history and a part of Iowa’s agricultural history.

Our second traveling exhibit,“House and Home,” explored cultural differences reflected  
in homes throughout history. Our third and final traveling exhibit, from Silos and  
Smokestacks National Heritage Area, explored famous Iowans. We were the first museum 
to host, “It Takes an Iowan,” straight from its debut at the Iowa State Fair.

Behind the scenes, we built a modern maintenance facility that the staff has been eagerly 
awaiting, and we developed our next three-year strategic plan that will begin to shape our 
next 45 years as a museum!

There are so many donors and volunteers we need to thank for making 2015 so successful. 
Their impact is only partially explained through the following remarkable measures:

•	 Our donor base grew by more than 10% this year! 
•	 We continue to enjoy volunteer support that is the envy of our peer organizations 

around the country.  
•	 Participation in our membership program—celebrating ten years of our TRI partnership 

with the Science Center of Iowa and Blank Park Zoo—grew by 16 percent.

To each of you who helped make this such a memorable year, we are humbled by your 
generosity of time, and we treasure and appreciate your kindness. We look forward to 
seeing you all in 2016 when we explore the season theme of food & gardening. We’ll be 
testing some more foodways programs over the winter that we hope to unveil for your  
enrichment! Until then…

Warm regards, 
Ruth Haus
President and CEO
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2015 Staff:

Development
Molly Larson

Education & Day Camp
Molly Bannon
Madeline Blair

Erin Carey
Abigail Dockum
Heather Eime

Rachel Fielweber
Katelyn Grotzinger

Abigail Hoffman
Casey Holt
Ann Huyck

Christa Kirsch-Paulson
Ann Krois

Molly Moore
Irma Ramirez Villa

Nolan Shanks
Lydia Sinclair

Events and Sales
Bill Denton

Katie Getting
Jacey Gutknecht

Evan Hoyt
Kristin Imboden

Sarah Lemke
Krystal Lewis

Alexandra McKeighan
Molly Meyer
Sarah Purdy

Paige Schneider
Julie Witmer

Interpretation and Collections
Pamela Alexander
Stephen Anderson
Megan Anderson

Max Arnett
Nicole Baker

Matthew Beyer
Emily Brush

Kaitlyn Buckner
Melinda Carriker

Kelly Clime
David Connon
Katherine Dahl
Kirk Freeman

Judy Goodman
David Hargrove

David Hauge
Aaron Haywood

Trae Hestness
Thomas Hoover

Debra Irving
Amy Jones

Sarah Macht
Jeffrey Nauerth
Margaret Nervig
Karen Nordholm

Lucy Olson
Hilary Pearson
Laura Poresky
Sarah Ramsey

Daniel Rasmussen
Tiffany Schmeisser

Caroline Schoonover
Nicole Seay
Eric Sharp

Emma Shipley
Gary Shirk

Erin Siebers
Kendall Stroeh

Jake Turner
Luis Vasquez

Michael Witmer
Christopher Zarifis

Maintenance & Transportation
William Allen

Jonathan Anderson
Dean Boots

Dan Gallardo
Daniel Lang

Edward Wilson

Marketing & Communications
Kate Meyer

Ruth Haus
President

Jen Albers
Finance and Retail Operations

Jennie Deerr
Marketing and Communications 

Janet Dennis
Interpretation

Jim Dietz-Kilen
Development

Judy Downs
Events and Sales

Dean Irving 
Maintenance

Dan Jones
Education

Jan Milroy
Volunteer Program

Management Team
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Volunteers:

In celebration of our museum’s 45th  
anniversary, we give thanks for the  
contributions volunteers have made since 
we began. To honor their service, we  
installed a recognition plaque in our  
Visitor Center this year. Volunteers filled a 
variety of roles for the museum in 2015 
including serving on our Board and other 
special committees. Our guild conducted 
the “Big as a Barn Garage Sale” with  
proceeds primarily supporting collections. 
Volunteers also helped with  
administrative tasks, transported visitors, 
engaged our guests by re-creating various  
historical time periods, helped repair  
period clothing, maintained our gardens 
and grounds, supported our collections 
and exhibits, entertained guests through 
our melodrama group and 1870s baseball 
team, worked special events, and helped 
run our Summer Day Camp. We can never 
say thank you enough.

Rich Bergez - Chairman 
First American Bank 

Kathleen Zehr - Immediate  
Past Chairwoman 

 LWBJ Financial 

Sean Pelletier - Vice Chairman  
EMC Insurance Companies

Dave Austin - Secretary 
DuPont Pioneer

Brian Frantum - Treasurer  
Iowa Fertilizer Company

Holly Dierks 
retired, John Deere Financial

Dan Greteman 
FBL Financial Group, Inc.

Bob Kurtz 
Kurtz Hardware

Kelsey Knowles 
Belin McCormick, P.C.

Nancy Lavender-Bobenhouse  
Fitness Sports

Dr. George Lederhaas 
Associated Anesthesiologists, P.C.

Lisa Mullan 
retired, Kemin Industries

Chuck Safris 
retired

Dr. Stephen Smith 
retired, DuPont Pioneer 
Iowa State University

Randi Woods Webber 
Principal Financial Group 

Shane Zimmerman 
Wells Fargo

During 2015

1,027  
volunteers
filled 

1,777  
positions 

and contributed

21,502 
hours!Living History Farms Foundation Board

Living History Farms  
Board Committees

Audit SubCommittee

Executive

Farmstasia

Finance

Guild

Nominating/Governance

Strategic Planning

Volunteers Bill and Joelle Snyder at  
Applefest on September 26.
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Governor Terry Branstad 

Don Brush

Sherry Glenn

Roger Jacobsen

Ann Jennings

Lee Kline

Marilyn Kollmorgen

Ivan Lyddon

Barb Lykins

Gene Maahs

Bob Morlan

Mary Nelson

Ken Root

Barry Schaffter

Jacque Stessman

Drew Vogel

Education Advisory Committee

Karen Menz – Chair

Laurie Bartle

Kris Bigler

Jeanine Lynch

Betty Peterson

Veralynn Schilling

Jackie Scieszinski

Jerry Stratton

Dr. Chad Timm – Vice Chair

Stephanie Rosenberg-Wager

Living History Farms conducts an 
annual spring and fall clean-up of 
the grounds. A majority of the  
volunteers who participate in 
the clean-up days are employees 
from local corporations. One such 
employee wrote after the spring 
cleanup: 

Living History Farms Emeritus Board

Thank you SOO much for allowing us the opportunity to come out and 
volunteer. It was definitely hard work, which sitting at a desk does not 
prepare you for. I would very much be interested in the fall clean-up. I 
didn’t realize how much fun it would be to use a lopper on weeds and 
trees, and literally how big Living History Farms really is. Thank you so 
very much and I will look forward to seeing all the improvements we as 
volunteers made when I come visit later this season with my two  
daughters. Thank you! 

Lindsay Schreurs, Wells Fargo

From left to right:  
Volunteers Christina Holmes,  
Curt Dalrymple, and Lindsay Schreurs 
from Wells Fargo. 
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Education:

In 2015, more than 29,000 learners of all ages  
participated in one of the numerous educational  
offerings provided by Living History Farms.  

2015 Teacher of the Year:
Lynda Niffenegger was recognized as the 2015 Living 
History Farms Teacher of the Year at the Farmstasia 
gala on October 10. Lynda is a 5th grade teacher from 
Crossroads Park in West Des Moines. 

Iowa History Advisory Council:
Daniel Jones, Education Director, was appointed to the 
Governor’s Iowa History Advisory Council by the Iowa 
Department of Education and the Governor’s Office.  
The council will be working during this school year to  
examine issues around the teaching and learning of 
Iowa history, and to make recommendations to  
improve Iowa history education at the K-12 level. 

National Ag Day Program:  
In March, Living History Farms celebrated National  
Agricultural Day. Guests who signed up received a 
horse and wagon ride to and from the 1900 Farm,  
and participated in special activities during their visit.

Iowa Department for the Blind:  
In June, Dan Jones, education director, and Luis 
Vasquez, collections registrar, offered a special  
webinar program on the history of the tractor.  
The participants were all involved in the summer  
reading program sponsored by the Iowa Department 
for the Blind.

Special summer outreach programs: 
In June and again in July, Dan Jones took the Ioway  
Indian and Pioneer Outreach programs to the Glen 
Oaks summer day camp to explore offering 
programming off-site while the season was underway.

Origins of Midwestern Agriculture talk:  
On September 15, Dan Jones traveled to Oelwein  
Public Library for a presentation on the origins and  
development of Midwestern agriculture that coincided 
with their traveling exhibit, “Origins of Us,” from the 
Smithsonian Institution.

Iowa Steelworkers Union Local 310:  
In December, 12 members of Iowa Steelworkers Union 
Local 310 participated in blacksmithing classes to  
learn the history of steelworking in the Midwest.  
Dave Hauge, site supervisor of the blacksmith shop, 
spent 4 days working with groups of 3 each day to give 
them a truly unique hands-on learning experience.

Farmstasia: Lynda Niffenegger, 2015 LHF Teacher of the Year,  
Kelsey Knowles, Steve Zumbach, and Ruth Haus.
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Educational Partnerships:
Education staff brought hands-on activities to  
several events off-site throughout 2015. In the spring,  
education staff attended Toddler Fest in Adel,  
Earth Day at the Des Moines Botanical Gardens, and an 
Iowa Public Television event at the Iowa Events Center. 
In the fall, staff brought activities to Blank Park Zoo 
for their STEM education night and for their Butterfly 
festival as part of the Plant.Grow.Fly! partnership.

New Day Camps and Programs:  
What is steampunk? It is the future as the Victorians 
imagined it would happen. We added 4 weeks of  
Steampunk camp for 6th – 8th graders, and sold out!

Living History Farms partnered with the Salisbury House 
& Gardens, West Des Moines Parks & Rec, and Jordan 
House to offer a 3-day camp on what makes a house a 
home. The inspiration was the traveling exhibit of the 
same name hosted by Living History Farms this summer.

In response to feedback from parents, we also added  
options for parents to either drop-off their camp  
participant early and/or pick up their camper later.

Barnyard Readers- Victorian Series:  
The popular Barnyard Readers series expanded to the 
spring! The series was designed around the story of 
Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland. This popular piece 
of literature was written in 1865, making it the perfect 
inspiration for the program.

Learning Fields:  
The Learning Fields web exhibit was updated to include 
information about corn and the adoption of tractors in 
the 20th century. This was supported through funding 
by John Deere and the Iowa Food & Family Project.

Internships and Volunteers:
We could not do what we do without the help of volunteers and interns. The following students were part of the 
summer internship program.

During the spring of 2015, Molly Bannon from UNI spent 14 weeks completing a full time volunteer internship for 
her major in Leisure, Youth, and Human Services. She later joined the staff fulltime as the Education and Finance  
Administrative Assistant. Jessica Schuur, a student at AIB College of Business, completed a volunteer internship with 
Special Events from March through May.

Day Camp
Madeline Blair (Northwest Missouri State) 
Abigail Dockum (University of Iowa)
Rachel Fielweber (University of Northern Iowa)
Ann Huyck (DMACC Ankeny)
Molly Moore (Iowa State University) 
Irma Mariana Ramirez Villa (Buena Vista University)
Nolan Shanks (Iowa State University)

Historic Interpreter
Max Arnett (Central College)
Nicole Baker (Iowa State University)
Kaitlyn Buckner (University of Iowa)
Sarah Ramsey (Iowa State University)
Jake Turner (Iowa State University)
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Welcome Home:
In 2015, Living History Farms  
celebrated 45 years of public  
programming with the year-long 
theme, “Welcome Home.”  
The Visitor Center Gallery Exhibit 
area showcased a historic timeline  
exhibit detailing the varied and  
exciting history of our museum 
home, including the origins of the 
property and programming. 

The historic houses, farms and  
shops at Living History Farms offered 
daily hands-on domestic activities 
throughout the summer, inviting 
guests to churn butter, do chores,  
sit in the parlor, and imagine  
themselves living in Iowa homes in 
different periods of time. By  
reservation, guided group tours 
were offered for each of the  
museum’s five houses, including a 
tour highlighting the architecture 
and history of our own Flynn  
Mansion—the property’s original 
historic home.  

 

New 1700 Ioway Farm:
The 1700 Ioway Farm opened in a 
brand-new location in 2015. Moving 
from a previous wooded site along 
the creek, the Ioway Farm was  
relocated to a new trail head this 
season. Guests enter the site through 
a sheltered exhibit area which  
includes orientation signage, a  
video kiosk, and artifact display case.  

Beyond the exhibit structure,  
staff recreated a new square bark  
summer lodge, cattail matt winter 
lodge, and traveling tipi for buffalo 
hunting. Modern Ioway artist  
Reuben Ironhorse-Kent painted the 
tipi canvas with plant symbols  
honoring the Ioway farming  
heritage, and with bird symbols  
honoring Iowa’s natural environment. 

The lodges are surrounded by shade 
arbors, a hide stretching rack, corn 
and squash drying racks, and a  
cooking demonstration area. The 
new site also allows for expanded  
farming space for museum guides to  
demonstrate the corn, squash, and 
beans that were so important to the 
Ioway. Their efforts were rewarded 
with a bumper crop of heirloom 
variety squash and pumpkins. In July, 
Ioway Farm staff gathered with  
donors, members, museum guests, 
and members of the Ioway tribe of 
Kansas and Oklahoma to dedicate 
the new site. Peter Fee, Ioway tribal 
elder, and Reuben Ironhorse-Kent 
spoke with guests about the modern 
Ioway tribe and the meanings  
behind this historic depiction of 
Ioway culture. 

Interpretation:

Ioway tribal elder Peter Fee
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Farm Sites:
Living History Farms’ working farm 
sites continued to demonstrate 
historic farming methods. A new 
ADA-compliant walking trail  
between the 1700 Ioway Farm and 
the 1850 Pioneer Farm allowed more 
guests than ever to visit the pioneer  
farming area. The trail is gently 
sloped and shorter than the  
previous walk, allowing more  
mobility-challenged guests and 
guests with strollers an easier walk 
between the Ioway and Pioneer 
farms. The 1850 pioneers were 
pleased with their wheat  
harvest this season, hand  
harvesting and flailing the  
entire crop.

  

The 1900 Horse-Powered Farm 
welcomed several new core draft 
animals to a new home this season. 
Buddy and Brandy, a matched pair 
of draft mules, arrived at the farm 
in late summer. These hard-working 
animals have adapted well to  
pulling wagons and farm equipment, 
as well as to being admired by  
museum guests. 

Calvin, a dapple grey Percheron 
draft horse, joined the work animals 
in early fall. He has been paired to 
drive with long-time 1900 horse 
Sam. The two have become a steady 
work team. 

Historic Foodways Programs:
Historic dinners and teas at the 1900 
Farm, the Tangen House, and Flynn 
Mansion continued in 2015. Menus 
included roast turkey and dressing, 
pork loin with apples and onions, 
and the return of oven-fried chicken. 
The Flynn Mansion was also the site 
of December Holiday teas for the 
first time in several years. Guests 
enjoyed ham and cherry preserve 
sandwiches, homemade gingerbread 
along with hot tea and sweets.

Collections:

Complimenting this season’s theme, Living History 
Farms hosted several traveling exhibits exploring ideas 
of place, home, and immigration. In the spring of 2015, 
Living History Farms was honored to host, “Bittersweet 
Harvest: The Bracero Program 1942-1964.” Created by 
the Smithsonian Institution Traveling Exhibition Service, 
this panel display presented powerful text and images 

chronicling the work program which brought Mexican 
workers into the United States for agricultural labor 
in the mid-20th century. From June through August, 
Living History Farms hosted the NEH On the Road  
exhibit, “House and Home”. This exhibit combined 
video footage, historic artifacts, photographs and text 
panels for an in-depth look at homeownership and 
ideals in America. During the fall, the museum  
showcased a new traveling exhibit from Silos &  
Smokestacks National Heritage Area titled, “It Takes 
an Iowan.” Museum guests were able to explore many 
intellectuals, entrepreneurs, and achievers of Iowa.

In July, Living History Farms celebrated Wedding  
Party Day, inviting any couple married at Living  
History Farms to return and renew their vows. Three 
dresses worn by modern brides were displayed in the 
church, and several 19th and early 20th century bridal 
gowns were displayed at the Flynn Mansion.  
In September, historic quilts and household textiles 
built on the domestic theme during the annual  
historic textile show. 2015’s show, “Celebrations of 
Home,” explored the ways everyday household items 
were used to decorate the home and demonstrate the 
personality of the homeowners.

8Living History Farms / Annual Report
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45th Anniversary Reunion:
To celebrate Living History Farms’ 
45th Anniversary in 2015, a reunion 
was held in June to gather Living 
History Farms “alumni” (defined as 
current and former staff, volunteers, 
and interns). Nearly 200 people, 
coming from as far away as Maine, 
gathered in the Visitor Center to 
enjoy live music, fellowship, and a 
keynote address by former Living 
History Farms Director of History, 
Tom Morain. 

Applefest:
Applefest was particularly  
successful in late September  
with over 2,000 attendees, one  
of the highest general admission 
days in recent history. Guests  
enjoyed apple bowling, stirring  
the copper kettle of apple butter, 
taking turns cranking the cider 
press, bobbing for apples, and  
eating fresh apple fritters.

Farmstasia:
Farmstasia was held in October to 
celebrate a wonderful season and 
raise money for Living History Farms’ 
education programs. Board  
members, community leaders, and 
other Living History Farms  
supporters joined in the Flynn Barn 
to raise the largest amount of  
funding in Farmstasia’s seven  
year history.

Special events continue to be a beloved aspect of the programming at Living History Farms. Our family series of 
events, including Easter, Halloween, and Christmas delighted thousands of visitors in 2015. Guests loved seeing the 
baby animals at Easter, listening to storytellers at Halloween, and taking a snowy wagon ride through Walnut Hill 
during Christmas. The general touring season kicked off with V.I.P. (Very Important Party), a pie social to say  
“thank you” to our donors, volunteers, and museum members. Our popular Historic Snapshot events such as  
Decoration Day, Pioneer Wedding, and Grain Harvest gave visitors a chance to experience a day in the life of  
our forefathers. Events keep us busy year round and are a great way for our guests to enjoy a wide variety of  
experiences at the Farms. 

Special Events:
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Membership:
Member Mondays had a successful third year with  
overwhelming demand leading us to add programs. 
Even so, we still had a waiting list! Members were  
given opportunities to experience repeats of the most 
popular programs from the last two years, along with 
new special Member Monday programs including  
Kringla baking, cabin building, and preparing for a  
buffalo hunt. 

In addition to being Living History Farms’ 45th  
anniversary, 2015 was also the 10th year of the TRI 
Membership Program, offered collaboratively by Living 
History Farms, Blank Park Zoo, and Science Center of 
Iowa. The TRI program has proved a very popular option 
for central Iowa families, leading to a doubling of Living 
History Farms member households over the program’s 
ten years.

Guest Services:

Sales:
Living History Farms facilities are busy  
all year long with rental events. From  
weddings and business meetings to  
political rallies, our spaces are constantly  
enjoyed by the public. In 2015, Living 
History Farms hosted three successful 
races beginning with the second year of 
both Paws and Effect and Titan MOB. 
The race season ended in November with 
the (very snowy) 37th annual Living  
History Farms Cross Country Race.  

This year saw growth in corporate  
rentals, baby showers, birthday parties, 
and political events. The combination  
of weddings and receptions remains  
our largest rental category. In honor of 
Living History Farms’ 45th anniversary, 
we hosted an event in June  
commemorating the thousands of  
people married at Living History Farms 
over the years.

14%
Other (Races, Festivals  

Political Events,etc)

35%
Corporate Events

2015 Sales

28%
Weddings

23%
Wedding Receptions
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$100,000 and above
BRAVO Greater Des Moines
John Deere
Living History Farms Race

$50,000 and above
Mary and R.W. Nelson

$30,000 and above
Nationwide

$25,000 and above
DuPont Pioneer 
Fred Maytag Family Foundation
Principal Financial Group Foundation, Inc.

$20,000 and above
EMC Insurance Companies
Iowa Department of Cultural Affairs

$10,000 and above
Atlantic Coca-Cola Bottling Company
Cole-Belin Education Foundation
Grinnell Mutual Group Foundation
GROWMARK, Inc.

$7,500 and above
FBL Financial Group, Inc.
Dan and Ree Greteman
Kemin Industries

$5,000 and above
Mary and Dale Andringa
Farmers Mutual Hail Insurance  
  Company of Iowa
Gabus Automotive Group

Homesteaders Life Company
Hy-Vee, Inc.
Iowa Food and Family Project
Iowa Soybean Association
The Al & Ann Jennings Foundation
Winifred Murray Kelley
The Lauridsen Family Foundation
Meredith Corporation Foundation
Polk County
Silos & Smokestacks National  
  Heritage Area
Dr. Stephen Smith
Sukup Manufacturing Co.
Voya
Wells Fargo

$3,500 and above
Bank of the West
Belin McCormick P.C.
Iowa Economic Development Authority
John K. & Luise V. Hanson Foundation
George and Erin Lederhaas
Lisa and Timothy Mullan
Chuck and Kathy Safris

$2,500 and above
Dave and Melinda Austin
Bankers Trust Company
Hunter Farms
Hy-Line International
Iowa Farm Bureau Federation

$2,000 and above
The Coons Foundation
Diamond Vogel Paints
Holly and James Dierks
Catherine, Jim and Nora Dietz-Kilen
David and Margaret Drury
Easter Family Fund

Farm Credit Services of America
John and Ann Ghrist Family Foundation
Humanities Iowa
Iowa Bankers Association
Sean and Kelsey Knowles
Libby Nelson

$1,500 and above
Bruce and Susy Kelley
Lennox Manufacturing Inc.
Randi Woods Webber
Kathleen Zehr
Shane and Keri Zimmerman

$1,000 and above
Rich and Loretta Bergez
Terry and Christine Branstad
Don and Kathryn Brush
Kay Casten
Bill and Corky Classen
Door to Door Organics
John and Barb Hagie
Ruth and Robert Haus
Barb and Dan Hoy
ILC Resources
Jester Insurance Services Inc.
Larson & Larson Construction, LLC
Gene and Naomi Maahs
Meier Bernstein Foundation
Merit Resources
National Endowment for the Humanities
Christopher E. Nelson, Ph.D. and Linda P.  
  Nelson
Melissa and Sean Pelletier
Barry and Becka Schaffter
Jean and Thomas Sutherland
David Wallace
Wellmark Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Iowa
and one anonymous donor

2015 Annual Donors:

The following 536 companies, foundations, and households supported annual operations at Living History Farms 
during 2015. These include gifts for our annual fund and sponsorship support for fundraising events (VIP and  
Farmstasia). They also include commitments for site maintenance and improvement projects that were identified  
as priorities under the museum’s 2013-2015 Strategic Plan.

Names appearing in blue on the following pages are those of donors who made new or increased annual support 
gifts during 2015. Names in bold indicate that their gifts included support for our priority improvements.

We appreciate every one of our donors and are so grateful for the support received from each.   
At the same time, we have to say that we couldn’t be happier to be so blue and so bold!
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$750 and above
Nancy and Paul Herbrechtsmeier
Jan Milroy
Mary and Mike Timmons

$500 and above
Rick Bartosh
Beasley Family Foundation, Inc.
Bob Brown Auto
Bobst Family
Stanley and Jean Borton
Tim and Darci Carver
Casey’s General Stores
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Dennis
Kris Fagen
Janet B. Figg
Brian and Beth Frantum
Sherrry Teachout Glenn
Global Reach
Phyllis Helland and Ray Morse
David G. Murray and Judith M. Sayles
The Obrecht Family Fund
Stroh Corporation
Layton and Jan Stump
Millie and Craig Thomson
Duane and Mary Rose Weiland
Opal Wilson

$250 and above
Jennifer and Ryan Albers
Susan and John Aschenbrenner
Patricia J. Beneke
Carol and Galin Berrier
James M. and Barbara K. Bock
Bill Bohan
Gloria and James Boyt
Bruce Campbell and Beverly Evans
Richard and Sonja Carlson
Delta Kappa Gamma Tau Chapter
Flo and David Dietz
James R. Eckert
James D. and Eva Ann Elmer
Christi Garrett
Joan Gooch
Karen R. Hawkins
Pete and Janet Hermanson
Joe and Tiffany Hoeck
Holmes Murphy
Tom and Donnelle Hoover
Mary Jack
Joel and Tracey Jackman
Jeanne Jennings
Raynold and Kay Johnson

Daniel E. Jones
Irene Knapp
Dr. and Mrs. Robert Kollmorgen
Jerry and Vicki Lage
Sally and William Lambert
Mark and Jeanne Lyle
Denise and Eldon McAfee
Jodi Morgan-Peters and Kip Peters
John Noe
Northern Lights Combined Federal  
  Campaign
Principal Charity Classic
Mark and Janet Rosenbury
Mary Scarpino
John Schmidt and Deb Wiley
Jacquelyne and Rich Seibert
John E. and Nancy A. Skoumal
Anne Slatterly
Brian Smith
Gordon J. Smith
Jacque and Dan Smith
Lois and Gayle Strickler
Mike and Mary Thilges
Vern and Susan Thorp, Windrush Farms
Dr. and Mrs. Michael J. Versackas
Mike and Anne Wagner
Dan and Lynn Wampler
Jeff and Ann West
Steven E. Zumbach
and one anonymous donor

$100 and above 

Rebecca L and Thomas J Ackerman
Dr. Gary W. and Mary Alice Amerman
Steve and Jen Arkwright
Mary Lou Aspengren
James Austin Jr.
Edwin W. Bartine II
Mark and Dee Batchelder
Barbara Beatty and John Merriman
Thomas E. Becker and Caroline  
  Boehnke-Becker
Dave and Mary Bendixen
Christine Bestor Townsend
Margaret Brennan
Larry and Cecelia Browne
Steve and Melissa Brush
George Burnet and Martha Anderson
Randy and Emma Jo Carlson
Lyle and Glenda Carpenter
Garland and Mona Carver
Dennis and Maria Casey
Peggy and Bob Casper
Holly and Mark Chidley

Christian Photo
Mark Clark and Katie Roth
Glenn and Ruth Clark
Vicki Sehgal and Ryan Clutter
Sydney J. Coder
Joseph M. and Margaret Ann Comito
Frederick E. and Connie Crawford
Phil and Susan Crum
Cur Mar Farms, Inc.
Daisy & Button Quester Chapter #637
Darcy Darrah
Ann Davidson
Tyler De Haan
Dr. Michael Disbro
Jane and Thomas Downs
Selma N. Duvick
Fred and Mary Eby
Cathy and Bill Eddy
Frederick Eller
Robert E. Findlay
Allison and Jim Fleming
Jan Forney
Dennis and Glocile Francis
Laure Fredenburg
Mr. and Mrs. Don R. Geerdes
Olena Gilbert
Cecil Goettsch
Betty J. Gottschalk
John R. and Janet L. Graham
Doug Greene
Xiaowen Guo
Hannibal and Robbie Haase
Pat G. Halbur and Therese G. Halbur
Marilyn Hanson and Ted Tostlebe
Ginnie Hargis
Jed and Dena Harms
Joan J. Hart
Barbara Hartz
Myron and Marilyn Heitman
Steven E. Held and Susan L. Breen-Held
Harvey and Sharon Helgeland
Margaret A. Hemphill
Gary and Kelly Hendrick
Dale and Norma Hilton
David Houborg
Robert and Kathy Houge
Timothy and Rosemary Hughes
Eldon and Jodie Huston
IBM Corporation
Iowa State University
Ross and Judy Jabaay
Sunny and Corey Jansen
Diane and Bruce Janvrin
Dee and Maynard Jayne
Jeffrey and Danielle Johnson
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Paul and Marion Johnson
Marie and Bruce Johnson
Don and Truly Judisch
Al and Dawn Kaduce
Rosemary Killmer-Thornley
Dr. Benjamin Paulson and Mrs. Christa  
  Kirsch-Paulson
Ron and Kathy Klipfel
Linda E. Knodle
Sharon Knudsen
Jim and Margaret Koch
Beth and John Krogh
Jancy J. LaFollette
Linda K. Latham
Nancy Lavender-Bobenhouse and  
  Steve Bobenhouse
Ray and Marlene Loecke
Ray E. Lounsberry
Earl and Susan Maahs
David and Patricia Maahs
Darlene Mashek
Ron McBroom and Ginnie Hargis
Rich and Bonnie McCaughey
Dick Meade
Jim and Sue Meimann
Robert E. and Sharon Meisenheimer
Kathleen Meucci
MidAmerican Energy Company
Tom and Vikki Morain
Nancy Morgan
Mr. John Murray
Owen J. and Doris Jean Newlin
James and Jeanne O’Halloran
Ginger and Michael O’Keefe
Deirdre O’Neill
Shane and Jennifer O’Toole
Frank and Frances Patterson
Janis J. Petersen
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Pink
Robert and Wendy Prigge
Barb Raife
David S. Ramsey
Harvey A. Rice and Wilma R. Richards
Robert and Harriet Ringgenberg
Leonard and Helen Ringgenberg
Timothy D. Robson
Janece Rohwer
Ken Root
Connie and Dick Roth
Connie and Kim Schmett
Vern and Dorothy Schneider
Dr. and Mrs. Lawrence Staples, M.D.
Marlene and Doug Sullivan
Jon and Barb Swanson
Cliff and Meridee Swart

Clayton and Ruth Swenson
Rod and Eileen Swoboda
Nanette D. Tollakson
Philip T & Berta J Van Ekeren
Bob and Molly Veenstra
Gene and Loa Dawn Vincent
Harley A. Whitfield Sr.
Mr. and Mrs. Ivan Wikner
Donald D. and Ramona Wilson
Dan Wolfe and Laura Birkenholtz-Wolfe
Dorothy E. Wright and William K. Wright
and five anonymous donors

Up to $99
Dr. M.E. Alberts
Janet R. Albright
Terry and Tricia Applegate
Ryan Arends
Rowena Arnold
Thomas W. and Joan E. Auterman
Mr. R. John Badger, Jr. and Cindia A. Badger
David and Susan Bailey
Stephen and Marcia Baker
Norman and Ruth Barker
Sue and Tim Bata
Clint Bauer
Sandra and Michael Bauer
Irene Beavers
Megan Bendixen
Deanna and Darin Bennigsdorf
Gordon E. Bivens
Marcia Blanshan
Mr. Jesup Jay Bonnstetter
Carol Bowers
Max Bridgewater
Deanne Brill
Larry and Paula Bryant
Anita and Richard Calkins
Garwin and Marcia Carlson
Melinda A. Carriker
Adam and Jennifer Carroll
Lori Carter
Central Iowa Model A Club
Dianne and Norman Chambers
Edgar and Jaynee Christian
Mr. and Mrs. William F. Clark
William R. and Karen V. Claypool
John and Donna Cleasby
Martha Clifford
Franklin and Tracy Codel
Combined Federal Campaign of the National  
  Capital Area
Alice J. and Bob H. Cooper
Mark and Jeanette Courter

Amy and Steve Dannenfeldt
George and Patricia Davison
Jan Davison, Charitable Creations
Ron and Lynn Deiter
Janice Dickinson
Monica L. Dolezal
Jennie and Dennis Deerr
Judy and Andrew Downs
Jim and Lynelle Duncan
Sherry Duval
Jerry Eisenhour
John Epperson and Mairi Winslow
Christine M. Esken
Scotney and Susan Fenton
Robert and Arlene Foster
Joyce Franklin
Sally Fuller
Andrea Gallagher and Majorie Norris
Marilyn Garvey
Gass Vaughn Family
Richard and Alene Gates
Michael and Ann Gersie
Cathy and Thomas Goldman
Margot Goode
Craig and Lavon Griffieon
Jan Hall
Terri A. Hansen
Randy and Karen Hanten
Carol A. Harkin
Jan Hatch
Diane and Robert Hayes
Ardeth L. Henderson
David and Joan Hennessy
Debra J. Herrrig
Keo K. Holmes
John and Linda Hopkins
David and Stephanie Horak
Ruth Hoy
Beryl Hull
Dale Hultgren
Leland L. Huss
Larry and Karen Hutzell
Iowa One Gift Campaign
Maisie and Carl Janssen
Ron and Paula Johnson
Clive and Peggy Johnston
Norma Kachelhoffer
Lila J. Kapoor
Owner of a Century Farm in Shelby County,  
  Iowa
K. Robert Kern
Kraig and Diane Klopfenstein
Patricia Flynn Kollings
Ruth E. Kramme
Cristin and Brian Kreifels

2015 Annual Donors:
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Vicki J. Kress
Barbara Larson
Betsye Lee
Lowell H. Lein
Amy S. Leiserowitz
Bill and Linda LeMaster
Lioness Club of Urbandale
Sue Lister and Howard Bierenbaum
Jonathan and Betty Lister
Cindy and Dan Longnecker
Harlan and Deb Lundquist
Dennis Mar
Sunny and Jerry Marker
Ruth Marks
Evelyn K. Maxwell
W.N. Mayberry, W.W. Mayberry Farm, Inc.
Linda McClure
Robert and Romona McNair
Linda and Loren Meyer
Robert and JoAnn Meyer
Pat Meyer
Todd and Annette Michaels
David and Donna Miles
Bruce and Kimberly Miller
Polly V. Moore
Nate Morris
Brian and Frances Morris
Ray and Vera Mur
Merrie J. Murray
National Association of Priest Pilots
Philip Neil
John and Lucy Olson
Al and Mary Osborn
Brent Parker and Suzanne Secor Parker
Toni Parkins
Dorothy Parry
Michael D. and Betty J. Perry
Joe and Marty Pierce
Judy Prince
Su Zanna K. Prophet
Kenneth and Donna Reams
Delores Reynolds
Kay Rierson
Miriam and Kevin Rinehart
Christine Roberts
Vera L. Robins
Chloris V. Robinson
Timothy Robson
Mary Rolfes
Ann and Jim Sage
Lucy and Leon Sanderson
Roger and Marge Schlaefer
Garnet Schlievert
Robert and Carissa Schneider
Grace Schoper

Richard and Eleanor Shivers
Jan Sigler
Gayle and Kathleen Sipes
Jerry and Barbara Sloan
Sandy and Tim Stacy
Dean and Ruth Stall
Sandra L. Stougard
Summers Family
Mike and Madelyn Tetmeyer
Joanne and James Trees
Charles and Christy Trullinger
Melinda L. and Lee Turnbull
James Van Cleve
Colette Van Loon
Mrs. Carol Vavra
Ricahrd and Lana Vroom
Elaine L. Wallace
Knute Watne
William J. Welch
Jeff and Carolyn Wells
Harold J. and Marilyn M. Wente
Beth and Brian Willem
Roger and Darlene Witke
Jo Yeates
Liz and Tom Youngwirth
and seven anonymous donors

Honors and Memories
In Memory of Norbert Bauer
Clint Bauer	
	
In Memory of Norma Beerman
Dale Hultgren	
	
In Memory of Erica Berrier
Carol and G. Galin Berrier
	
In Honor of Linda Blair
Jan Davison, Charitable Creations
	
In Memory of Wendell Carlson
Robert and Romona McNair
Chloris V. Robinson
	
In Honor of Bruce and Colleen Charlton
Ron and Paula Johnson
	
In Honor of Wendy Charlton
Ron and Paula Johnson
	
In Memory of Dorotha Copeland Clark,  
  Waukee
Margot Goode	
	

In Memory of Art Dickey
Delores Reynolds
	
In Memory of Fred and  
  Josephine Dluhos
Mrs. Carol Vavra
	
In Memory of Bill Fairbank
Frederick Eller	
Cecil Goettsch
Janece Rohwer
	
In Memory of Joyce Farquharson
Jim and Lynelle Duncan
Christine M. Esken
Debra J. Herrrig
Amy S. Leiserowitz
Gayle and Kathleen Sipes
Elaine L. Wallace

In Memory of Margaret E. Flynn
Patricia Flynn Kollings	
			 
In Memory of G. Wade Franck
Franklin and Tracy Codel	
Ardeth L. Henderson		
Iowa State University		
Linda E. Knodle		
Jan Milroy			 
Miriam and Kevin Rinehart	
			 
In Memory of Keith Fredenburg
Laure Fredenburg		
			 
In Memory of Bill Freel	
Ruth Marks		
Delores Reynolds		
			 
In Memory of Flora May Fried
Delta Kappa Gamma Tau Chapter
			 
In Memory of Dennis M. Gooch
Janet R. Albright		
Mr. R. John Badger, Jr. and Cindia A. Badger
Catherine, Jim and Nora Dietz-Kilen
Cathy and Thomas Goldman	
Joan Gooch		
Ginnie Hargis		
Jonathan and Betty Lister	
Sue Lister and Howard Bierenbaum
Pat Meyer		
Jan Milroy			 
Sandra L. Stougard		
Philip T. & Berta J. Van Ekeren	
Kathleen Zehr				  
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In Memory of Hubert Green	
Summers Family		
			 
In Memory of Ray and June Hagie
Scotney and Susan Fenton	

In Memory of Jean S. Hantz
Ruth E. Kramme
Chuck and Kathy Safris

In Memory of William A. Hart
Joan J. Hart

In Memory of Karolyn J. Hatch
Central Iowa Model A Club
Jan Hatch
Keo K. Holmes
Ross and Judy Jabaay
Lioness Club of Urbandale
Jeff and Carolyn Wells
and one anonymous donor

In Memory of Erwin and  
  Verla Haverkamp
Beth and John Krogh

In Memory of Erma Hawkins
Karen R. Hawkins

In Memory of Clark and Janice Helland
Phyllis Helland and Ray Morse

In Memory of John and Hazel Hennessy
David and Joan Hennessy

In Memory of Susan Herbrechtsmeier
Nancy and Paul Herbrechtsmeier

In Honor of Wayne Otis Hopkins
John and Linda Hopkins

In Memory of George and  
  Mildred Hunter
Hunter Farms

In Honor of Craig Janssen and  
  Gale Janssen Huth
Maisie and Carl Janssen

In Memory of Brice Charles Janvrin
Diane and Bruce Janvrin

In Memory of her Norwegian ancestors  
  who settled in Iowa in the early 1900s
Sharon Knudsen

In Memory of Vince and Mabel King
Delores Reynolds
Heidi Smith Herzog

In Memory of Kevin Kurtz
Kathleen Meucci

In Memory of Dolly Lein
Lowell H. Lein

In Memory of Grandma Charlotte Lind
Betsye Lee

In Memory of Patrick Mashek
Darlene Mashek

In Memory of Mayberry Family Farm    
  (Heritage Farm)
W.N. Mayberry, W.W. Mayberry Farm, Inc.

In Memory of Francis (Frank)  
  Martin Miley
Richard and Eleanor Shivers

In Memory of Lewis E. Morris
Nate Morris

In Memory of Alice Van Wert Murray
Bobst Family
Dorothy Parry

In Memory of Dr. William Murray
David S. Ramsey

In Honor of Norman Pollock
Stephen and Marcia Baker

In Memory of Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Rae
Sharon Knudsen

In Memory of Larry and Beverly Rollins
Christi Garrett

In Memory of Helen Schmitz
Gene and Loa Dawn Vincent

In Memory of Matt Schutterle
Adam and Jennifer Carroll

In Memory of Cecil Songer
Ray and Vera Mur

In Memory of Bessie B. Van Cleve
James Van Cleve

In Memory of Nancy Wente
Tom and Vikki Morain
Harold J. and Marilyn M. Wente

In Memory of Scott Wikner
Mr. and Mrs. Ivan Wikner

In Memory of Maxine Wilbur
Diane and Robert Hayes

In Memory of Clyde and Phyllis Wood
Lois and Gayle Strickler

In Honor of Diane Zetterman
Ron and Paula Johnson

2015 Annual Donors:
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In-Kind Donors:

ABC5/WOI Des Moines

Allspice

Malinda Anderson

Mary Lou Aspengren

Atlantic Coca-Cola Bottling Company

Dave and Melinda Austin

Baconfest

Becky Ballantyne

Barbara L. Bernard and Family

Blank Park Zoo

Brandmeyer Popcorn

Broadbent Distillery

Kathryn Brush

Loretta Bugs

Café Su

Melinda A. Carriker

Garland and Mona Carver

Casey’s General Stores

Marjorie S. Cavanah

Cedar Ridge Vineyards, Winery & Distillery

The Cheese Shop

Chocolaterie Stam

Melissa Cleven

Confluence Brewing

Jeff Coughlin

Covered Bridges Winery

Dehner Distillery

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Dennis

Jean Eby

Mary Eley

Fitness Sports

Flix Brewhouse

Greg and Jan Franck

Sandra J. Freel

Gateway Market

Mike and Cheryl Giudicessi

John Godley

Lela Griffin

Prof. Mark Hanna

Barbara Hawkins

Michelle Heaberlin

Thomas Hubbell

Hy-Vee, Inc.

Iowa Distilling Company

Iowa Jewish Historical Society

Iowa Machine Shed

Iowa Orchard

Iowa State Fair Blue Ribbon Foundation

Ross and Judy Jabaay

Jennifer Janasen

Debbie Jayne

Jay’s Cookies

John Deere

Sharon Knudsen

La Quercia

David Larsen

Mrs. JoAnn Larsen

George and Erin Lederhaas

Logan Contractors Supply, Inc.

John P. Miller, Jr.

Millstream Brewing Company

Mississippi River Distilling Company

Penoach Vineyard

Anjeanette Perkins

Georgianne I. Peterson

Norman Reinier

Angie Richey

Roberta A. Riddle

ROGUEsweets

Brenda Romig

Lois Rowe

Sara Schlievert

Ben Schuh

Science Center of Iowa

Linda and Scott Shuck

South Union Bakery

Splash Seafood Bar and Grill

Sweet Binney’s Bakery

Les Swick

Train Wreck Winery

Victoria Cleaners Inc.

Teresa Warren

Werner Distilling

Heather Wheeler

WHO-HD Channel 13

Whole Foods Market

Jen Wikner

Randi Woods Webber
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Endowment:

More than $1 million
Wayne Alwill Estate

$500,000 and above
W.T. and Edna M. Dahl Trust

$175,000 and above
Alice Van Wert Murray

$100,000 and above
Mrs. Henry A. (Ilo) Wallace

$75,000 and above
Iowa Farm Bureau Federation

$30,000 and above
LeRoy Pratt Estate
Dr. Stephen Smith

$20,000 and above
Nancy M. Wente Estate

$15,000 and above
Deirdre O’Neill

$10,000 and above
Daniel Cosgriff Trust
Jean S. Hantz

$5,000 and above
Patsy Cosgriff Trust
Ruth Herriott Estate
Lisa and Timothy Mullan
And one anonymous donor

$2,500 and above
Merrill and Carolyn Cottington 
Joleen Fairbank
Meier Bernstein Foundation
Peace, Charlie

$1,000 and above
Patricia J. Beneke
Janet S. Beneke and Ralph J. Butkowski
Don and Mary Jane Carlson
Carlson Brothers Farm
Janet Kremers
DeLoris M. Lundvall
Mike and Nancy Zoellner

$750 and above
Arnold Carlson
Holly and James Dierks
Rob Fairbank

$500 and above
Timothy and Rhonda Arends
Richard C. Carlson
Wendell Carlson
Garwin and Marcia Carlson
Molly K. and Thomas Conway
John and Karen Fatino
Patricia Greteman
Ruth and Robert Haus
Joann and James Johnston
Bob and Ann Kurtz
Chloris V. Robinson

$250 and above
Keith and Martha Carlson
Orville Carlson
Francis and Virginia Carlson
Dale E. Carlson
Nyle and Jan Cottington
Gary and Phyllis Cottington
Robert and Peggy Harmon

Clyde E. Leonard
The Charles Silltrop Family
Kevin and Shannon Stuart
Audrienne Swedlund
Mark K. Swedlund
Virginia Wadsley
Brian and Linda Wilcox

$100 and above
Donna Ahrens
Richard and Joan Anderson
Mark Arends
Susan and Chris Arends
Andrew and Christy Arends
Russell and Julie Baxley
Cleone and H. Prince Beall
Ronald and Marilyn Carlson
Randy and Emma Jo Carlson
Kurtis and Denise Carlson
Chris Carlson
Maxine G. Carlson
Darla’s Piano Studio 
Brian and Laura Davis
Charlene B. Fox
John and Janet Glessner
Nick Greteman
Marie and Bruce Johnson
The John Kurtz Family
Brenda and Michael Marciniak
Doris and Joe Newell
Sean and Melissa Pelletier
Patricia Patten
Eric and Catherine Peterson
Davis and De Loris Samuelson
Laurie Sillstrop and John Damien
Margaret Silltrop
Mary and John Szymoniak
Rick and Nanette Tollakson

Up to $99
Jennifer and Thomas Allen
Pamela Barton
Carol Broback

Most outdoor history museums in the U.S. were founded by wealthy patrons who provided endowment gifts that still fund  
significant portions of their operations today. In some cases, those endowment funds cover more than half of their annual  
operating expenses. This is not the case for Living History Farms. We have, however, through the generous support of the  
donors listed below, been able to build a $9 million endowment fund to help support operations, maintenance and upkeep.  
We are so grateful for their generous support!

We are also excited to report that thanks to a number of the donors listed below, we have successfully met a Cultural Trust 
Endowment Challenge, 6 months ahead-of-schedule. A major grant from Iowa Farm Bureau Federation put us over the top, 
making us eligible to receive another $30,000 from the State of Iowa in 2016. Thank you so much to the Iowa Arts Council (who 
administers the Cultural Trust), the Iowa Farm Bureau Federation, and all of the other donors who helped with this challenge!
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Russell E. Carlson D.D.S.
Calvin Carlson
Austin Carlson
Roger L. Carlson
Chuck’s Restaurant, Inc.
Ramon and Doris Dick
Catherine, Jim and Nora Dietz-Kilen
Melanie and Thomas Donahue
Thomas and Nancy Ernst
Mary and Robert Fanter
John and Shaun Fay
Maureen and Michael Fay
Jay and Ann Fogarty Family
William and Carol Fogarty, and Family
Karen R. Hawkins 
Mary Jo Jablonski
Clive and Peggy Johnston
Steven and Sara Johnston
Mr. and Mrs. George A. LaMair II
Margey and Jack Lipovac
John and Larita Manship
John and Rhonda Marshall
Maribeth Martin
Michael and Kathy McHenry
Bob and Debbie Morlan
Jean Mountain
Jennifer Nellans
James and Kelly Nelson
Alissa Rauser
Greg and Sheila Robinson
Connie and Kim Schmett
Audrienne Swedlund
Catherine Vickroy
Douglas A. Wells and Sarah R. Wells
James and Susan Willett
Carla Wood
Kirby Wood
Shirley A. Yungclas

Italics indicate a deferred gift commitment to  
Living History Farms

Honors and Memories

In Memory of Bill Fairbank
Joleen Fairbank
Rob Fairbank
John and Karen Fatino
Robert and Peggy Harmon
Brenda and Michael Marciniak
Eric and Catherine Peterson

In Memory of Merill Cottington
Jerry and Angie Zenk

In Honor of Louis and Julia Greteman
Patricia Greteman

In Memory of Frances B. Kurtz
Pamela Barton
Carol Broback
Russell E. Carlson D.D.S.
Chuck’s Restaurant, Inc.
Melanie and Thomas Donahue
Thomas and Nancy Ernst
Mary and Robert Fanter
John and Shaun Fay
Maureen and Michael Fay
Jay and Ann Fogarty Family
William and Carol Fogarty, and Family
Mary Jo Jablonski
The John Kurtz Family
Mr. and Mrs. George A. LaMair II
Margey and Jack Lipovac
John and Rhonda Marshall
Michael and Kathy McHenry
Bob and Debbie Morlan
Jean Mountains
Jennifer Nellans
Greg and Sheila Robinson
The Charles Silltrop Family
Margaret Silltrop
Mary and John Szymoniak
Catherine Vickroy
Douglas A. Wells and Sarah R. Wells
James and Susan Willett
Carla Wood
Kirby Wood
Mike and Nancy Zoellner

In Memory of Robert B. Kurtz, Sr.
Molly K. and Thomas Conway

In Memory of Erma Hawkins
Karen R. Hawkins

In Honor of Alice Van Wert Murray
Patricia and Leslie Patten
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Living History Farms
Vision Statement 

Living History Farms will be a premiere  
destination for people to experience rural        
traditions and create memories.

Mission Statement

Living History Farms is an interactive outdoor   
history museum which educates, entertains and 
connects people of all ages to Midwestern rural 
life experiences.

Statement of Purpose

The purpose of Living History Farms is to make 
the public aware of the significance of agriculture 
in the development of America.  Living History 
Farms will present the changes that have occurred 
in farming methods, concepts and technology and 
interpret the significance of those changes both in 
history and in modern life.  By showing authentic 
models of historical and modern farming, Living 
History Farms enables visitors to observe and  
participate in these processes and relate them to 
their lives.

Structure

Living History Farms is a non-profit, 501(c)(3)  
historical, educational museum.  LHF is a private 
non-profit.  LHF is governed by a volunteer Board 
of Directors.

Location

Living History Farms is located at 11121 Hickman 
Road, exit #125 from the combined Interstates 
35/80, in Urbandale, Iowa.  

Fun Fact

Since 1970, Living History Farms has enjoyed 
sharing its mission with more than 5 million 
visitors.

Quick Stats

1970 Summer Opened

500+ Acres Land Size

3 Working Farms 1700, 
1850, 
1900

40 Historic and  
Modern Buildings

6.5 Miles Roads

18,000 Artifacts

39 FTE Professional Staff 2015

1000+ Volunteers 2015

2600+ Members 2015

101,000+ Visitors 2015

28 Countries Visitors 2015

50 States Visitors 2015

29,000+    Students Served Annual

536 Donors 2015

$2.3 Million Operating       
Expense Budget

2016

$770,000 Fundraising Need 2016

33% Operating Budget 
from Fundraising

2016

lo

Living History Farms is featured in the NY Times Bestseller, 
1000 Places To See Before You Die in the US and Canada, 
available in the Marketplace Museum Store.


