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President’s Welcome:

The 2014 season was a huge success thanks to the dedicated 
staff and volunteers who bring Living History Farms to life. 
Most importantly, we are thankful for the community  
support from over 100,000 visitors in the 2014 season. 
Whether you came to tour our historic sites, or to run the 
cross-country race, to trick or treat, or taste a historic dinner, 
we are grateful for your participation in the programs we 
offered in 2014.

Fundraising efforts assisted Living History Farms in  
addressing our operational needs in addition to preserving 
the farms for future generations. Our endowment has grown 
to nearly $9 million at this time, which is more than four 
times our annual operating expense budget. Our long-term 
goal to reach $10 million is in striking distance.

As a part of our current strategic plan, enhancing the  
accessibility of Living History Farms is an identified priority. 
As such, we have moved the Ioway site further east. We have 
also made boardwalk improvements in Walnut Hill, to make 
for more even walking surfaces. 

We have also installed new roofs and gutters on several  
historic buildings including Greteman’s General Store, the 
1900 Farm outbuildings, and the Church of the Land, to  
preserve these buildings far into the future.

Looking ahead to the 2015 season, we will celebrate our 
45th anniversary as a museum with a homecoming reunion 
in June and a Wedding Memory Day in July. We will host  
a new traveling exhibit entitled House and Home and  
celebrate diversity. We will also focus on constructing a new  
maintenance building complex including a hoop building  
to store our modern agricultural equipment.

Please know that as stewards of this precious museum, we 
are thankful for the support this generous community has 
provided year after year to make this a special place to  
explore your agricultural heritage and to create memories 
with your family and friends.

We will be holding community conversations in 2015 to 
solicit your ideas for future programming and plans for the 
museum. Please contact us if you are interested in joining  
the conversation.

Ruth Haus
President and CEO
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2014 Staff:

Education & Day Camp
Colby Baker Thayer

Emily Bruns
Erin Carey

Emma Conley
Heather Eime
Sarah Fulton
Hanna Geiger

Emily Greteman
Abigail Hoffman

Ashley Kerns
Christa Kirsch-Paulson

Ann Krois
Molly Larson
Krystal Lewis

Stephanie McGrew
Samantha Smithson

Samantha Wipperman

Guest Services & Retail
Katie Getting

Jacey Gutknecht
Evan Hoyt

Kristin Imboden
Alexandra McKeighan

Molly Meyer
Allison Osweiler

Caroline Schoonover
Julie Witmer
Carla Zeller

Interpretation
Pamela Alexander
Megan Anderson
Matthew Beyer

Emily Brush
Melinda Carriker

Kelly Clime
David Connon
Katherine Dahl

Nancy Frederiksen
Kirk Freeman

Kathryn Glosser
Judy Goodman
David Hauge

Aaron Haywood
Trae Hestness

Thomas Hoover
Debra Irving
Judith Jabaay
David Johnson
Kyle Johnson

Elysa Koss
Anthony Kuehn

Cara McCoy
Karen Nordholm
Ryan O’Connell

Lucy Olson
Hilary Pearson
Laura Poresky
Sarah Purdy

Daniel Rasmussen
Tiffany Rudd

Ashley Schonberg
Nicole Seay

Tynan Shadle

Emma Shipley
Gary Shirk

Erin Siebers
Corrine Swart
Chelsea Tegels
Maria Tekolste
Luis Vasquez

Michael Witmer
Kathlee Yates

Christopher Zarifis

Maintenance & Transportation
William Allen

Jonathan Anderson
Stephen Anderson

Dean Boots
Daniel Gallardo

Daniel Lang
Robert Prigge

Alexander Williamson
Edward Wilson

Marketing & Communications
Kate Meyer

Rentals 
William Denton

Krystal Lewis

Special Events
Megan Bendixen

Judy Downs
Linda Shuck

Ruth Haus
President

Jen Albers
Finance and Retail Operations

Janet Dennis
Interpretation

Jim Dietz-Kilen
Development

Jennie Deerr
Marketing and Communications

Laure Fredenburg
Membership and Guest Services

Dean Irving 
Maintenance

Daniel Jones
Education

Jan Milroy
Volunteer Program

Management Team
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Volunteers:

Since Living History Farms opened in 
1970 thousands of volunteers have  
contributed more than 800,000 hours  
of their skills and talents to the quality 
of our museum. We are humbled by  
and grateful for this show of  
community support. Volunteers fill a 
variety of roles for us. They serve on our 
Board and other special Committees and 
help with Administrative tasks. They 
transport visitors during their visits, or 
teach and engage them by re-creating 
historical time periods. They assist in 
repairing period clothing, maintain our 
gardens and grounds, and help in our 
Collections Department. They entertain 
and educate through our  
Melodrama Society and 1870s Baseball 
Team, and host exhibits. They assist at 
special events, raise funds through the 
Guild Garage Sale, and help run our 
Summer Day Camp.  We can never say 
thank you enough. 

Rich Bergez - Chair 
First American Bank 

Kathleen Zehr - Immediate Past Chair 
LWBJ Financial 

Sean Pelletier - Vice Chair  
EMC Insurance Companies

Kelsey Knowles - Secretary 
Belin McCormick, P.C.

Brian Frantum - Treasurer  
Iowa Fertilizer Company

Dave Austin 
DuPont Pioneer

Don Brush 
retired, Wells Fargo  

Private Client Services

Holly Dierks 
retired, John Deere Financial

Dan Greteman 
FBL Financial

Bob Kurtz 
Kurtz Hardware

Nancy Lavender-Bobenhouse  
Fitness Sports

Lisa Mullan 
Kemin Industries

Chuck Safris 
retired

Connie Schmett 
Schmett & Associates

Shane Zimmerman 
Wells Fargo

Randi Woods Webber 
Principal Financial Group

During 2014

1,008  
volunteers
filled 

1,963  
positions 

and contributed

20,817 
hours!Living History Farms Foundation Board

Living History Farms  
Board Committees

Audit SubCommittee

Building Maintenance  
Task Force 

Executive

Farmstasia

Finance

Guild

Nominating/Governance

Strategic Planning

Volunteer Dawn Liekweg
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Governor Terry Branstad  
Co-Chair

Mary Nelson  
Co-Chair

Garland Carver

Sherry Glenn

Roger Jacobsen

Ann Jennings

Dean Kleckner

Lee Kline

Marilyn Kollmorgen

Ivan Lyddon

Barb Lykins

Gene Maahs

Bob Morlan

Alice Murray

Ken Root

Barry Schaffter

Jacque Stessman

Drew Vogel

Education Advisory Committee

Karen Menz – Chair

Christie McConathy – Immediate Past Chair

Laurie Bartle

Kris Bigler

Betty Peterson

Veralynn Schilling

Jackie Scieszinski

Jerry Stratton

Dr. Chad Timm – Vice Chair

Stephanie Rosenberg-Wager

Vivian Schwab and her  
daughter Amanda have  
been volunteers since 2004.  
They first started as historical 
interpreters at the Tangen Home 
and then moved to the 1900 Farm. 
As Amanda got older they began 
helping with special events.  
Amanda graduated from high 
school this past spring and we 
received this note from Vivian: 

Living History Farms Emeritus Board

I’ve been scanning pictures of Amanda for her high school graduation 
party. It brought back many happy memories of our time at LHF. Amanda 
started working the summer between her 2nd and 3rd grade year.It was 
delightful to see her do ‘real work’ when she was as young as eight years 
old. She could engage children at the Tangen Home and the 1900 Farm in 
ways that adults couldn’t. Our experience at 1900 gave her a small taste 
of the rural life like I had on my grandparent’s farm. 
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Education:

Day Camp receives ACA Accreditation
Accreditation is a parent’s best evidence of a camp’s 
commitment to health and safety. 

ACA accreditation verifies that a camp has complied 
with up to 300 standards for health, safety, and pro-
gram quality, which are recognized by courts of law 
and government regulators.

STEM based programming: 
In April 2014, Living History Farms offered a new 
STEM-based program on farm power for middle school 
Talented and Gifted students from Des Moines. During 
this program, students got a chance to learn about, and 
experiment with, different kinds of power on the farm. 
They explored ox power, horse power, tractor power, 
and human power through hands-on activities.

Intergenerational Learning:
Living History Farms offered its annual Homeschool Day 
event twice in 2014. Living History Farms also partnered 
with Drake Head Start and Big Brothers/Big Sisters of 
Iowa for special days of activities.

Oh. my. gosh! The kids had a BALL! My 10 year old declared it,
‘The best museum in the history of museums’. My 3 year old kept 
saying over and over again, ‘I’m happy, Mom. I’m really, really happy’.

Favorites - the 10 and 7 year old girls loved carding wool. The 7 year 
old boy loved hoisting the hay bales into the loft. The 4 year old girl 
loved the playground with the tractors and such up by the farms 
exhibit building. The 3 year old loved watching the pigs, and the 
2 year old loved the chickens. :-)  It was a great day!

Mary B., Omaha, NE (visited on Homeschool Day)
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 Accessibility:
Oak Grove has a ramp! Thanks to  
a grant from the Living History Farms 
Guild, we were able to put a ramp on 
this building, which is located near 
the 1850 Pioneer Farm and used for 
Day Camp, enrichment programs, and 
classes. Oak Grove is now accessible to 
anyone in a wheelchair.

Connecting to Modern  
Agriculture: 
In April 2014, Living History Farms 
unveiled “Learning Fields,” an online 
exhibit on farming today. The goal of 
Learning Fields is to connect our visitors 
with modern agriculture. Through the 
generous support of the Iowa Food  
and Family Project, we were able to 
launch this exhibit in time for spring 
school tours.

NEW Outreach partnerships  
and programs:
Johnston School District celebrated its 
100th anniversary as a district. To  
commemorate, they asked Living 
History Farms to create an experience 
on what it was like to go to school 100 
years ago. In January and February, 
staff visited each elementary school in 
Johnston, and provided all students 
present with a 30-minute taste of going 
to school in a one-room schoolhouse.

In November, Living History Farms 
entered into a partnership with Des 
Moines Public Schools to bring outreach 
programs to each elementary school. 
Fourth grade students will incorporate 
the “Pioneer Daily Life” into their social 
studies class, and fifth grade students 
include the “Ioway Culture” program 
into their studies. We are very excited 
to be able to bring these programs to 
classrooms throughout Des Moines!

Internships and Volunteers:
We could not do what we do without the help of volunteers and interns. The following students were part of the 
summer internship program.

In 2014, the development department was pleased to have the help of Allison Wignall, University of Iowa,  
throughout the summer.

A very special thank you to the members of the Education Advisory Committee who help us stay connected with 
what is going on in the field of education.

Day Camp
Colby Baker-Thayer (Simpson College)
Emily Bruns (Univ. of Northern Iowa)
Emma Conley (Dordt College)
Sarah Fulton (Drake Univ.)
Abigail Hoffman (Univ. of Northern Iowa)
Stephanie McGrew (Iowa State)
Samantha Wipperman (Wartburg College) 

Historic Interpreter
Sarah Purdy (Central College)
Daniel Rasmussen (Iowa State)
Tynan Shadle (Tusculum College)
Emma Shipley (Univ. of Northern Iowa)
Corrine Swart (Roger Williams Univ.)
Maria TeKolste (Dordt College)
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Fit as a Farmer:
In 2014, Living History Farms  
celebrated a year of being  
“Fit as a Farmer”, exploring health 
and fitness as our seasonal theme. 
From June through mid-August, 
historic sites offered daily  
hands-on activities focused on  
fitness and health. The working 
farm sites explored how doing  
certain chores affected heart rate 
and calorie burn. The Schafer Drug 
Store compounded patent  
medicines. The Elliot Millinery shop 
offered guests the opportunity to 
try on corsets and bustles. Guests 
could experience for themselves 
how much these fashion statements 
affected breathing, posture and  
free movement. The Walnut Hill  
Dramatic Society recreated period 
medicine shows, attempting to 
sell their miracle “product”, Prof. 
Savage’s Swamp Root Elixir, several 
times during the season.

Foodways Fridays:
On Fridays, the historic kitchens 
at Living History Farms showcased 
food and ingredients that impacted 
health and nutrition in the past. 
Foodways Fridays took place each 
week at a different historic site  
over the lunch hour. Each Foodways  
Friday program offered guests  
either a recipe card or trivia card  
full of information about the  
highlighted ingredients or  
techniques. The 1900 Farm kitchen 
demonstrated Temperance drinks, 
while the 1850 Pioneer Farm  
demonstrated a period beer  
making recipe.  

The Tangen House kitchen  
churned butter, sharing the science 
and caloric background of real  
butter. Even the 1700 Ioway Farm 
baked fish in their open fire, 
prompting great discussion on the  
availability of various foods in  
native Iowa cultures. 

Ioway Culture Day:
Ioway Culture Day in July featured a 
concentrated look at foodways for 
the Ioway tribe in the 1700s,  
including open fire cooking and 
tasting samples of Corn and  
Pumpkin stews. Guest presenters, 
Sarita McGowan and Stuart Huntley, 
shared native traditional dances as 
examples of exercise and fitness in 
native cultures. Sarita McGowan is a 
tribal member of the Ioway Tribe of 
Kansas and Nebraska. Sarita  
performed Northern Traditional 
Women’s Buckskin dances. Stuart 
Huntley, a member of the Ogallala 
Lakota tribe, performed grass style 
dances. Tammy and Kelly Rundle 
of Fourth Wall Films, makers of the 
film, Lost Nation: the Ioway, shared 
excerpts from their films, talking 
with guests about the process of 
documenting Ioway culture.

Interpretation:
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Spirited: Prohibition in  
America:
The NEH On the Road traveling 
exhibit “Spirited: Prohibition in 
America” was a featured program 
highlight of the summer. The exhibit 
followed the course of prohibition 
from early Victorian temperance 
movements through the 1920s and 
repeal in the 1930s. Photographs, 
videos and artifacts engaged guests 
in the many ways the Prohibition 
movements impacted American  
culture. Election Day, a historic  
snapshot event in our 1875 town of 
Walnut Hill, echoed this discussion 
of Victorian attitudes towards  
temperance. Guests were treated to 
a recreated Temperance Rally and 
speeches of fictional candidates for 
Walnut Hill Mayor. The speeches 
were based on period sources for 
and against a local temperance law.

Historic Foodways Programs:
Living History Farms was pleased 
to host historic dinners and teas at 
three historic sites over the course 
of 2014. The 1900 Farm dinners 
continued to be a popular way 
to experience historic recipes and 
farm culture in a relaxed setting.  
The 1875 Dahl Historic Dinners at  
Tangen House provided a family  
experience of small town culture in 
the Victorian era. The Flynn  
Mansion offered a high society 
menu experience, allowing guests 
to explore fish forks and dessert 
spoons during a nine course meal.  
The Victorian Tea program gave 
larger groups an opportunity to sip 
hot tea and nibble luncheon  
sandwiches while chatting with 
friends and new acquaintances. 

Collections:
During 2014, Collections staff had the privilege of  
working one on one with exhibit design team members 
from Mid-American Arts Alliance to install the NEH 
On the Road traveling exhibit “Spirited: Prohibition in 
America.” The traveling exhibition was a favorite with 
visitors and curators alike, giving our collection teams a 
chance to work with new technology driven  
exhibit pieces, such as projection devises and touch 
screen interactives.   

The acquisition of new quilt display stands allowed  
us to showcase over 15 historic quilts, corsets and  
historic under garments, as well as several pieces of 
historic clothing during the annual fall historic textile 
show. The show expanded in 2014 to include both  
upstairs and downstairs of 
the Flynn Mansion.  
Following the health and 
fitness season theme, the 
show exposed museum 
guests to the many ways 
fashion and health relate—
from restrictive formal 
gowns to loose fitting work 
dresses as well as heeled 
dress shoes and comfy  
historic house slippers.

8Living History Farms / Annual Report
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Living History Farms’ Cabin Fever series brings diverse crowds to the Farms prior to the start of our touring season. 
From May through mid-October, themed friend-raising events enrich the visitor experience for visitors from around 
the world and down the block. Our signature Family Easter, Family Halloween, and Family Christmas events  
continue to be very popular with children of all ages. The Farmstasia gala event is the largest source of funding  
for our extensive array of education and outreach programs.

Special Events:
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Membership:
Member Mondays were back in 2014 for the second 
year. This 10-week program provided exclusive,  
intimate hands-on opportunities for members. Children 
and parents were able to bake biscuits and milk a cow 
at the 1900 Farm, churn ice cream at the Tangen Home 
and forge hooks at the Blacksmith, just to name a few. 
Watch for this program to return in 2015 with a  
combination of the favorite activities from the past  
couple of years, along with several new opportunities!

More than 2,300 member households were involved 
with Living History Farms during 2014. They know  
that their membership not only provides them with  
fantastic benefits, it also is a meaningful way to  
support the Farms.

Guest Services:

Rentals:
Living History Farms rental facilities host  
a variety of rental events during the year.  
The majority are weddings and wedding  
receptions. 

This year we served as the site for several 
community events and programs.  
Successful Farming hosted their Tools of 
the Future tour here in June. Titan MOB 
held their inaugural race here in August.  
In September the Midwest U.S. – Japan 
Association conference held an event 
here and Childvoice used our facilities  
for an educational outreach event.  
Our partner for Fido on the Farms, Paws 
& Effect, held a Day of the Dead  
celebration here in late-October and we 
ended the year with the 36th annual LHF 
Cross Country Race the Saturday before 
Thanksgiving.

31%
Other (festivals,  

races, etc)

15%
Business Meetings

2014 Rental Events

29%
Weddings

25%
Wedding Receptions
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$100,000 and above
BRAVO Greater Des Moines
John Deere
Living History Farms Race

$50,000 and above
Mary and R.W. Nelson

$30,000 and above
Nationwide

$25,000 and above
Fred Maytag Family Foundation
Principal Financial Group Foundation, Inc.

$20,000 and above
DuPont Pioneer
EMC Insurance Companies
Iowa Department of Cultural Affairs

$15,000 and above
Friends of Baseball
Wells Fargo

$10,000 and above
Atlantic Coca-Cola Bottling Company
Cole-Belin Education Foundation
Grinnell Mutual Group Foundation
Meredith Corporation Foundation

$7,500 and above
Kemin Industries

$5,000 and above
Mary and Dale Andringa

Farmers Mutual Hail Insurance  
  Company of Iowa
Gabus Automotive Group
Dan and Ree Greteman
GROWMARK, Inc.
Homesteaders Life Company
Hy-Vee, Inc.
Iowa Food and Family Project
Iowa Soybean Association
The Al & Ann Jennings Foundation
The Lauridsen Family
Polk County
Prairie Meadows
Sukup Manufacturing Co.
Union Pacific Foundation

$3,500 and above
Bank of the West
John K. & Luise V. Hanson Foundation
Winifred Murray Kelley
Lisa and Timothy Mullan

$2,500 and above
Alliant Energy Foundation
Bankers Trust Company
Belin McCormick P.C.
Bridgestone Tires Americas Inc.,  
Agricultural Division
FBL Financial Group, Inc.
Hy-Line International
Iowa Farm Bureau Federation
Chuck and Kathy Safris

$2,000 and above
Dave and Mindy Austin
The Coons Foundation
Diamond Vogel Paints
David and Margaret Drury
Sherry Teachout Glenn

Iowa Bankers Association
Libby Nelson

$1,500 and above
Community Foundation of Greater Des Moines
Holly and James Dierks
Catherine, Jim and Nora Dietz-Kilen
Bruce and Susy Kelley
Sean and Kelsey Knowles
Lennox Manufacturing Inc.
Monsanto Fund

$1,000 and above
Terry and Christine Branstad
Don and Kathryn Brush
Bill and Corky Classen
Selma N. Duvick
Marian and Don Easter Fund
Easter Family Fund
John and Louise Grzybowski
John and Barb Hagie
Nancy and Paul Herbrechtsmeier
Barb and Dan Hoy
ILC Resources
Grant Meek and Family
Bob and Debbie Morlan
National Endowment for the Humanities
Christopher E. Nelson, Ph.D. and Linda P. 
Nelson
Barry and Becka Schaffter
Connie and Kim Schmett
Stephen Smith
David Wallace
Randi Woods Webber
West Bank
Kathleen Zehr
Shane and Keri Zimmerman

2014 Annual Donors:

The following 555 donors made gifts in support of annual operations during 2014. These include gifts for  
our annual fund and sponsorship support for our fundraising events (VIP and Farmstasia). They also include  
commitments for site maintenance and improvement projects that were identified as priorities under  
Living History Farms’ 2013-2015 Strategic Plan. 

Names appearing in blue on the following pages are those of donors who made new or increased annual support 
gifts during 2014. Names in bold indicate that their gifts also include support for those priority improvements. 

We appreciate each and every one of our donors and are so grateful for the support given by each one.  
At the same time, we have to say that we couldn’t be happier to be so blue and so bold.  
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$750 and above
Janet B. Figg
Jan Milroy
Vern and Susan Thorp, Windrush Farms

$500 and above
Beasley Family Foundation, Inc.
Rich and Loretta Bergez
Bill Bohan
Casey’s General Stores
Patty and Jim Cownie Charitable Fund
Delta Kappa Gamma Tau Chapter
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Dennis
James D. and Eva Ann Elmer
Brian and Beth Frantum
Phyllis Helland and Ray Morse
ITA Group, Inc
Roger and Laura Jacobsen
Sally and William Lambert
John and Pam Miller
David G. Murray and Judith M. Sayles
NCMIC Group, Inc./Professional Solutions
Pam and Kenneth Nelson
Sean and Melissa Pelletier
Steve and Renee Schaaf 
Stroh Corporation
Mr. and Mrs. Jay Van Wert
David S. and Sara K. Walker
Jennifer and Kevin Zaugg

$250 and above
Jennifer and Ryan Albers
Susan and John Aschenbrenner
Edwin W. Bartine II
Rick Bartosh
Mark and Dee Batchelder
Patricia J. Beneke
Carol and Galin Berrier
Gloria and James Boyt
Richard and Sonja Carlson
Randy and Emma Jo Carlson
Flo and David Dietz
Rob Fairbank
Christi Garrett
Ruth and Robert Haus
Karen R. Hawkins
Pete and Janet Hermanson
Holmes Murphy
Tom and Donnelle Hoover
Raynold and Kay Johnson
Paul and Marion Johnson
Irene Knapp
Linda E. Knodle

Dr. and Mrs. Robert Kollmorgen
Denise and Eldon McAfee
Margaret Hill Northey and Wayne V. Northey
Janet and Mark Rosenbury
Mary Scarpino
Jacquelyne and Rich Seibert
Anne Slatterly
Gordon J. Smith
Jacque and Dan Smith
Lois and Gayle Strickler
Cliff and Meridee Swart
Dr. and Mrs. Michael J. Versackas
Sarah A. Warth
Wellmark Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Iowa
Opal Wilson
and two anonymous donors

$100 and above
Dr. Gary W. and Mary Alice Amerman
Steve and Jen Arkwright
Mary Lou Aspengren
Becky Ballantyne
Andrew and Lisa Bean
Barbara Beatty and John Merriman
Dave and Mary Bendixen
Bruce Bernard
Albert and Amy Bingaman
Linda Blair
Bobst Family
James M. and Barbara K. Bock
Margaret Brennan
Larry and Cecelia Browne
Steve and Melissa Brush
George Burnet
Don and Mary Jane Carlson
Keith and Martha Carlson
Scott and Kristin Carlson
Garland and Mona Carver
Dennis and Maria Casey
Peggy and Bob Casper
James and Inis Clark
Mark Clark and Katie Roth
John Alden Clark
Glenn and Ruth Clark
John and Donna Cleasby
Vicki Sehgal and Ryan Clutter
Joseph M. and Margaret Ann Comito
Frederick E. and Connie Crawford
Phil and Susan Crum
Cur Mar Farms, Inc.
Gwen E. Dahlberg
Daisy & Button Quester Chapter #637
Danos Family Foundation
Ann Davidson

Tyler De Haan
Dr. Michael Disbro
Fred and Mary Eby
James R. Eckert
Cathy and Bill Eddy
Frederick Eller
Richard K. and Rebecca T. Finch
Allison and Jim Fleming
Jan Forney
Dennis and Glocile Francis
Laure Fredenburg
Marilyn Freel Revo
Richard E. and Rose Gardner
Dr. Dan and Jolene Gasche
Mr. and Mrs. Don R. Geerdes
Cecil Goettsch
Betty J. Gottschalk
John R. and Janet L. Graham
Doug Greene
Hannibal and Robbie Haase
Marilyn Hanson and Ted Tostlebe
Joan J. Hart
Myron and Marilyn Heitman
Harvey and Sharon Helgeland
Margaret A. Hemphill
Gary and Kelly Hendrick
Paul J. Hermann
Dale and Norma Hilton
John and Linda Hopkins
David Houborg
Robert and Kathy Houge
Timothy and Rosemary Hughes
Hunter Farms
G. David Hurd and Trudy Holman Hurd
Eldon and Jodie Huston
Iowa One Gift Campaign
Ross and Judy Jabaay
Joel and Tracey Jackman
Diane and Bruce Janvrin
Jeanne Jennings
Sandra Jennings
Marjorie Jensen Family
Mikel Johnson
Marie and Bruce Johnson
Robert and Gayle Johnson
Daniel E. Jones
David and Gerrianne Jordan
Don and Truly Judisch
Dr. Benjamin Paulson and Christa 
  Kirsch-Paulson
Sharon Knudsen
Jim and Margaret Koch
Mike A. Koschmeder and Cynthia A. Deluca
Beth and John Krogh
Carolyn Kvam



Living History Farms / Annual Report13

Jerry and Vicki Lage
Nancy Lavender-Bobenhouse and  
  Steve Bobenhouse
David B. Law
Mr. and Mrs. Chad Leiffert
Lioness Club of Urbandale
Rodney and Eloise-Marie Loeffler
Barbara and Larry Lykins
Earl and Susan Maahs
Gene and Naomi Maahs
Warren R and Beverly S Madden
Brenda and Michael Marciniak
Patrick and Darlene Mashek
Ron McBroom and Ginnie Hargis
Rich and Bonnie McCaughey
Robert and JoAnn Meyer
Tom and Vikki Morain
Nancy Morgan
Joy Munn
Mr. John Murray
Owen J. and Doris Jean Newlin
Barb and Andy Nish
James and Jeanne O’Halloran
Ginger and Michael O’Keefe
Deirdre O’Neill
Toni Parkins
Frank and Frances Patterson
John Pesek
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Pink
Duane and Mary Proudfit
Barb Raife
David S. Ramsey
John and Brenda Reiher
Harvey A. Rice and Wilma R. Richards
Leonard and Helen Ringgenberg
Robert and Harriet Ringgenberg
Timothy D. Robson
Janece Rohwer
Connie and Dick Roth
John Schmidt and Deb Wiley
Vern and Dorothy Schneider
Michael and Traci Shogren-Knaak
Linda and Scott Shuck
Heidi Smith
Dr. and Mrs. Lawrence Staples, M.D.
Marlene and Doug Sullivan
Clayton and Ruth Swenson
Rod and Eileen Swoboda
Melinda L. and Lee Turnbull
Van Wall Equipment
Justin Van Wert
Cathie Van Wert and Tim Menard
Roberta Varisco
Bob and Molly Veenstra
Gene and Loa Dawn Vincent

Duane and Mary Rose Weiland
Theresia and Jeff Welch
September Wethington-Smith and  
  Brian Lester Smith
Harley A. Whitfield Sr.
Mr. and Mrs. Ivan Wikner
Donald D. and Ramona Wilson
James Yoder
Zora and Thomas Zimmerman
and four anonymous donors

Up to $99
Dr. M.E. Alberts
Ann Allen
Tom and Jennie Allen
Jon Anderson
Bev C. and Lorene Anderson
Paul and Sandra Anthofer
Ryan and Sarah Arends
Rowena Arnold
Thomas W. and Joan E. Auterman
David and Susan Bailey
Stephen and Marcia Baker
Norman and Ruth Barker
Sue and Tim Bata
Clint Bauer
Sandra and Michael Bauer
Irene Beavers
Gayla Belden
Sharon Bell and Christy Winters
Tom and Roxie Bell
Megan Bendixen
Terri and Robert Birdsong
Gordon E. Bivens
Carol Bowers
Max Bridgewater
Deanne Brill
Larry and Paula Bryant
Kenneth Buckwoldt
Anita and Richard Calkins
Varlen and Fern Carlson
Garwin and Marcia Carlson
Brad, Karleen and Calvin Carlson
Dave and Lea Ann Carlson
Francis and Virginia Carlson
Maxine Carlson
Steve and Lori Carlson
Melinda A. Carriker
Julie and Jeff Carstens
Lori Carter
Karen Cartwright
Tim and Darci Carver
Norman Chrisman
Edgar and Jaynee Christian

Mr. and Mrs. William F. Clark
William R. and Karen V. Claypool
Curtis Clemenson
Sydney J. Coder
Betty Cory
Gary and Phyllis Cottington
Carolyn Cottington; Nathan and Donna  
  Cottington & Family; Jerry and Angie Zenk  
  & Family
Nate and Donna Cottington
Nyle and Jan Cottington
Leland Couch
Mike Coyne and Peggy Russell
Rebecca and Paul Crowell
Judie Crowley
Amy and Steve Dannenfeldt
George and Patricia Davison
Ron and Lynn Deiter
Ramon and Doris Dick; Ed, Heather, Eva and  
  Hannah; Aaron, Ann, Keefer and Ellis
Ermadene Dickey
Janice Dickinson
Jennie and Dennis Deerr
Sherry Duvall
Mr. Joseph Eckhart
Roy and Averyle Ehrle
Jerry Eisenhour
John Epperson and Mairi Winslow
Carol, Josh and Luke Erwin
Darrell and Ladene Eshelman
Johnny and Karen Eveland
Scotney and Susan Fenton
Dr. John and Carolyn Fogarty
Robert and Arlene Foster
Denise Fredregill
Sandra J. Freel
Donald and Mary Lou Friar
Sally Fuller
Marilyn Garvey
Gass Vaughn Family
Richard and Alene Gates
Drew and Dawn Gentsch
Michael and Ann Gersie
Margot Goode
Craig and Lavon Griffieon
Jo Ann Grimm
Lynn and Howard Hagen
Jan Hall
Brett Halley
Terri A. Hansen
Randy and Karen Hanten
Carol A. Harkin
Rick and Rebecca Harmon
Steven E. Held and Susan L. Breen-Held
Nilva J. Henderson

2014 Annual Donors:
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David and Joan Hennessy
Silvia and Lowell Holbert
Gary and Rita Houck
Maryann and Brian Huey
Marcia and Michael Hunter
Leland L. Huss
Larry and Karen Hutzell
Maisie and Carl Janssen
Joann and James Johnston
Will and Colette Johnston
Mark and Christy Joyce
Al and Dawn Kaduce
Owner of a Century Farm in Shelby County,  
  Iowa
Jim and Mary Kepler
Lonny Kerman and Paula Kerman
K. Robert Kern
Marshall and Jean King
Kenton M. Klein Sr.
Ron and Kathy Klipfel
Kraig and Diane Klopfenstein
Vicki J. Kress
Laurie A. Krushenisky
Jancy J. LaFollette
Bill and Linda Latham
Betsye Lee
Lowell H. Lein
Ray and Marlene Loecke
Cindy and Dan Longnecker
Harlan and Deb Lundquist
Dexter and Linda MacBride
Thomas and Mary Manning
Dennis Mar
Sunny and Jerry Marker
Evelyn K. Maxwell 
W.N. Mayberry, W.W. Mayberry Farm, Inc.
Caryl and Martha McClure
Linda McClure
Margaret McCulloch Peck
Karen McGregor
Robert and Romona McNair
Linda and Loren Meyer
Bruce and Kimberly Miller
Elsie Miller
Barb and Al Miller
Polly V. Moore
Brian and Frances Morris
Dale and Kelly Morrow
Ray and Vera Mur
Merrie J. Murray
Ronda and Brian Nass, and Family
Philip Neil
Lynn E. and Mary M. Nielsen
John and Lucy Olson
Opheim Family

Al and Mary Osborn
Steve and Linda Ostrem
Donna Oswald
Aubrey Papen
Dorothy Parry
Hilary Pearson
Ray and Rosemary Penningroth
Michael D. and Betty J. Perry
Janis J. Petersen
Joe and Marty Pierce
Judy Prince
Su Zanna K. Prophet
Linda Randall
Kenneth and Donna Reams
Delores Reynolds
Kay Rierson
Vera L. Robins
Chloris V. Robinson
Denise Rock
Ann and Jim Sage
Mateo and Mary Salazar
Roger and Marge Schlaefer
Robert and Carissa Schneider
Ron Schumacher
Evelyn M. Shafer
Billie Shelton
Richard and Eleanor Shivers
Jan Sigler
Don and Vivian Silver
Sandy and Tim Stacy
Craig Stark
Elizabeth L. Stephenson
Ken and Donna Stinson
Summers Family
Audrienne Swedlund
Betty Swinson
Mike and Madelyn Tetmeyer
Richard and Carolyn Thayer
Mildred Thomas
Nanette D. Tollakson
Greta Tollas
Charles and Christy Trullinger
Craig and Cindy Twedt
James Van Cleve
Mrs. Carol Vavra
Richard and Lana Vroom
Carrie Wacker
Virginia Wadsley
William J. Welch
Harold J. and Marilyn M. Wente
Dale and Pat Westrum
Darla and Charles Wilcox, and Family
Roger and Darlene Witke
Jean A. Wunsch
Kathy Wurster

Catherine J. Yadon
Jo Yeates
Liz and Tom Youngwirth
John Zelle and Elizabeth Bingham
Sallie Zimmermann
and seven anonymous donors

Honors and Memories
In Honor of Evelyn and Andy  
Libby Arnot
Mary and Dale Andringa 

In Memory of Norbert Bauer
Clint Bauer

In Honor of Megan Bendixen
Dave and Mary Bendixen

In Memory of Marjorie Beneke  
Memorial Scholarship Fund
Patricia J. Beneke

In Memory of Erica Berrier
Carol and Galin Berrier

In Memory of Francis Carlson
Randy and Emma Jo Carlson

In Honor of our children, Leigh,  
Garrett and Wyatt
Scott and Kristin Carlson

In Memory of Wendell Carlson
Tom and Jennie Allen
Bev C. and Lorene Anderson
Tom and Roxie Bell
Kenneth Buckwoldt
Brad, Karleen and Calvin Carlson
Dave and Lea Ann Carlson
Don and Mary Jane Carlson
Francis and Virginia Carlson
Garwin and Marcia Carlson
Keith and Martha Carlson
Maxine Carlson
Randy and Emma Jo Carlson
Richard and Sonja Carlson
Steve and Lori Carlson
Varlen and Fern Carlson
Karen Cartwright
James and Inis Clark
John Alden Clark
Betty Cory 
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Carolyn Cottington; Nathan and Donna  
  Cottington & Family; Jerry and Angie Zenk  
  & Family
Gary and Phyllis Cottington
Nate and Donna Cottington
Nyle and Jan Cottington
Ramon and Doris Dick; Ed, Heather, Eva and  
  Hannah; Aaron, Ann, Keefer and Ellis
Jo Ann Grimm
Marilyn Hanson and Ted Tostlebe
Nilva J. Henderson
Silvia and Lowell Holbert
Gary and Rita Houck
Joann and James Johnston
Will and Colette Johnston
Jim and Mary Kepler
Marshall and Jean King
Rodney and Eloise-Marie Loeffle
Harlan and Deb Lundquist
Robert and Romona McNair
Barb and Al Miller
Elsie Miller
Ronda and Brian Nass, and Family
Steve and Linda Ostrem
Chloris V. Robinson
Ron Schumacher
Billie Shelton
Don and Vivian Silver
Audrienne Swedlund
Betty Swinson
Richard and Carolyn Thayer
Nanette D. Tollakson
Dale and Pat Westrum
Darla and Charles Wilcox, and Family
Sallie Zimmermann

In Memory of Dorotha Copeland Clark, 
Waukee
Margot Goode

In Memory of Daniel Cosgriff
Ray and Rosemary Penningroth
Carrie Wacker

In Honor of Steve and Peg Cashman
Mary and Dale Andringa 

In Memory of Bob Dahlberg
Gwen E. Dahlberg

In Memory of Art Dickey
Ermadene Dickey
Delores Reynolds

In Honor of Ermadene Dickey
Delores Reynolds

In Memory of Fred and Josephine 
Dluhos
Mrs. Carol Vavra

In Memory of Donald N. Duvick
Selma N. Duvick

In Memory of Jessie and Earl Fairbank
Brenda and Michael Marciniak

In Memory of Karen (Peterson) Fairbank
Brenda and Michael Marciniak

In Memory of Bill Fairbank
Frederick Eller
Rob Fairbank
Cecil Goettsch
Brenda and Michael Marciniak
Janece Rohwer

In Memory of R.A. and Mary Fogarty
Dr. John and Carolyn Fogarty

In Memory of Keith Fredenburg
Laure Fredenburg

In Memory of Bill Freel
Rebecca and Paul Crowell
Judie Crowley
Catherine, Jim and Nora Dietz-Kilen
Marilyn Freel Revo
Larry and Karen Hutzell
Ross and Judy Jabaay
Linda E. Knodle
Sally and William Lambert
Mr. and Mrs. Chad Leiffert
Caryl and Martha McClure
Jan Milroy
Delores Reynolds
James Yoder

In Memory of Flora May Fried
Delta Kappa Gamma Tau Chapter

In Honor of Dan Gallardo
Marilyn Hanson and Ted Tostlebe

In Memory of Hubert Green
Summers Family

In Memory of August Hageman
Richard and Alene Gates

In Memory of William A. Hart
Joan J. Hart

In Memory of Erma A. Hawkins
Karen R. Hawkins

In Memory of Clark and Janice Helland
Phyllis Helland and Ray Morse

In Memory of John and Hazel Hennessy
David and Joan Hennessy

In Memory of Susan Herbrechtsmeier
Nancy and Paul Herbrechtsmeier

In Memory of E. Howard Hill
Margaret Hill Northey and Wayne Northey

In Honor of Wayne Otis Hopkins
John and Linda Hopkins

In Honor of Craig Janssen and Gale 
Janssen Huth
Maisie and Carl Janssen

In Memory of Brice Charles Janvrin
Diane and Bruce Janvrin

In Memory of Dick and Betty Johnson
Rich and Bonnie McCaughey

In Memory of Vince and Mabel King
Heidi Smith

In Memory of Vince King
Delores Reynolds

In Memory of her Norwegian ancestors 
who settled in Iowa in the early 1900s
Sharon Knudsen

In Memory of Dolly Lein
Lowell H. Lein

In Memory of Cynthia Gorrell Levy
Gayla Belden
Catherine, Jim and Nora Dietz-Kilen
Janet B. Figg
Karen McGregor
Donna Oswald
Judy Prince
Linda Randall
Jean A. Wunsch

2014 Annual Donors:



16Living History Farms / Annual Report

In Memory of Mayberry Family Farm 
(Heritage Farm)
W.N. Mayberry, W.W. Mayberry Farm

In Memory of Francis (Frank)  
Martin Miley
Richard and Eleanor Shivers

In Memory of Alice VanWert Murray
Terri and Robert Birdsong
Bobst Family
Catherine, Jim and Nora Dietz-Kilen
Winifred Murray Kelley
Laurie A. Krushenisky
Carolyn Kvam
Bill and Linda Latham
Gene and Naomi Maahs
Margaret McCulloch Peck
Dorothy Parry
Cathie Van Wert and Tim Menard
Mr. and Mrs. Jay Van Wert
Justin Van Wert
Virginia Wadsley
Catherine J. Yadon
John Zelle and Elizabeth Bingham

In Memory of Dr. William Murray
James D. and Eva Ann Elmer

In Memory of Theodora King Neil
Philip Neil

In Honor of Norman Pollock
Stephen and Marcia Baker

In Memory of Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Rae
Sharon Knudsen

In Memory of Larry and Beverly Rollins
Christi Garrett

In Memory of Andy Schelin
Aubrey Papen

In Memory of Suzanne Schlunz
Zora and Thomas Zimmerman

In Memory of John Edward Smith
Stephen Smith

In Memory of Lewis Snow
Linda Blair

In Honor of Tom and Jean Sutherland
Bruce and Susy Kelley

In Memory of Bessie B. Van Cleve
James Van Cleve

In Memory of Ralph W. Varisco
Roberta Varisco

In Memory of Matilda Vermeer
Mary and Dale Andringa

In Memory of Glenn Wachter
Theresia and Jeff Welch

In Memory of David Webber
Randi Woods Webber

In Memory of Nancy Wente
Richard K. and Rebecca T. Finch
Tom and Vikki Morain
Harold J. and Marilyn M. Wente

In Memory of Scott Wikner
Mr. and Mrs. Ivan Wikner
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In-Kind Donors:

515 Brewing Company
Allied Travel
Allspice
Americana 
Dave Austin
Amanda M. Barr Ceramics
Art 4U & Me / benschuh.com
Atlantic Bottling Company
Baconfest
The Bake Shoppe
The Beer Bread Company 
Beer Crazy
Rich Bergez
Broadbent Distillery
Blank Park Zoo
Boesen the Florist
Boone Scenic Valley Railroad
Kathryn Brush
C&S Brew Supply
Cabot Creamery Cooperative 
Cafe Su
Casey’s General Stores
Cedar Ridge Vineyards, Winery & Distillery
The Cheese Shop
Chocolaterie Stam 
Confluence Brewing
Tom and Molly Conway
Covered Bridges Winery
Dehner Distillery
Des Moines Botanical Gardens
Des Moines Menace
Des Moines Performing Arts
Des Moines Social Club
Des Moines Symphony & Academy
Holly and James Dierks
Eatery A
El Patio
Exile Brewing
Ezulwini Game Lodges 
European Motorcars
Rosemary Fee
Fitness Sports
Fitness World Clubs
Flix Brewhouse
Nick Foster
Gateway Market
Holly and John Gilliland
GolfTec
Joan Gooch
Elizabeth A. Goodwin
Great River Brewery
Dan Greteman
Jean Grout
Hermans Fine Jewelry
Hoover Presidential Museum & Library

HoQ
Hy-Vee, Inc.
Hyperion Field Club
Iowa Culinary Institute at DMACC
Iowa Distilling Company
Iowa Machine Shed
Iowa Orchard 
Iowa State Fair Blue Ribbon Foundation
Jay’s Cookies 
Peggy Jester
Jethro’s
Mark Johnson
Daniel E. Jones
Shirley Kiefer
Linda E. Knodle
Maryellen Knowles
Kum & Go
Bob and Ann Kurtz
La Mie Bakery
La Quercia
Vicki Lage
Lifetime Fitness
Living History Farms Cross Country Race
Local Yocals 
Logan Contractors Supply, Inc.
Louie’s Wine Dive
Susan L. Mack-Overla and Gary C. Overla
Ronald F. McClelland
Grant Meek and Family
Millstream Brewing Company
Mississippi River Distilling Company
Penoach Vineyard and Nursery 
Popsie Fish Company
Prairie Moon Winery
Racoon River Brewing Company
ROGUEsweets
The Rose Tree Fiber Shop
Say Cheese 
Helen Schardein
Science Center of Iowa
Scratch Cupcakery
Susan H. Seidenfeld
Sipp’n Sweet Corn Whiskey
Snus Hill Wines
William C. Snyder
South Union Bakery
Mark Stanley and Mary Ellen Pratt-Stanley
Sweet Binney’s Bakery
Tally’s
Robin and Chuck Taylor
Train Wreck Winery
Trellis
Trostels Greenbriar Restaurant and Bar
Ron and Gwen Trump
UPS

Victoria Cleaners Inc.
Vineyard Vines
Vom Fass
Waterfront Seafood Market
Wells Fargo
Werner Distilling
Whole Foods
Lola and Tom Zimmerman
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Endowment:

More than $1 million
Wayne Alwill Estate

$500,000 and above
W.T. and Edna M. Dahl Trust

$175,000 and above
Alice Van Wert Murray

$150,000 and above
Mrs. Henry A. (Ilo) Wallace

$100,000 and above
Winifred Murray Kelley

$30,000 and above
Cultural Trust Endowment Grant  
(Iowa Department of Cultural Affairs)
LeRoy Pratt Estate

$20,000 and above
Nancy M. Wente Estate

$15,000 and above
Dierdre O’Neill

$10,000 and above
Daniel Cosgriff Trust

$5,000 and above
Patsy Cosgriff Trust
Ruth Herriott Estate
Lisa and Timothy Mullan
and one anonymous donor

$3,000 and above
Joleen Fairbank

$1,500 and above
Patricia J. Beneke
Janet S. Beneke and Ralph J. Butkowski

$1,000 and above
Don and Mary Jane Carlson
Carlson Brothers Farm
Janet Kremers
DeLoris M. Lundvall
Mike and Nancy Zoellner

$750 and above
Arnold Carlson

$500 and above
Timothy and Rhonda Arends
Richard C. Carlson
Wendell Carlson
Garwin and Marcia Carlson
Molly K. and Thomas Conway
Holly and James Dierks
John and Karen Fatino
Patricia Greteman
Ruth and Robert Haus
Joann and James Johnston
Bob and Ann Kurtz
Chloris V. Robinson

$250 and above
Keith and Martha Carlson
Orville Carlson
Francis and Virginia Carlson
Dale E. Carlson
Nyle and Jan Cottington
Gary and Phyllis Cottington
Rob Fairbank
Robert and Peggy Harmon
Clyde E. Leonard
The Charles Silltrop Family
Kevin and Shannon Stuart
Audrienne Swedlund
Mark K. Swedlund
Virginia Wadsley
Brian and Linda Wilcox

$100 and above
Donna Ahrens
Richard and Joan Anderson
Mark Arends
Susan and Chris Arends

Andrew and Christy Arends
Russell and Julie Baxley
Cleone and H. Prince Beall
Ronald and Marilyn Carlson
Randy and Emma Jo Carlson
Kurtis and Denise Carlson
Chris Carlson
Maxine G. Carlson
Merrill and Carolyn Cottington
Darla’s Piano Studio
Brian and Laura Davis
Charlene B. Fox
John and Janet Glessner
Nick Greteman
Marie and Bruce Johnson
The John Kurtz Family
Brenda and Michael Marciniak
Doris and Joe Newell 
Sean and Melissa Pelletier
Patricia Patten
Eric and Catherine Peterson
David and De Loris Samuelson
Laurie Sillstrop and John Damien
Margaret Silltrop
Mary and John Szymoniak
Rick and Nanette Tollakson 

Up to $99
Jennifer and Thomas Allen
Pamela Barton
Carol Broback
Russell E. Carlson D.D.S.
Calvin Carlson
Austin Carlson
Roger L. Carlson
Chuck’s Restaurant, Inc.
Ramon and Doris Dick
Catherine, Jim and Nora Dietz-Kilen
Melanie and Thomas Donahue
Thomas and Nancy Ernst
Mary and Robert Fanter
John and Shaun Fay
Maureen and Michael Fay
Jay and Ann Fogarty Family
William and Carol Fogarty, and Family
Karen R. Hawkins
Mary Jo Jablonski
Clive and Peggy Johnston

Most outdoor history museums in the U.S. were founded by donors who provided endowment gifts that still fund significant 
portions of their operations today. In some cases, those endowment funds cover more than half of their annual operating  
budgets. This was not the case for Living History Farms. We have, however, through the generous support of a number of  
donors, been able to build an endowment fund that supports about 12 percent of our yearly expenses. We continue to grow 
our endowment through the generous support of donors such as the following. 
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Steven and Sara Johnston
Mr. and Mrs. George A. LaMair II
Margey and Jack Lipovac
John and Larita Manship
John and Rhonda Marshall
Maribeth Martin
Michael and Kathy McHenry
Bob and Debbie Morlan
Jean Mountain
Jennifer Nellans
James and Kelly Nelson
Alissa Rauser
Greg and Sheila Robinson
Connie and Kim Schmett
Audrienne Swedlund
Catherine Vickroy
Douglas A. Wells and Sarah R. Wells
James and Susan Willett
Carla Wood
Kirby Wood
Shirley A. Yungclas

Italics indicate a deferred gift  
commitment to Living History Farms.

Honors and Memories
In Memory of Bill Fairbank
Joleen Fairbank
Rob Fairbank
John and Karen Fatino
Robert and Peggy Harmon
Brenda and Michael Marciniak
Eric and Catherine Peterson

In Honor of Louis and Julia Greteman
Patricia Greteman

In Memory of Frances B. Kurtz
Pamela Barton
Carol Broback
Russell E. Carlson D.D.S.
Chuck’s Restaurant, Inc.
Melanie and Thomas Donahue
Thomas and Nancy Ernst
Mary and Robert Fanter
John and Shaun Fay
Maureen and Michael Fay
Jay and Ann Fogarty Family
William and Carol Fogarty, and Family
Mary Jo Jablonski
The John Kurtz Family
Mr. and Mrs. George A. LaMair II
Margey and Jack Lipovac
John and Rhonda Marshall

Michael and Kathy McHenry
Bob and Debbie Morlan
Jean Mountain
Jennifer Nellans
Greg and Sheila Robinson
The Charles Silltrop Family
Margaret Silltrop
Mary and John Szymoniak
Catherine Vickroy
Douglas A. Wells and Sarah R. Wells
James and Susan Willett
Carla Wood
Kirby Wood
Mike and Nancy Zoellner

In Memory of Robert B. Kurtz, Sr.
Molly K. and Thomas Conway

In Memory of Erma Hawkins
Karen R. Hawkins

In Honor of Alice VanWert Murray
Patricia and Leslie Patten

Endowment:
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Living History Farms
Vision Statement 

Living History Farms will be a premiere  
destination for people to experience rural        
traditions and create memories.

Mission Statement

Living History Farms is an interactive outdoor   
history museum which educates, entertains and 
connects people of all ages to Midwestern rural 
life experiences.

Statement of Purpose

The purpose of Living History Farms is to make 
the public aware of the significance of agriculture 
in the development of America.  Living History 
Farms will present the changes that have occurred 
in farming methods, concepts and technology and 
interpret the significance of those changes both in 
history and in modern life.  By showing authentic 
models of historical and modern farming, Living 
History Farms enables visitors to observe and  
participate in these processes and relate them to 
their lives.

Structure

Living History Farms is a private, 501(c)(3) non-
profit historical, educational museum. LHF is  
governed by a volunteer Board of Directors.

Location

Living History Farms is located at 11121 Hickman 
Road, exit #125 from the combined Interstates 
35/80, in Urbandale, Iowa.  

Fun Fact

Since 1970, Living History Farms has enjoyed 
sharing its mission with more than 5 million 
visitors.

Quick Stats

1970 Summer Opened

500+ Acres Land Size

3 Working Farms 1700, 
1850, 
1900

40 Historic and  
Modern Buildings

6.5 Miles Roads

18,000 Artifacts

37 FTE Professional Staff 2014

1000+ Volunteers 2014

2300+ Members 2014

100,000+ Visitors 2014

32 Countries Visitors 2014

50 States Visitors 2014

29,845      
students

Students Served Annual

555 Donors 2014

$2.3 Million Operating       
Expense Budget

2015

$784,000 Fundraising Need 2015

34% Operating Budget 
from Fundraising

2015

lo
Living History Farms is featured in the NY Times Bestseller, 1000 
Places To See Before You Die in the US and Canada, available in 
the Marketplace Museum Store.
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