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2013 Annual Report
President’s Welcome

I would first like to thank all of the staff 
and volunteers who made 2013 such 
a success for us. This was indeed an 
impressive year of accomplishments for 
Living History Farms.

We were honored to receive two prestigious awards in 
2013. Silos and Smokestacks, the national heritage site we 
are a part of, honored us with their award for outstanding 
interpretation this spring. Later in the year, the Association 
of State and Local History presented us with a Leadership in 
History Award of Merit for the Historic Preservation of the 
Flynn Mansion. This is the most prestigious national award 
for the preservation and interpretation of local history.

We began a new three-year strategic plan for 2013-2015.  
The focus of this plan is to enhance our infrastructure, 
increase the interpretive staff by 40% in town buildings, 
to heighten interaction with our visitors, and to continue 
to grow the endowment on a track to reach $10 million by 
2025. We have aggressive goals over these next three years.  
I am pleased to share we have already achieved many of 
these goals in the first year of our plan.

We offered many new programs and events this year 
that were well received by the community, including 
Member Mondays, which provided special member-only 
opportunities at a dozen historic sites throughout the 
summer. We also added a new historic dining option to our 
winter programs, an extravagant nine-course Victorian meal 
at the Flynn Mansion. Both of these programs sold out in 
2013! In addition, we added barn dances held in the Flynn 
Barn, created a new historic snapshot entitled Ioway Culture 
Day, offered after school adventure programs on early-out 
days, and brought in a traveling exhibit on the Progressive 
Era from the Gilda Lehrman Institute in New York. 

Our endowment has grown to over $8 million at this time, 
which is close to four times our annual operating expense 
budget. We were humbled to receive a $500,000 gift to the 
endowment from the W.T. and Edna M. Dahl Trust, which 
will bring our endowment close to $8.75 million when the 
last payment on this gift is received in 2017. 

As a part of our strategic priority to enhance the accessibility 
of Living History Farms, we installed more than thirty wheel 
chair height push button doors to visitor sites. We installed 
new roofs and gutters on several historic buildings including 
the law office, doctor’s office, and the hearse shed, and 
renovated the basement of the 1900 Farm house. We were 
overwhelmed by the support of community volunteers who 
helped us with our spring and fall clean up days and will 
continue these opportunities into 2014. 

We enhanced our partnership with Big Brothers/Big Sisters, 
added a free modern agricultural equipment demonstration 
event with Van Wall, and partnered with Homesteaders Life 
to enhance our Victorian Funeral event. As we approach 
2014, we have partnered with Drake Head Start and will 
receive a delegation of leaders from Japan. We hope you will 
visit again in 2014 when we will unveil a new 1700 Ioway 
Farm site to our visitors.

Please know that as stewards of this precious museum, we 
are thankful for the support this generous community has 
provided year-after-year to make this special place a world-
class destination.

Ruth Haus
President and CEO
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AASLH, 2013, 
Lynne Ireland, 
AASLH Chair, 
Ruth Haus,  
LHF President 
and CEO, and 
Terry Davis, 
AASLH President 
and CEO.

Photographer: Stacy Jones Photography.



Volunteers
Volunteer Hours

In 2013, 1,103 volunteers filled 1,722 positions and 
contributed 22,973 hours.

We are so grateful for the support of our community in 
the form of volunteers. However, that shouldn’t come as a 
surprise as Iowa ranks 2nd in the nation for volunteerism. 
Volunteers fill a variety of roles for us. We have over 130 
teens that assist us as Junior Counselors for our Day 
Camp program and they not only help campers, staff, and 
interns with daily activities, but become role models for 
the young people in Day Camp. We have volunteers that 
assist in re-creating 1870s baseball and teach our visitors 
that home runs were considered ungentlemanly. Volunteers 
assist in driving the tractor carts, where they not only act 
as a welcoming force, but also ensure that our visitors are 
safely transported around the property. Our maintenance 
volunteers work with staff in keeping our museum 
beautiful and safe. Those are only a few examples of how 
our many volunteers help provide a quality experience for 
our visitors. We can never say thank you enough. What 
follows is a list of our Boards and Committees and the 
volunteers that help in this unique way. 

Living History Farms Foundation Board

Kathleen Zehr, LWBJ Financial – Chair
Rich Bergez, Bank of the West – Vice Chair
Shane Zimmerman, Wells Fargo – Treasurer
Kelsey Knowles, Belin McCormick, P.C. – Secretary
Dave Austin, DuPont Pioneer
Don Brush, retired, Wells Fargo Private Client Services
Holly Dierks, retired, John Deere Financial
Brian Frantum, Iowa Fertilizer Company
Bob Kurtz, Kurtz Hardware
Nancy Lavender-Bobenhouse, Owner – Fitness Sports
Gene Maahs, retired, Farm Bureau Insurance
Lisa Mullan, Kemin Industries

Sean Pelletier, EMC Co.
Chuck Safris, retired
Connie Schmett, Schmett & Associates
Randi Webber, Principal Financial Group
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Living History Farms Emeritus Board

Gov. Terry Branstad – Chair
Mary Nelson – Co-Chair
Garland Carver
Sherry Glenn
Roger Jacobsen
Ann Jennings
Dean Kleckner
Lee Kline
Marilyn Kollmorgen

Ivan Lyddon
Barb Lykins
Bob Morlan
Alice Murray
Ken Root
Barry Schaffter
Jacque Stessman
Drew Vogel

“As volunteer interim CEO in 2000 and then  
as a board member of nine years, it has been  
a rewarding experience to work with dedicated 
staff and other volunteers to promote Iowa  
rural heritage at Living History Farms.”
				        - Gene Maahs

Living History Farms Board Committees 
Audit
Executive
Farmstasia
Finance

Education Advisory Committee 

Guild
Nominating/Governance
Strategic Planning

Karen Menz – Chair
Christie McConathy – 
  Immediate Past Chair
Laurie Bartle
Betty Peterson

Veralynn Schilling
Jackie Scieszinski
Jerry Stratton
Dr. Chad Timm – Vice Chair
Stefanie Rosenberg-Wagner

Volunteer Sharon Knudsen has assisted Living History Farms 
for 14 seasons. Her out-going and friendly personality has 
been enjoyed by our visitors, staff, and volunteers as she 
has helped us with many special events. In addition, she 
has used her unique skills with historic textiles to assist 
the museum, which is a special gift. When asked why she 
continues to return each year, she wrote the following,

Thank you Sharon for your contributions, belief in our 
mission, and spirit of goodwill.

“I enjoy helping because I believe in Living History 
Farms and the story they tell. I am an Iowa farm 
girl; started out on a farm in North Central Iowa. 
My grandparents came from Norway and loved 
Iowa. I enjoy the people I work with and want to 
give back to something I believe in.”



Volunteer Milestones
Five Seasons

Al Aanonson: ASQ Team - American Society for Quality 
Lee Abramsohn: Guild Garage Sale, Implement Dealer, 
  Doctor’s Office
Kacey Baker: 1900 Farm
Kym Baker: 1900 Farm
Josh Clements: Special Events, 1900 Farm, Tangen Home
Madelyn Clements: 1900 Farm, Tangen Home, Special Events
Sheri Clements: 1900 Farm, Tangen Home, Special Events
Kristen Comito: Special Events, Drug Store
Carol Corrigan: Flynn Mansion
Jodi Fisher: 1900 Farm
Kaylyn Fisher: 1900 Farm
Andy Grosenbach: Special Events, Drug Store, Baseball Team
Frank Hanna: Implement Dealer
Leo Heard: ASQ Team
Bob Kurtz: Board of Directors, Guild Garage Sale
Libby Larson: 1900 Farm
Elaine Lenze: Tangen Home
Lindsey Mack: Day Camp Junior Counselor
Scott Peshak: Special Events
Ed Peterson: Guild Garage Sale
Mark Pullen: Walnut Hill Amateur Dramatic Society
Ken Root: Emeritus Board, Board of Directors
Drew Vogel: Emeritus Board, Board of Directors
Kathleen Zehr: Board of Directors

Ten Seasons

Bill Bohan: Guild Board & Garage Sale, Special Events
Garland Carver: Emeritus Board, Board of Directors
Julie Ericson: Guild Board & Garage Sale, Special Events
Janet Figg: Flynn Mansion
Scott Gaulter: Special Events
Linda Gorman: Special Events, Period Clothing
Terry Harrington: Special Events
Henry Huss: 1850 Farm, Special Events
Adam Kenne: Blacksmith Shop
Ruth Kenney-Randolph: Walnut Hill Choral Society,  
  Guild Board & Garage Sale, 1900 Farm, Special Events
John Noe: Orientation, Special Events, School Tours
Janis Petersen: Guild Garage Sale, Special Events
Gary Schultz: Tractor Cart Driver
Amanda Schwab: Special Events, 1900 Farm, Tangen Home 
Vivian Schwab: Special Events, 1900 Farm, Tangen Home
Eugene Scully: Guild Garage Sale, Special Events
Jan Sigler: Flynn Mansion, Special Events
Pam Waters: Special Events
Robert Waters: Baseball Team, Special Events

Fifteen Seasons

Gov. Terry Branstad: Emeritus Board, Board of Directors
Melinda Carriker: Guild Garage Sale, Walnut Hill Choral Society,  
  Walnut Hill Amateur Dramatic Society, Curations, Special Events
Kathy Klipfel: Special Events, Tangen Home, Schoolhouse
Chuck Safris: Board of Directors, Guild Board & Garage Sale

Twenty Seasons

Michael Dols: Baseball Team
Dee Jayne: Guild Garage Sale, Museum Store, Flynn Mansion
Sondra McAllister:1850 Farm, Guild Board & Garage Sale, 
  Millinery, Tangen Home, Flynn Mansion
Ivan Wikner: Guild Garage Sale, Special Events

Twenty Five Seasons

Carol Culmer: Special Events, Walnut Hill Choral Society,  
  Flynn Mansion
Shirley Kiefer: Special Events, Guild Board & Garage Sale, 
  Schoolhouse, General Store, Doctor’s Office, Millinery, 
  Tangen Home
Carolyn Knittle: Walnut Hill Amateur Dramatic Society, 
  Walnut Hill Choir, 1850 Farm, Special Events
Carolyn Krafka: Special Events, 1850 Farm
Denise LaPole: Special Events, Flynn Mansion, 1900 Farm 
Dale Morrow: Special Events, Drug Store, Broom shop, Print Shop
Kathy Safris: Church, Guild Board & Garage Sale, Textiles
Linda Sargent: Special Events, Guild Garage Sale, Cellar Door Deli
Connie Schmett: Board of Directors, 1700 Farm  

Thirty Seasons

Ginger O’Keefe: Law Office, Bank, Doctor’s Office, Church, 
   Schoolhouse, Flynn Mansion, Guild Board

Thirty Five Seasons

Joanna Schilling: Interpreter’s Library, Church, Guild Board & 
  Garage Sale, Orientation, Textiles, “Country Store”, Special Events
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2013 Core Volunteers

Al Aanonson:
  American Society 
  for Quality
Kaamil Abid:
  Day Camp  
  Junior Counselor
Lee Abramsohn:  
  Guild Garage Sale
Jessica Ackerman: 
  Walnut Hill
  Choral Society
Bekah Akers:
  Day Camp 
  Junior Counselor
Mara Akers:
  Day Camp 
  Junior Counselor
Marj Akers: 
  Guild Garage Sale
Ron Aldrich:
  Bank
Megan Alexander: 
  Day Camp
  Junior Counselor
Russ Anderson: 
  Guild Garage Sale
Stefanie Anderson: 
  Guild Garage Sale
Rowena Arnold: 
  Guild Garage Sale
Mary Lou Aspengren: 
  Guild Garage Sale
Dave Austin:
  Board of Directors
Tracy Bainter: 
  Development
Kacey Baker:
  1900 Farm
Kym Baker:
  1900 Farm
Max Baker:
  1900 Farm
Megan Baker:
  1850 Farm
Bruce Balentine: 
  Guild Garage Sale
Amanda Ball:
  Day Camp 
  Junior Counselor
Becky Ballantyne:  
  Guild Garage Sale,  
  Special Events
Leanna Barber: 
  Special Events
Lena Barr:
  Day Camp 
  Junior Counselor
David Bartholmy: 
  American Society 
  for Quality

Laurie Bartle:
  Education Advisory
  Committee
Colleen Barton: 
  Special Events
Dan Baze:
  Bank, Law Office
Christina Behrens: 
  Day Camp
  Junior Counselor
Glenda Belcher: 
  Special Events,  
  Guild Garage Sale
Megan Bendixen: 
  1900 Farm, 
  Volunteer Intern
Doris Benson:  
  Museum Store
Marv Benson: 
  Special Events
Opal Berard:  
  Guild Garage Sale
Nick Berg: 
  Guild Garage Sale
Emily Bergez:
  Day Camp 
  Junior Counselor
Richard Bergez:
  Board of Directors 
  – Vice-Chair
Barbara Bernard:  
  Special Events,  
  Guild Garage Sale
Bill Birdsell: 
  Guild Garage Sale
Carolyn Birdsell: 
  Guild Garage Sale
Linda Blair: 
  Guild Garage Sale, 
  Special Events
Madeline Blair:
  Day Camp 
  Junior Counselor, 
  Special Events
Patrick Blair:
  Day Camp 
  Junior Counselor,  
  Special Events
Sheri Blair:
  Special Events
Judy Blessington: 
  Melodrama Group
Bill Bohan:
  Guild Board Committee, 
  Guild Garage Sale, 
  Special Events
Dana Bohan: 
  Special Events
Keith Bohan: 
  Special Events, 
  Guild Garage Sale

Thomas Bonus:
  Day Camp 
  Junior Counselor
Carol Bowers: 
  Schoolhouse, 
  Special Events
Gov. Terry Branstad: 
  Emeritus Board
Ann Braverman: 
  Day Camp
  Junior Counselor
Claudia Brollier: 
  Special Events
Dudley Brollier: 
  Tractor Cart Driver,  
  Special Events
Katie Broman:
  Day Camp 
  Junior Counselor
Sandy Brown: 
  Guild Garage Sale
Cecelia Browne: 
  Special Events
Larry Browne: 
  Special Events
Bruce Brownlee: 
  Special Events
Elinor Brownlee: 
  Special Events
Don Brush: 
  Board of Directors 
Ashley Buising:
  Day Camp 
  Junior Counselor
Haley Burgduff:
  Day Camp 
  Junior Counselor
Hylah Cagle:
  Drug Store
Dee Campbell: 
  Bus Tour Host, 
  Special Events
Sharon Carr: 
  Special Events
Melinda Carriker: 
  Guild Garage Sale, 
  Special Events
Lori Carter:
  Tangen Home
Garland Carver: 
  Emeritus Board
Ross Chambers: 
  Special Events
Doug Chew: 
  Melodrama Group
Hannah Clark:
  Day Camp 
  Junior Counselor
Joshua Clements: 
  Special Events
Madelyn Clements:  
  1900 Farm, Special Events

Sheri Clements:  
  1900 Farm, Special Events
Sharon Coates: 
  Schoolhouse
Marcia Cohan: 
  Flynn Mansion
Trevor Colletti:
  Day Camp 
  Junior Counselor
Kristen Comito: 
  Special Events
Erin Conrad: 
  Special Events
Alice Cooper: 
  Special Events
Bob Cooper: 
  Special Events
Judy Cornell: 
  Special Events
Carol Corrigan: 
  Flynn Mansion
Haley Cox-Benson: 
  Day Camp
  Junior Counselor
Mike Coyne:  
  Lunch Monitor,  
  Special Events
Mitch Crawford:  
  Day Camp
  Junior Counselor
Nicole Criner:
  Day Camp 
  Junior Counselor
Elizabeth Crowley: 
  Day Camp
  Junior Counselor
Sue Crum:
  Special Events
Carol Culmer: 
  Special Events
Mandi Cunningham: 
  Special Events
Tanya Cunningham: 
  Special Events
Anna Grace Currie: 
  Day Camp
  Junior Counselor
Katie Danielson: 
  Day Camp
  Junior Counselor
Paige Dannenfeldt: 
  Flynn Mansion
Richard Daswick: 
  Doctor’s Office
Jeannette Davis: 
  Special Events
Paul Davis:
  Special Events
Samuel Dayton:
  Day Camp 
  Junior Counselor

Natalie Deerr: 
  Special Events
Maria Degen:
  Day Camp 
  Junior Counselor
Bob DeGraaff: 
  Baseball Team
Jack DeJong:
  Day Camp 
  Junior Counselor
Holly Dierks: 
  Board of Directors 
David Dietz: 
  Special Events, 
  Guild Garage Sale
Flo Dietz:
  Lunch Monitor, 
  Baseball Team, 
  Guild Garage Sale, 
  Special Events
Judy Dillenburg: 
  Special Events
Marilyn Dillivan: 
  Guild Garage Sale
Paige Doerhoff: 
  Special Events
Michael Dols: 
  Baseball Team
Ridg Downs:
  Day Camp 
  Junior Counselor
Charlotte Dozoryst: 
  Guild Garage Sale
Kevin Duis:
  Special Events
Jerry Dunkin: 
  Special Events,
  Maintenance, 
  Guild Garage Sale
Sharon Dunkin: 
  Guild Garage Sale, 
  Special Events
Brandon Easley:
  Day Camp 
  Junior Counselor
Terry Eddleman: 
  1900 Farm
Betsy Edler:
  1900 Farm
Sydney Ehlinger: 
  Day Camp
  Junior Counselor
Jerry Eisenhour: 
  Melodrama Group
Debby Eldred: 
  Guild Garage Sale
Julie Ericson: 
  Guild Board Committee, 
  Guild Garage Sale   
Kris Fagen:
  Special Events

Our heartfelt thanks go out to our core volunteers who are listed below with their assignment for 2013. In addition to  
those listed, we have strong support from our community volunteers who assist with one-time maintenance projects and 
special events. 
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2013 Core Volunteers
Sharon Feeley: 
  Special Events
Alex Fell:
  Day Camp
  Junior Counselor
Arlene Field: 
  Special Events
Janet Figg:
  Flynn Mansion
Patricia Fiorico: 
  Guild Garage Sale
Bev Firkins:
  Schoolhouse
Dick Firkins: 
  Guild Garage Sale, 
  Special Events
Jenna Fisher:
  1900 Farm
Jodi Fisher:
  1900 Farm
Kaylyn Fisher:
  1900 Farm
Phyllis Fitzpatrick: 
  Special Events
Denise Fletcher: 
  1700 Farm
Hannah Floresh:  
  Day Camp
  Junior Counselor
Linda Ford: 
  Guild Garage Sale
Megan Ford: 
  Guild Garage Sale
Noah Ford: 
  Guild Garage Sale
Robert Ford: 
  Baseball Team
Erik Francois:
  Day Camp 
  Junior Counselor
Brian Frantum: 
  Board of Directors
Bill Freel:
  1900 Farm,
  Blacksmith Shop
Sandy Freel:
  Special Events
Peggy Gaulter: 
  Special Events
Scott Gaulter: 
  Special Events
Ben Gibson:
  1900 Farm
Garret Gibson:
  Day Camp 
  Junior Counselor
Ron Gibson:
  1900 Farm
Mary Katherine Gillette: 
  Day Camp
  Junior Counselor
Nancy Gilly: 
  Guild Garage Sale
Haley Gion: 
  Day Camp
  Junior Counselor

Sherry Glenn: 
  Emeritus Board
Roy Glosser: 
  Implement Dealership
Dennis Gooch: 
  Special Events
Marilyn Gooch: 
  Special Events
Rob Goodman: 
  Blacksmith Shop
Nick Gorham:
  Day Camp 
  Junior Counselor
Linda Gorman: 
  Special Events
Nathan Grimes:
  Day Camp 
  Junior Counselor
Andy Grosenbach: 
  Special Events
Zack Grossman:
  Day Camp 
  Junior Counselor
Lynette Guy:
  1900 Farm
Norm Hall:
  Maintenance, 
  Lunch Monitor
Rhett Hammel:
  Day Camp 
  Junior Counselor
Brianna Hammer: 
  Day Camp 
  Junior Counselor
Beth Hammond: 
  Day Camp
  Junior Counselor
Frank Hanna: 
  Implement Dealership
Crystal Hansen:
  Walnut Hill
  Choral Society
Terri Hansen: 
  Special Events
Jordan Hanson:
  Day Camp 
  Junior Counselor
Rowena Hardin: 
  Guild Garage Sale, 
  Special Events
Terry Harrington: 
  Special Events
Don Hart: 
  Guild Garage Sale
Joan Hart:
  Office, Special Events
Joyce Hart: 
  Guild Garage Sale
Polly Hartman: 
  Church of the Land
Heather Hasstedt: 
  Special Events
Sharon Hatfield: 
  Special Events
Abby Hean:
  Day Camp 
  Junior Counselor

Leo Heard:
  American Society  
  for Quality
Jessie Heater: 
  Day Camp Junior 
  Counselor
Margaret Hemphill: 
  Guild Garage Sale, 
  Special Events
Kathi Henely: 
  Guild Garage Sale
Margaret Henely: 
  Guild Garage Sale
Alyssa Hewitt:
  Day Camp 
  Junior Counselor
Carly Hewitt:
  Day Camp 
  Junior Counselor
Dale Hilton:
  Special Events
Norma Hilton: 
  Special Events
Nicholas Hogan: 
  Day Camp
  Junior Counselor
William Hopkins: 
  Collections
Lorenelle Howe: 
  General Store, 
  Church of the Land
Rev. Jim Howland: 
  Law Office, Doctor’s 
  Office, Special Events
Barb Hoy:
  Education - Office,
  Guild Garage Sale, 
  Special Events
Ruth Hoy: 
  Guild Garage Sale
Elyzabeth Hubbard: 
  1850 Site
Madonna Hughes: 
  Special Events
Henry Huss:
  1850 Farm
Don Hutchinson: 
  Baseball Team 
Ann Huyck:
  Day Camp 
  Junior Counselor
Barb Hyler: 
  Guild Garage Sale
Cody Hyler: 
  Guild Garage Sale
Cole Hyler: 
  Guild Garage Sale
Kermit Hyler: 
  Guild Garage Sale
Dennis Iiams 
  Guild Garage Sale, 
  Special Events
Patricia Iiams: 
  Guild Garage Sale, 
  Special Events
Martha Israel: 
  Special Events

Roger Jacobsen: 
  Emeritus Board
Carl Janssen: 
  Office, Special Events
Maisie Janssen: 
  Office, Special Events
Dee Jayne: 
  Guild Garage Sale
Ann Jennings: 
  Emeritus Board
Sandra Jennings: 
  Flynn Mansion,  
  Bus Tour Host,  
  Guild Garage Sale
Caitlin Jespersen: 
  Day Camp
  Junior Counselor
Carson Jespersen: 
  Day Camp
  Junior Counselor
Dave Johnson: 
  Schoolhouse
Janice Johnson: 
  Guild Garage Sale, 
  Special Events
Kendall Johnson: 
  Special Events
Lucas Johnson: 
  Special Events
Mackenzie Johnson: 
  Day Camp
  Junior Counselor
Melody Johnson: 
  Special Events
Riley Jones: 
  Day Camp
  Junior Counselor
Brian Joyce: 
  Baseball Team 
Michael Joyce: 
  Baseball Team 
Jenny Joynt:  
  Church of the Land, 
  Guild Garage Sale, 
  Special Events
Norma Kachelhoffer: 
  Office, Special Events
Matt Kappenman: 
  Day Camp
  Junior Counselor
Alex Karabinus:
  Day Camp 
  Junior Counselor
Jake Kazma: 
  Day Camp
  Junior Counselor
Leo Kazma:
  Day Camp 
  Junior Counselor
Adam Kenne: 
  Blacksmith Shop
Ruth Kenney-Randolph: 
  Walnut Hill 
  Choral Society, 
  Guild Garage Sale

Marissa Kephart: 
  Day Camp
  Junior Counselor
Ellen Keyser:
  Day Camp 
  Junior Counselor
Dick Kiefer: 
  Guild Garage Sale,  
  Special Events
Shirley Kiefer: 
  Guild Garage Sale, 
  Special Events
Megan Kiernan:
  Day Camp 
  Junior Counselor
Ray King:
  General Store
Louise Kipping: 
  Schoolhouse
Bre Kirpes:
  Day Camp 
  Junior Counselor
Kaylee Kirpes:
  Day Camp 
  Junior Counselor
Dean Kleckner: 
  Emeritus Board
Lee Kline:
  Emeritus Board
Kathy Klipfel: 
  Special Events
Ron Klipfel:
  Special Events
Kimberly Knapp: 
  Special Events
McKenzie Knapp: 
  1850 Farm
Carolyn Knittle: 
  Melodrama Group
Linda Knodle: 
  Walnut Hill 
  Choral Society, 
  Law Office, Special Events
Kelsey Knowles: 
  Board of Directors 
Robert Knudsen:  
  Day Camp
  Junior Counselor
Sharon Knudsen: 
  Guild Garage Sale, 
  Special Events
Erin Kohlsdorf: 
  Volunteer Intern
Marilyn Kollmorgen: 
  Emeritus Board
Alexa Korte:
  Day Camp 
  Junior Counselor
Chase Koschmeder: 
  Day Camp
  Junior Counselor
Frank Koss:
  Special Events
Carolyn Krafka: 
  Special Events
Mike Kraus:
  Special Events
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2013 Core Volunteers
Elizabeth Kruse:  
  Day Camp
  Junior Counselor
Bob Kurtz:  
  Board of Directors 
Jancy LaFollette: 
  Special Events
Sally Lambert: 
  Museum Store
Jessie Landgraf: 
  Volunteer Intern
Leo Landis:
  Baseball Team,
  Special Events
Ben Lang: 
  Day Camp 
  Junior Counselor
Nick Lang:
  Day Camp 
  Junior Counselor
Julie Lang:
  1900 Farm
Julia Lantz:  
  Volunteer Intern
Denise LaPole: 
  Special Events
Ted Larsen: 
  Guild Garage Sale
Libby Larson:
  1900 Farm
Sarah Larson:  
  Tangen Home
Nancy Lavender- 
  Bobenhouse:  
  Board of Directors 
Alyssa Laybon:
  Day Camp 
  Junior Counselor
Chuck Lenze:
  Drug Store
Elaine Lenze:  
  Tangen Home
Jack Lepic:
  Day Camp 
  Junior Counselor
Erika Lewis:
  Day Camp 
  Junior Counselor
Dawn Liekweg: 
  Melodrama Group
Shawn Lilly:
  Office
Jessica Lin:
  Day Camp 
  Junior Counselor
Carol Linderman: 
  Guild Garage Sale, 
  Special Events
Dani Lipman:
  Day Camp 
  Junior Counselor
Meier Lipman:
  Day Camp 
  Junior Counselor
Amy Lipovac: 
  Tangen Home

Meredith Lipovac: 
  Tangen Home
Norah Lipovac: 
  Tangen Home
Jeanne Lubavs:
  Office, Special Events
Sarah Luko:
  Print Shop
Kirsten Lundy:
  Day Camp 
  Junior Counselor
Ivan Lyddon: 
  Emeritus Board
Barb Lykins: 
  Emeritus Board
Jean Lynch:
  Special Events
Gene Maahs: 
  Board of Directors 
Lindsey Mack:
  Day Camp 
  Junior Counselor
Susan Mack-Overla: 
  1850 Farm
Shaan Madhan:
  Day Camp 
  Junior Counselor
Janelle Madsen:
  Day Camp 
  Junior Counselor
Darlene Mashek: 
  Schoolhouse
Michelle Matchell: 
  Day Camp 
  Junior Counselor
Fred Matters: 
  Guild Garage Sale, 
  Special Events
Lorine Matters: 
  Special Events
Sondra McAllister: 
  1850 Farm, 
  Guild Garage Sale, 
  Special Events
Christie McConathy: 
  Education Advisory 
  Committee
Paige McDermott: 
  Day Camp
  Junior Counselor
Becca McDowell: 
  Day Camp 
  Junior Counselor
Lauren McDowell: 
  Day Camp
  Junior Counselor
Grace McKeon: 
  Day Camp 
  Junior Counselor
Lauren McNeal: 
  Guild Garage Sale
Laura McVay: 
  Special Events
Robert Meisenheimer: 
  Special Events

Sharon Meisenheimer: 
  Schoolhouse, 
  Special Events
Ashton Mellinger: 
  Blacksmith Shop
Karen Menz: 
  Education Advisory 
  Committee
Bob Meyer: 
  Gardens, Lunch monitor, 
  Special Events
Kim Meyer: 
  Special Events
Michaela Meyer: 
  Special Events
Corey Montes:
  Day Camp 
  Junior Counselor
Linda Montet: 
  Guild Garage Sale
Jake Mooradian: 
  Day Camp
  Junior Counselor
Barb Moore: 
  Special Events
Bob Morlan: 
  Emeritus Board
Becki Morris: 
  Special Events
Abigail Morrow: 
  Special Events
Dale Morrow: 
  Special Events
Kelly Morrow: 
  Special Events
Nathaniel Morrow: 
  Special Events
Aaron Moss:
  Baseball Team  
Dawn Bondhus Mueller: 
  Collections
Lisa Mullan: 
  Board of Directors 
Larry Murphy: 
  Special Events
Pat Murphy: 
  Barnyard Reader’s 
  Program, Special Events
Alice Murray: 
  Emeritus Board
Maddie Neal: 
  Day Camp 
  Junior Counselor
Norma Needham: 
  Guild Garage Sale, 
  Special Events
Philip Neil:
  Special Events
Stacy Neiman: 
  Guild Garage Sale
Ken Nelson:
  Law Office, Special Events
Marilyn Nelson: 
  Flynn Mansion
Mary Nelson: 
  Emeritus Board 

Lyne Neymeyer:
  Print Shop
Mary Nichalson: 
  Guild Garage Sale
Nikki Noble:
  Special Events
Roy Noble:
  Special Events
John Noe:
  Special Events
Deb O’Donnell: 
  Special Events
Ginger O’Keefe: 
  Law Office, Doctor,  
  Bank, Schoolhouse
Emma Olsen:
  Day Camp 
  Junior Counselor
Chloe Olson:
  Day Camp 
  Junior Counselor
Elizabeth Olson: 
  1700 Farm
Deirdre O’Neill: 
  Special Events
David Opalinski: 
  Melodrama Group  
Gary Overla: 
  1850 Farm,
  Blacksmith Shop
Rachel Overla:
  1850 Farm
Ron Palmer:  
  Tractor Cart Driver, 
  Maintenance
John Parsons:
  Maintenance  
Josh Paulson:
  Day Camp 
  Junior Counselor
Jack Peers:
  Day Camp 
  Junior Counselor
Nancy Peggs: 
  Guild Garage Sale
Sean Pelletier: 
  Board of Directors 
Quinn Perdue:
  Day Camp 
  Junior Counselor
Katie Perkins:
  Day Camp 
  Junior Counselor
Pat Perlowski: 
  Guild Garage Sale
Marian Perman: 
  Museum Store
Brenda Peshak: 
  Special Events
Scott Peshak: 
  Special Events
Janis Petersen: 
  Guild Garage Sale
Amy Peterson: 
  Special Events

Betty Peterson: 
  Education Advisory 
  Committee
Ed Peterson: 
  Guild Garage Sale
Jean Pfantz:
  Special Events
Lola Phillips:
  Day Camp 
  Junior Counselor
Joanne Pike: 
  Guild Garage Sale
Kenzie Piper: 
  Special Events
Mark Piper: 
  Baseball Team, 
  Special Events
Beverly Pitt:
  Day Camp 
  Junior Counselor
Megan Pollpeter: 
  Day Camp
  Junior Counselor
Jean Poock:
  Pre-School Tours,
  Special Events
Mary Pope:
  Walnut Hill 
  Choral Society
Carol Popken: 
  Special Events
Bailey Porter:
  Day Camp 
  Junior Counselor
SK Prophet:
  Special Events
Mark Pullen: 
  Melodrama Group  
Fran Quirk:
  Tangen Home
Kay Reasoner: 
  Special Events, 
  Guild Garage Sale
Rachael Rethman: 
  Day Camp
 Junior Counselor
Abby Ricke: 
  Day Camp
  Junior Counselor
Kaitlyn Riedemann: 
  1900 Farm
Chris Roberts:
  Day Camp 
  Junior Counselor
Sheila Rogers:
  1850 Farm
Ken Root:
  Emeritus Board
Stefanie Rosenberg- 
  Wagner: Education 
  Advisory Committee
Janelle Rouse: 
  Special Events
Charles Safris: 
  Board of Directors, 
  Guild Garage Sale
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2013 Core Volunteers
Janet Safris: 
  Guild Garage Sale
Kathy Safris: 
  Church of the Land, 
  Guild Garage Sale
William Safris: 
  Guild Garage Sale
Ben Sanders:
  Day Camp 
  Junior Counselor
Ralph Sanders:  
  Implement Dealership
Rebecca Sanders: 
  Flynn Mansion 
Alexa Sandon:
  1900 Farm
Linda Sargent: 
  Special Events
Savannah Scallon: 
  Day Camp
  Junior Counselor
Barry Schaffter: 
  Emeritus Board
Anja Schepp:
  Day Camp 
  Junior Counselor
Joanna Schilling: 
  Interpreter’s Library
Veralynn Schilling: 
  Education Advisory 
  Committee
Garnet Schlievert: 
  Guild Board Committee, 
  Guild Garage Sale   
Connie Schmett: 
  Board of Directors 
Maddy Schmidt: 
  Flynn Mansion
Emily Schmitt:
  Day Camp 
  Junior Counselor
Ashley Schonberg: 
  Volunteer Intern
Gary Schultz: 
  Tractor Cart Driver 
Amanda Schwab: 
  Special Events
Vivian Schwab: 
  Special Events
Jackie Scieszinski: 
  Education Advisory 
  Committee
Eugene O. Scully: 
  Guild Garage Sale
Susan Seidenfeld: 
  Special Events
Evelyn Shafer: 
  Guild Garage Sale
Anna Shapiro:
  Day Camp 
  Junior Counselor
Rachel Shapiro:
  Day Camp 
  Junior Counselor
Rosemarie Sherer: 
  Special Events

Alyssa Shiber:
  Day Camp 
  Junior Counselor
Emma Shipley:
  1900 Farm
Kate Shoemaker: 
  Day Camp
  Junior Counselor
Marian Shultz: 
  Special Events
Jan Sigler:
  Flynn Mansion 
Nancy Skoumal: 
  Development - office
Chris Slocombe: 
  Baseball Team 
Dan Smith:
  Special Events
Elizabeth Smith: 
  1850 Farm
Jacque Smith: 
  Special Events
Ty Smith:
  Day Camp 
  Junior Counselor
Lowell Sneller:
  Law Office
Rachel Snodgrass: 
  Day Camp
  Junior Counselor
Betty Snow: 
  Guild Garage Sale
Lewis Snow: 
  Guild Garage Sale
Bill Snyder:
  Special Events
Joelle Snyder: 
  Special Events
Maryanne Sobiech: 
  Period Clothing
Logan Spacek:
  Day Camp 
  Junior Counselor
Brice Stafne: 
  Baseball Team, livestock 
  manager assistant
Kelsie Stahly: 
  Flynn Mansion 
Joan Stanley: 
  Special Events
Emily Steimel:
  Day Camp 
  Junior Counselor
Jacque Stessman: 
  Emeritus Board
Madison Stoaks: 
  Day Camp
  Junior Counselor
Jordan Stone:
  Day Camp 
  Junior Counselor
Jerry Stratton:
  Education Advisory 
  Committee

Sue Streeter: 
  Volunteer Program 
  - office, Special Events, 
  Guild Garage Sale
Sarah Suh:
  Day Camp 
  Junior Counselor
Elliot Suiter:
  Day Camp 
  Junior Counselor
Bonnie Sullivan: 
  Special Events
Madison Summers: 
  Day Camp
  Junior Counselor
Abbey Sump:
  Day Camp 
  Junior Counselor
Cliff Swart:
  Special Events
Meridee Swart: 
  Special Events
Barbara Syata:
  VC Clerk,
  Guild Garage Sale
Bob Syata:  
  VC Clerk,  
  Guild Garage Sale
Alyssa Tainter: 
  Day Camp  
  Junior Counselor
Bryce Taylor: 
  Day Camp 
  Junior Counselor
Karen Taylor:
  Guild Board Committee,  
  Guild Garage Sale   
Larry Taylor: 
  Guild Garage Sale
Patricia Taylor: 
  Guild Garage Sale
Robin Taylor:
  Farmstasia 
  Board Committee
Shari Tenney: 
  Special Events, 
  Guild Garage Sale
Vivian Thatcher: 
  Guild Garage Sale
Ashley Thompson: 
  Day Camp
  Junior Counselor
Bonnie Thorn: 
  Special Events,  
  Guild Garage Sale
Chad Timm: 
  Education Advisory 
  Committee
Charles Trullinger: 
  Doctor’s Office
Christy Trullinger:  
  Walnut Hill  
  Choral Society
Ron Trump: 
  Special Events
Ed Truslow:  
  Melodrama Group  

Melinda Turnbull: 
  1700 Farm
Katie Twedt:
  Day Camp
  Junior Counselor
Dharma Vander Linden: 
  Day Camp 
  Junior Counselor
Kali Velman:
  Day Camp 
  Junior Counselor
Peg Vickers: 
  Guild Garage Sale
Drew Vogel: 
  Emeritus Board
John Walker: 
  Special Events
Alex Warden: 
  Day Camp 
  Junior Counselor
Jaclyn Warden: 
  Day Camp 
  Junior Counselor
Sarah Warth: 
  Special Events
Pam Waters:  
  Special Events
Robert Waters: 
  Special Events, 
  Baseball Team
Erik Watkins: 
  Baseball Team  
Randi Webber: 
  Board of Directors 
Georgia Weddle: 
  Guild Garage Sale
Annie Weinberg: 
  Day Camp 
  Junior Counselor
Jake Wheeler: 
  Day Camp 
  Junior Counselor
Taylor Whetstone: 
  Day Camp 
  Junior Counselor
Joyce Whipps: 
  Special Events
Kevin Wiggins: 
  Day Camp
  Junior Counselor
Gen Wikner: 
  Guild Garage Sale, 
  Special Events
Ivan Wikner: 
  Guild Garage Sale, 
  Special Events
Adam Wiley: 
  Guild Garage Sale
Jen Wiley: 
  Guild Garage Sale
Ken Wiley: 
  Guild Garage Sale
Susan Wiley: 
  Guild Garage Sale
Vickie Williams: 
  Guild Garage Sale, 
  Special Events

Emma Willits: 
  Day Camp 
  Junior Counselor
Jack Wilson: 
  Day Camp 
  Junior Counselor
Mallory Wilson:
  Day Camp  
  Junior Counselor
Tom Wilson: 
  Doctor’s Office, Bank, 
  Special Events
Madelynn Wipperman: 
  Day Camp 
  Junior Counselor
Roger Witke:  
  Law Office
Julie Witmer:  
  Guild Garage Sale, 
  Special Events
Sarah Witmer:  
  1850 Farm
Jen Witt: 
  Special Events
Mary Woods: 
  Guild Garage Sale
Sandy Wyborny:
  Special Events
Jo Yeates:
  Guild Garage Sale
Bri Young:
  Day Camp 
  Junior Counselor
Kathleen Zehr:
  Board of Directors - Chair
Lola Zimmerman: 
  Guild Board Committee,  
  Guild Garage Sale-Chair, 
  Museum Store   
Shane Zimmerman 
  Board of Directors 
Tom Zimmerman: 
  Guild Garage Sale



Educational Programming Highlights

In 2013, more than 30,000 students of all ages participated 
in tours, enrichments, outreach programs, camps, classes, 
or workshops offered by LHF. Some highlights include:

•	 Barnyard Readers: Wow! Response to this program 
continues to take off! The fall series was so popular that 
it sold out in a couple short weeks. Four more dates 
were added and those also sold out in a couple weeks! 

•	 Spring and Fall Learning Excursion School Tours:  
Comments like the one below sum up the valuable 
learning that takes place on our Learning Excursion 
School Tours:

•	 Homeschool Day 2013: This year’s theme was 
 “The Science of Daily Life.” Once again, more than 
900 people participated in the annual Homeschool 
Day in September. The response from the homeschool 
community has been fantastic!

•	 2013 Teacher of the Year: Kris Bigler, 5th grade 
teacher from North Winneshiek Schools, was the 

recipient of the 2013 Teacher 
of the Year award. After 
visiting LHF, her students 
created presentations on 
Iowa topics and used process 
writing to create stories about 
what they had learned.

Day Camp:

Since LHF’s 2013 theme was science and technology, a new 
Summer Day Camp was created this year for 3rd graders 
called “Technology Through the Years.” Youth experienced 
how technology influenced farming and rural life. 

We continue to collaborate with other institutions in the 
metro area. “History’s Mysteries” was a 2-day camp, offered 
jointly by Living History Farms and the State Historical 
Society of Iowa. The camp allowed youth to be “history 
detectives” and explore the past through artifacts.

Spring Break Camp 2013 brought a new camp,  
“Victorian Girls.” The camp centered around the daily 
lives of Victorian girls, and the Flynn Home was the 
perfect setting for it. Winter Break Camp 2013 saw youth 
experiencing “A Day in the Life of a Kid-1875.” 

Internships:

We could not do what we do without the help of our 
interns. The following students were part of the summer 
internship program: 

Day Camp

Blake Billings (Simpson) 
Abigail Cain  
  (Viterbo University) 
Ann Krois (UNI) 
Nicole Malli (Ripon College) 
Danielle Musselman (Simpson) 
Mia Phifer (Coe College) 
Sarah Ryan (Drake) 
Samantha Smithson (ISU)

Education
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Teacher of the Year  
Kris Bigler with Education 
Director Dan Jones.

“We teach a unit in our literacy program  
about life/history in the Midwest as well as 
a unit dedicated to the history of Iowa. This 
(trip) directly correlates with our curriculum 
and the Iowa Common Core. We use this trip 
as a kind of anticipation guide for the units.” 
 
			      - Alisa Beary
			        Teacher from Ankeny, IA 

Historic Interpreter

Emily Brush (ISU) 
Lena Glaze  
  (Covenant College) 
Katherine-Rose  
  Kanauss (ISU) 
Dana Sly (Grinnell)
Rachel Tharp (Central)
Meridel Weitz 
  (Northwestern) 

Five additional students received “real world” experience 
through their Living History Farms internship: 
•	 Megan Bendixen (Drake), Development
•	 Erin Kohlsdorf (UNI), Interpretation
•	 Jess Landgraf (Luther), Administration
•	 Julia Lantz (Northwestern College), Marketing
•	 Ashley Schonberg (ISU), Interpretation/Period Clothing



Interpretation & Programming
This season, LHF’s historical interpreters explored the 
“Science of Daily Life.” Our journey into the realm of 
scientific discovery began with daily hands-on activities 
at the various historic sites, allowing visitors to experience 
scientific principles and technology changes for themselves. 
Farm chores highlighted the science of growing things, 

hybridization and farm power. Simple 
machinery and complex technology 
were hot topics in the 1875 town 
of Walnut Hill. Town trade sites 
demonstrated the actions of gears and 
levers with sewing machines, printing 
presses, and broom binders. 

The science of agriculture took precedence at many of the 
historic sites in 2013. The 1850 farmers invited guests to 
assist in fall plowing with oxen, allowing them to get a 
personal experience of the force needed to break sod and 
how the steel plow revolutionized farming. Six new sheep 
and a calf joined the 1850 Farm, and the 1900 Farm gained 
2 calves and 3 litters of pigs. The vegetable garden at the 
Tangen House in town produced a great many squash, 
eggplant, and other summer goodies. The Cochin chickens 
housed there were a great favorite of museum guests. 

Throughout the general visitor season, 
historic snapshots also brought everyday 
science into view. The 1700 Ioway Farm 
invited Ioway artist Reuben Iron Horse-
Kent and primitive tool expert Tom 
Harvey to demonstrate at Ioway Culture 
Day in July. Reuben built traditional clay 
pottery and Tom explained the science 
of flint knapping and bone tool making. Site interpreters 
talked with guests about the chemical processes behind 
tanning hides, while guests scraped bison hides on the hide 
rack. Other season snapshots included Grain Harvest in 
August and Corn Harvest in October at the 1900 Farm, 
both highlighting the technology available to harvest and 
process oats and corn at the turn of the century. 

The rituals of everyday life also found a place in the historic 
snapshots. The 1850 Pioneer Farm celebrated a recreated 
wedding. The Flynn Mansion had a children’s birthday 
party and the Tangen House recreated a Victorian funeral. 
Guests to the new Flynn Family Christmas event enjoyed 
cookies and carols in the Flynn Mansion, dancing at the 
Church of the Land, and pulling taffy in the Visitor Center.

Historic Dinners

Each winter, Living History Farms invites guests to dinner 
at one of the museum’s many historic kitchens. The 1900 
Farm staff welcome guests with a horse-drawn wagon 
ride to the farm house, where they cozy up to the wood-
burning stove in the dining room and pass heaping dishes 
of meat and potatoes around the table. The Dahl Historic 
Dinners at Tangen in the 1875 town of Walnut Hill are 
special occasion meals shared family style in the dining 
room, followed by fun and frivolous Victorian games in 
the parlor afterwards. These programs run January - March 
and October - December. 

This season, the Flynn Mansion offered a new limited 
edition high-style Victorian meal as well as an afternoon 
tea seating. Flynn Mansion Dinners began in March 
2013. Historical interpreters offered dinner guests the 
opportunity to experience the high style a la Russe dining 
of the late 19th century. One 
by one, serving staff brought 
out nine courses of food 
including period favorites such 
as oysters, mock turtle soup, 
salmon, roast beef and potatoes, 
and a decadent chocolate 
charlotte dessert. The historical interpreters offered tips 
for navigating the many forks and spoons laid out at each 
place setting. Flynn Mansion Afternoon Tea programs were 
offered in April. Guests were seated in the dining room 
at tea tables for a three course service featuring soup, tea 
sandwiches, cakes and cookies, along with steaming cups 
of tea. After both programs, guests were able to explore the 
historic Flynn Mansion upstairs and down.
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Collections
In 2013, Living History Farms Collection staff worked 
with volunteers and maintenance staffers to care for and 
consolidate our museum collection. Living History Farms 
continues to define and tighten collection parameters, with 
an emphasis on caring for the collections we currently 
hold. This year, twenty-nine new items were added to the 
collection, including a grain cradle used by the donor’s 
father at several of the original Living History Farms’  
Grain Harvest festivals in the 1970s. Collections staff 
continue their work to maintain correct inventory and 
computer-based catalogues for the objects in the LHF 
collection. 

The historic site buildings at Living History Farms are also 
considered part of the museum collection. In 2013, Living 
History Farms focused on several building support projects 
to care for these important collection items. In the early 

winter, LHF maintenance staff 
installed electrified antique 
gas light fixtures in the back 
bedrooms, hall, and kitchen 
areas of the Flynn Mansion. 
These lights provided needed 

task lighting for evening programs at the Flynn Mansion 
and continued the on-going restoration and upkeep of that 
historic home. Foundation work at the 1900 Farm began 
in early spring to stabilize water drainage and basement 
conditions at the historic 1900 Farm house. Outbuildings 
such as the chicken house also received attention with 
ongoing gutter and roof work.  	

The livestock, crops, and vegetable gardens at Living 
History Farms are also part of the museum’s living 
collection. This collection is cared for by the historical 
interpreters at each site. In 2013, Living History Farms was 
pleased to add a Living Collections Curator position to 
support the work of these interpreters. 

In 2013, Living History Farms collection staff presented 
several exhibitions to museum guests. The “Science of 
Daily Life” exhibit in the Visitor Center provided an 
introduction to the science themes of the 2013 season. 

In the fall, the annual historic 
quilt show took up residence 
in the Flynn Mansion. The 
“Science of Keeping Warm” 
show presented guests with 
over a dozen historic and 
reproduction quilts, as well 
as blankets and knitted items 
from the Living History Farms historic textile collection. 

In September, Living History Farms was pleased to host a 
traveling exhibition, The Progressive Era: Creating Modern 
America 1900-1917. On loan from the Gilder Lehrman 
Institute of American History, this multiple-panel exhibit 
explored the ways Americans processed industrialization 
and modernity. On display in the Wallace Exhibit Center, 
the exhibit presented reproductions of period cartoons, 
letters, and other ephemera to explore the reactions to the 
vast changes taking place in society at that time.



Special Events
Our Cabin Fever event series, which highlights Iowa  
food and beverages, brings a diverse crowd to the Farms 
during the first quarter of the year. During the touring 
season (May thru mid-October), themed friend-raising 
events remain popular with our members. Our signature 
Easter and Halloween events continue to be strong  
family-oriented fundraising events. The Farmstasia 
gala event celebrated turning five this year, with record-
breaking attendance and revenue to support LHF 
Education programs.

Family Halloween Nights

Thousands of feet of Christmas lights, 150 pumpkins, a hay 
wagon mounded with corn shocks, and a dozen lighted 
scarecrow displays transform the grounds for our “gently 
spooky” fall classic! Nearly nine thousand people enjoyed 
professional storytellers in the barn, horse-drawn wagon 
rides through the timber, a Jack-O-Lantern Walk, and 
roasted marshmallows. In-kind donations from ten event 
partners tallied 60,000 treats, and fifty LHF volunteers 
sacked nine thousand individual bags of popcorn.

Farmstasia

Our fifth annual gala featured a 
casually elegant harvest dinner 
in the Flynn Barn, music from 
the Ortonville Circus, and 
presentation of our Living 
History Farms Teacher of the Year 
award. Silent auction packages 
included many one of a kind LHF 

experiences. The live auction featured a South African 
Photo Safari for two. We are grateful to everyone who 
helped us surpass our revenue goal, making Farmstasia the 
largest source of funding for our Education and Outreach 
Programs! Please mark Saturday, October 11, 2014 for our 
next Farmstasia celebration.

Flynn Family Christmas

At our new holiday event, children enjoyed frosting a sugar 
cookie in the Flynn Café, making a variety of crafts, old-
fashioned taffy pulls and visiting with Santa. The church 
came alive with the sounds of the Barn Owl Band, calling 
dances for the crowd. Horse-drawn wagon rides through 
town and caroling in the Flynn parlor created special 
memories for all.
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Guest Services
Membership

In 2013, we added a new members-only program called 
Member Mondays. This 10-week program provided an 
exclusive, intimate, hands-on opportunity for members. 

Children and parents were 
able to bake biscuits at the 
1900 Farm, make cards at 
the Advocate Print Shop and 
brooms at the Walnut Hill 
Broom Shop, just to name a 

few. Watch for this program to return in 2014 with several 
favorite activities from 2013, along with several new 
opportunities!

Rentals

Living History Farms rental facilities host a variety of rental 
events during the year. The majority are weddings and 
wedding receptions. Hundreds of couples were married at 
Living History Farms during 2013 and we are grateful to 
each couple who chooses to spend their special day with us.

This year marked the 35th anniversary of the Living 
History Farms Race. It is held each year in November on 
the Saturday before Thanksgiving. This sold out event 
brought several thousand participants who ran seven miles 
across the Farms property in bitterly cold weather—and 
had fun doing so!

Retail

School group students continue to enjoy spending their 
loose change and practicing their math skills in our 
General Store throughout the fall and spring. Our historic 
candies and unique sarsaparilla continue to be the biggest 
hits for the kids. In the Marketplace Museum Store we 
introduced a number of new 
merchandise items such as 
offering a line of historic 
chocolates, and brought back 
some old favorites, such as 
handmade plough handles, 
walking sticks, and potato 
pouches. Day campers loved our new “I Heart LHF  
Day Camp” T-shirt featuring one of our four legged friends. 
We plan to continue offering more add-on merchandise 
items to pair with our 2014 programs. Our online store is 
available during the off season at  
www.LivingHistoryFarms.org/Shop to continue the historic 
shopping fun all year round.
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2013 Staff
Management Team
Ruth Haus - President
Jen Albers - Finance and Retail Operations
Janet Dennis - Interpretation
Jim Dietz-Kilen - Development
Jennie Dove Deerr - Marketing/Communications
Laure Fredenburg - Membership/Guest Services
Dean Irving - Maintenance
Dan Jones - Education
Jan Milroy - Volunteer Program

Education & Day Camp
Emily Greteman
Megan Baker
Matthew Beyer
Blake Billings
Abigail Cain
Erin Carey
Charlotte Dutcher
Blake Findley
Kristel Kautzky
Christa Kirsch-Paulson
Ann Krois
Nicole Malli
Christine Meggers
Danielle Musselman
Mia Phifer
Johnathan Preston
Rosalee Ratterree
Sarah Ryan
Kelly Sherman
Samantha Smithson

Guest Services & Retail
Natalie Deerr
Peter Farley
Kristin Imboden
Carol Liechty
Alexandra McKeighan
Allison Osweiler
Caroline Schoonover
Julie Witmer

Interpretation
Brittany Bartz
Bailey Berger
Matthew Beyer
Emily Brush
Benjamin Bryne
Melinda Carriker
Kelly Clime
David Connon
Kate Dahl
William Damman
Nancy Frederiksen
Lena Glaze

Kathryn Glosser
Judy Goodman
David Hauge
Aaron Haywood
Trae Hestness
Thomas Hoover
Deb Irving
Judy Jabaay
Kyle Johnson
Katherine Rose Kanauss
Elysa Koss
Brad Kromrie
Tony Kuehn
Mike Levasseur
Karen Nordholm
Lucy Olson
Michelle Parsons
Hilary Pearson
Laura Poresky
Tiffany Rudd
Nicole Seay
Gary Shirk
Erin Siebers
Dana Sly
Alexander Strait
Chelsea Tegels
Rachael Tharp
Meridel Weitz
Alexander Williamson
Mike Witmer
Kathlee Yates
Christopher Zarifis

Maintenance & Transportation
Dean Boots
Gordon Gaippe
Dan Gallardo
Evan Hoyt
Robert Prigge
Edward Wilson
Stephen Anderson

Marketing & Communications
Kate Meyer

Rentals
Carol Culmer
William Denton
Rosalee Ratterree
Carla Zeller

Special Events
Linda Shuck
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2013 Annual Donors

$100,000 and above
BRAVO Greater  
  Des Moines
John Deere
Living History Farms Race

$40,000 and above
Mary and R.W. Nelson

$30,000 and above
DuPont Pioneer
Nationwide

$25,000 and above
Roy J Carver Charitable 
  Trust
Iowa Department of 
  Cultural Affairs
Fred Maytag Family 
  Foundation
Principal Financial Group 
  Foundation, Inc.

$20,000 and above
EMC Insurance 
  Companies

$15,000 and above
Friends of Baseball
Kinze Manufacturing Inc.

$10,000 and above
Bob Brown Chevrolet, 
  Buick & GMC
Cole-Belin Education 
  Foundation
Grinnell Mutual Group 
  Foundation
The Al & Ann Jennings 
  Foundation

Meredith Corporation 
  Foundation
Silos & Smokestacks 
  National Heritage Area

$7,000 and above
Atlantic Coca-Cola 
  Bottling Company
Farmers Mutual Hail 
  Insurance Company  
  of Iowa
Gordon J. Smith

$5,000 and above
Bratney Companies
Homesteaders Life 
  Company
Hy-Vee, Inc.
ING
Kemin Industries
The Lauridsen Family
Polk County
Sukup Manufacturing Co.
Union Pacific Foundation
Wells Fargo

$3,500 and above
Bank of the West
Daniel Cosgriff
Diamond Vogel Paints
Winifred Murray Kelley
Lisa and Timothy Mullan

$2,500 and above
Alliant Energy Foundation
Bankers Trust Company
Belin McCormick P.C.
Bridgestone Tires Americas  
  Inc., Agricultural Division
Community Foundation of 
  Greater Des Moines
FBL Financial Group, Inc.
GROWMARK, Inc.

Hy-Line International
Iowa Farm Bureau 
  Federation
Wellmark Blue Cross and 
  Blue Shield of Iowa

$1,500 and above
Dave and Mindy Austin
Aviva Charitable 
  Foundation
The Coons Foundation
Catherine, Jim and Nora 
  Dietz-Kilen
David and Margaret Drury
Gabus Automotive Group
Sherry Teachout Glenn
Sean and Kelsey Knowles
Lennox Manufacturing Inc.
Gene and Naomi Maahs
Monsanto Fund
Libby Nelson
Millie and Craig Thomson
Randi and David Webber
Jen Witt

$1,000 and above
Rich and Loretta Bergez
Terry and Christine 
  Branstad
Don and Kathryn Brush
Holly and James Dierks
Easter Family Fund
Marian and Don Easter 
  Fund
Brian and Beth Frantum
Roswell and Elizabeth 
  Garst Foundation
Ann and John Ghrist 
  Family Foundation
John and Louise 
  Grzybowski
John and Barb Hagie

Phyllis Helland and Ray 
  Morse
Barb and Dan Hoy
ILC Resources
Bruce and Susy Kelley
Bob and Debbie Morlan
Christopher E. Nelson,  
  Ph.D. and Linda P. Nelson
Chuck and Kathy Safris
Barry and Becka Schaffter
Connie and Kim Schmett
David Wallace
West Bank
Kathleen Zehr
Shane and Keri 
  Zimmerman

$750 and above
Bill and Corky Classen
Nancy and Paul 
  Herbrechtsmeier
Jan Milroy

$500 and above
ABC Sign & Display
Beasley Family 
Foundation, Inc.
Stanley and Jean Borton
Casey’s General Stores
Kay and Lee Casten
Patty and Jim Cownie 
  Charitable Fund
Mr. and Mrs. Michael 
  Dennis
Delta Kappa Gamma Tau 
  Chapter
Selma N. Duvick
James D. and Eva Ann 
  Elmer
Kris Fagen
Dan and Ree Greteman
George and Erin Lederhaas

David G. Murray and 
  Judith M. Sayles
NCMIC Group, Inc./ 
  Professional Solutions
Stroh Corporation
Vern and Susan Thorp, 
  Windrush Farms
David S. and Sara K. 
  Walker
Zeller Family Farm

$250 and above
Jennifer and Ryan Albers
Susan and John 
  Aschenbrenner
Edwin W. Bartine II
Rick Bartosh
Patricia J. Beneke
Carol and Galin Berrier
Bill Bohan
Gloria and James Boyt
Margaret Brennan
Bruce Campbell and 
  Beverly Evans
Richard C. Carlson
Flo and David Dietz
M. Burton Drexler
Rob Fairbank
Christi Garrett
Ruth and Robert Haus
Gary and Kelly Hendrick
Pete and Janet Hermanson
Holmes Murphy
ITA Group, Inc
Mary Jack
Jeffrey and Danielle 
  Johnson
Linda E. Knodle
Sharon Knudsen
Sally and William Lambert
Nancy Lavender- 
  Bobenhouse and Steve 
  Bobenhouse

The following donors made gifts in support of annual 
operations during 2013. These include gifts for our annual 
fund and sponsorship support for our fundraising events 
(VIP and Farmstasia). They also include a number of 
commitments for site maintenance and improvement 
projects that were identified as priorities under LHF’s  
2013-2015 Strategic Plan. 

Names appearing in blue on the following pages are those 
of donors who made new or increased annual support gifts 
during 2013. Names in bold indicate that their gifts also 
include support for our strategic site improvements. 

We appreciate each and every one of our donors and are 
so grateful for the support given by each one. At the same 
time, we have to say that we couldn’t be happier to be so 
blue and so bold.

“Living History Farms provides an  
opportunity for non-farm people and  
their families to understand how and 
where food is produced. The history of 
farming is important to world-wide  
agriculture. And we think it’s important  
to support Living History Farms.” 
			        -Mary & R.W. Nelson



2013 Annual Donors
John and Pam Miller
Northern Lights Combined 
  Federal Campaign
Margaret Hill Northey and 
  Wayne V. Northey
Sean and Melissa Pelletier
Mary Scarpino
Steve and Renee Schaaf
Linda and Scott Shuck
Jacque and Dan Smith
Lois and Gayle Strickler
Cliff and Meridee Swart
Opal Wilson
Lola and Tom Zimmerman
and two anonymous 
  donors

$100 and above
Rebecca L. and Thomas J. 
  Ackerman
Dr. Gary W. and Mary 
  Alice Amerman
Steve and Jen Arkwright
Mary Lou Aspengren
Mark and Dee Batchelder
Andrew and Lisa Bean
Barbara Beatty and John 
  Merriman
Irene Beavers
Shawna Beck
Barry and Pat Bengtson
James M. and Barbara K. 
  Bock
Larry and Cecelia Browne
Steve and Melissa Brush
George Burnet
Judy Burns
Dean and Katherine Butler
Scott and Kristin Carlson
Wendell Carlson
Lyle and Glenda Carpenter
Garland and Mona Carver
Dennis and Maria Casey
Robert and Peggy Casper
Mark Clark and Katie Roth
Glenn and Ruth Clark
Vicki Sehgal and Ryan 
  Clutter
Joseph M. and Margaret 
  Ann Comito
Phil and Susan Crum
Cur Mar Farms, Inc.
Peter T. Daniolos
Danos Family Foundation
Ann Davidson
Sally and Patrick Dix
Tim and Teresa Dunbar
Fred and Mary Eby
James R. Eckert
Cathy and Bill Eddy
Frederick Eller
Janet B. Figg
Richard K. and Rebecca T. 
  Finch
Allison and Jim Fleming
Jan Forney
Dennis and Glocile Francis
Laure Fredenburg

Richard E. and Rose 
  Gardner
Dr. Dan and Jolene Gasche
Cecil Goettsch
Joan and David Gooch
Betty J. Gottschalk
John R. and Janet L. 
  Graham
Doug Greene
Jon and Emily Greteman
Craig and Lavon Griffieon
Hannibal and Robbie 
  Haase
Pat G. Halbur and Therese  
  G. Halbur
Jed and Dena Harms
Joan J. Hart
Karen R. Hawkins
Heart of the Midlands 
  Combined Federal 
  Campaign
Harvey and Sharon 
  Helgeland
Margaret A. Hemphill
Paul J. Hermann
Dale and Norma Hilton
Tom and Donnelle Hoover
John and Linda Hopkins
Timothy and Rosemary 
  Hughes
Hunter Farms
G. David Hurd and Trudy 
  Holman Hurd
Colleen and Dr. John 
  Hurley
Iowa One Gift Campaign
Roger and Laura Jacobsen
Diane and Bruce Janvrin
Dee and Maynard Jayne
Jeanne Jennings
Sandra Jennings
Marjorie Jensen Family
Paul and Marion Johnson
Raynold and Kay Johnson
Marie and Bruce Johnson
Robert and Gayle Johnson
Daniel E. Jones
Don and Truly Judisch
Irene Knapp
Dr. and Mrs. Robert 
  Kollmorgen
Mike A. Koschmeder and 
  Cynthia A. Deluca
Jancy J. LaFollette
Jerry and Vicki Lage
Bill and Linda Latham
Lioness Club of Urbandale
Ray E. Lounsberry
Vickie Lovell and Amanda 
  Hickman
Earl and Susan Maahs
Denise and Eldon McAfee
Ron McBroom and Ginnie 
  Hargis
Rich and Bonnie 
  McCaughey
Robert E. and Sharon 
  Meisenheimer
Robert and JoAnn Meyer

Polly V. Moore
Tom and Vikki Morain
Nancy Morgan
Nate Morris
Sondra V. Mount
Pat and Larry Murphy
Owen J. and Doris Jean 
  Newlin
Barb and Andy Nish
James and Jeanne 
  O’Halloran
Deirdre O’Neill
Toni Parkins
Dr. Benjamin Paulson and 
  Christa Kirsch-Paulson
Michael D. and Betty J. 
  Perry
Richard Pershing
John Pesek
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Pink
David S. Ramsey
Harvey A. Rice and Wilma 
  R. Richards
Mary K. Riley
Leonard and Helen 
  Ringgenberg
Robert and Harriet 
  Ringgenberg
Timothy D. Robson
Janet and Mark Rosenbury
Connie and Dick Roth
Jackie Saunders
Carolyn and Greg Schaefer
Roger and Marge Schlaefer
Robert and Carissa 
  Schneider
Vern and Dorothy 
  Schneider
Jacquelyne and Rich 
  Seibert
Anne Slatterly
Heidi Smith
Brian and Gretta Standish
Dr. and Mrs. Lawrence 
  Staples, M.D.
Daniel and Beth Stence
Kevin and Shannon Stuart
Marlene and Doug Sullivan
Dwight H. Swanson
Clayton and Ruth Swenson
Melinda L. and Lee 
  Turnbull
Van Wall Equipment
Roberta Varisco
Bob and Molly Veenstra
Dr. and Mrs. Michael J. 
  Versackas, M.D.
Gene and Loa Dawn 
  Vincent
Knute Watne
Duane and Mary Rose 
  Weiland
Joe and Karen Weiman
Theresia and Jeff Welch
Harold J. and Marilyn M. 
  Wente
John H. Wetherell
Harley A. Whitfield Sr.
Mr. and Mrs. Ivan Wikner

Donald D. and Ramona 
  Wilson
Luci Wooters
Celia S. Wright
Dorothy E. Wright and 
  William K. Wright
Zora and Thomas 
  Zimmerman
and five anonymous 
  donors

Up to $99
Dr. M.E. Alberts
Paul and Sandra Anthofer
Ryan Arends
Ryan and Sarah Arends
Rowena Arnold
Thomas W. and Joan E. 
  Auterman
Jim and Connie Avis
Stephen and Marcia Baker
Cynthia Ball
Becky Ballantyne
Norman and Ruth Barker
David and Joy Barsetti
Sue and Tim Bata
Clint Bauer
Sandra and Michael Bauer
Allan and Evelyn Bentley
Gordon E. Bivens
Linda Blair
Deanne Brill
Patricia A. Broderick
Larry and Paula Bryant
Anita and Richard Calkins
Randy and Emma Jo 
  Carlson
Mr. and Mrs. Darrell 
  Carlson
Melinda A. Carriker
Adam and Jennifer Carroll
Tim and Darci Carver
Dianne and Norman 
  Chambers
Mr. and Mrs. William F. 
  Clark
William R. and Karen V. 
  Claypool
John and Donna Cleasby
Curtis Clemenson
Sydney J. Coder
Alice J. and Bob H. Cooper
Jay and Lacey Cornwell
Mark and Jeanette Courter
Frederick E. and Connie 
  Crawford
Gwen E. Dahlberg
Ron and Lynn Deiter
Marie Del Bianco
Marcus and Eleanor 
  Demsich
Jennie and Dennis Deerr
Mr. Joseph Eckhart
John Epperson and Mairi 
  Winslow
Darrell and Ladene 
  Eshelman
Scotney and Susan Fenton

Robert E. Findlay
Alex Fink
First Bank
Robert and Arlene Foster
Joyce Franklin
Denise Fredregill
Steve and Karen Freeborn
Brian Freeseman
Donald and Mary Lou 
  Friar
Diane Fulk
Sally Fuller
Lucy Futrell
Mr. Lamoyne Gaard
Marilyn Garvey
Gass Vaughn Family
Richard and Alene Gates
Mr. and Mrs. Don R. 
  Geerdes
Barb Geissinger
Drew and Dawn Gentsch
Mike and Ann Gersie
Margot Goode
Jan Hall
Terri A. Hansen
Randy and Karen Hanten
Rick and Rebecca Harmon
Barbara Hartz
David and Joan Hennessy
Maryann and Brian Huey
Marcia and Michael 
  Hunter
Leland L. Huss
Eldon and Jodie Huston
Larry and Karen Hutzell
Kristin and Paul Imboden
Maisie and Carl Janssen
Erin Johnson
Al and Dawn Kaduce
Owner of a Century Farm 
  in Shelby County, Iowa
K. Robert Kern
Craig and Karen Kinsey
Kenton M. Klein Sr.
Kraig and Diane 
  Klopfenstein
Vicki J. Kress
Beth and John Krogh
Lowell H. Lein
Charles J. and Elaine M. 
  Lenze
James and Kim Leonard
Ray and Marlene Loecke
Cindy and Dan 
  Longnecker
Sunny and Jerry Marker
Dawn Martin
Patrick and Darlene 
  Mashek
Evelyn K. Maxwell
W.N. Mayberry, W.W. 
  Mayberry Farm, Inc.
Jim and Sue Meimann
Linda and Loren Meyer
Bruce and Kimberly Miller
Ron and Pat Milota
Brian and Frances Morris
Ray and Vera Mur
Merrie J. Murray
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2013 Annual Donors
Philip Neil
Donald and Susan Neiman
Lynn E. and Mary M. 
  Nielsen
Ginger and Michael 
  O’Keefe
Lucy Olson
Wayne and Louise Opheim
Al and Mary Osborn
John and Pam Patton
Janis J. Petersen
Jean Pfantz
Joe and Marty Pierce
Henry and Donna Rayhons
Kenneth and Donna 
  Reams
Kay Rierson
Vera L. Robins
Mr. and Mrs. Rob 
  Rosenburg
Ann and Jim Sage
Lucy and Leon Sanderson
Sherri Saul
Frank W. Schaller
Evelyn M. Shafer
Richard and Eleanor 
  Shivers
Jan Sigler
Tim and Sherree Silvey
Craig Stark
Elizabeth L. Stephenson
Ken and Donna Stinson
Lola Sukow
Summers Family
Audrienne Swedlund
Mildred Thomas
Mike and Mary Timmons
Jamie Travis
Joanne and James Trees
Charles and Christy 
  Trullinger
Craig and Cindy Twedt
James Van Cleve
Mrs. Carol Vavra
Dennis and Sallie Vorrie
Richard and Lana Vroom
James L. Warner
William J. Welch
Thomas Wickersham
Vickie Williams and Lee 
  Abramsohn
Roger and Darlene Witke
Dan and Laura Wolfe
Dr. Kathy Wurster, D.C.
Jo Yeates
and nine anonymous 
  donors

Honors and 
Memories

In Memory of Norbert 
  Bauer
Clint Bauer

In Honor of Marjorie 
  Beneke Jensen Family
Marjorie Jensen Family

In Memory of Marjorie 
  Beneke
Patricia J. Beneke

In Memory of Erica 
  Berrier
Carol and Galin Berrier

In Memory of Ruth E. 
  Carlson
Wendell Carlson

In Honor of Our children, 
  Leigh, Garrett and 
  Wyatt, who love LHF 
  camp!
Scott and Kristin Carlson

In Memory of Dorotha 
  Copeland Clark, Waukee
Margot Goode

In Memory of Daniel 
  Cosgriff
Jim and Connie Avis
Catherine, Jim and Nora 
  Dietz-Kilen
First Bank
Craig and Karen Kinsey
James and Kim Leonard
Lola Sukow

In Memory of Fred and 
  Josephine Dluhos
Mrs. Carol Vavra

In Memory of Kae 
  Drumheller
Cynthia Ball
Sandra and Michael Bauer
Judy Burns
Marie Del Bianco
Vickie Lovell and Amanda 
  Hickman

In Memory of Bill 
  Fairbank
Frederick Eller
Rob Fairbank
Cecil Goettsch
Colleen and Dr. John 
  Hurley
Polly V. Moore
Dennis and Sallie Vorrie

In Memory of Keith 
  Fredenburg
Laure Fredenburg

In Memory of Hubert 
  Green
Summers Family

In Memory of William 
  A. Hart
Joan J. Hart

In Memory of Erwin and 
  Verla Haverkamp
Beth and John Krogh

In Memory of Erma 
  Hawkins, for her 101st 
  Birthday
Karen R. Hawkins

In Memory of Clark and 
  Janice Helland
Phyllis Helland and Ray 
  Morse

In Memory of John and 
  Hazel Hennessy
David and Joan Hennessy

In Memory of Susan 
  Herbrechtsmeier
Nancy and Paul 
  Herbrechtsmeier

In Memory of Mr. and 
  Mrs. Ivan L. Hinshaw
Joan J. Hart

In Honor of Craig Janssen 
  and Gale Janssen Huth
Maisie and Carl Janssen

In Memory of Brice 
  Charles Janvrin
Diane and Bruce Janvrin

In Memory of Dick and 
  Betty Johnson
Rich and Bonnie 
  McCaughey

In Memory of George W. 
  Killmer
Anonymous

In Memory of Vince King
Heidi Smith

In Honor of LHF 
  Volunteers, Past and 
  Present
Linda E. Knodle

In Memory of her 
  Norwegian ancestors 
  who settled in Iowa in 
  the early 1900s
Sharon Knudsen

In Memory of Donald E. 
  Lavender
Nancy Lavender- 
  Bobenhouse and Steve 
  Bobenhouse

In Memory of Antonia 
  G. Lee
Roswell and Elizabeth 
  Garst Foundation

In Memory of Dolly Lein
Lowell H. Lein

In Honor of Bob Meyer
Jackie Saunders

In Memory of Francis 
  (Frank) Martin Miley
Richard and Eleanor 
  Shivers

In Memory of Marge 
  Miller
Linda Blair

In Memory of Theodora 
  King Neil
Philip Neil

In Honor of Norman 
  Pollock
Stephen and Marcia Baker

In Honor of Mr. and Mrs. 
  Mark Rosenbury
Mr. and Mrs. Rob 
  Rosenburg

In Memory of Suzanne 
  Schlunz
Zora and Thomas 
  Zimmerman

In Memory of Matt 
  Schutterle
Adam and Jennifer Carroll

In Memory of Bessie B. 
  Van Cleve
James Van Cleve

In Memory of Ralph W. 
  Varisco
Roberta Varisco

In Memory of Glenn 
  Wachter
Theresia and Jeff Welch

In Memory of Nancy 
  Wente
Richard K. and Rebecca T. 
  Finch
Jan Milroy
Tom and Vikki Morain
Harold J. and Marilyn M. 
  Wente

In Memory of Scott 
  Wikner
Mr. and Mrs. Ivan Wikner

In Memory of Melvin 
  Zauche
Luci Wooters

In-Kind Donors

ABC Sign & Display
Ronald and Karen Aldrich
Allspice
Art 4U & Me / 
  benschuh.com
Atlantic Bottling Company
Back Pocket Brewing
The Bake Shoppe
Beer Crazy
The Beer Bread Company
Belgian Hill Farm, Ltd.
Blank Park Zoo
Broadbent Distillery
Cabot Creamery 
  Cooperative
Cache Bake Shoppe
Camelot Cleaners
Randy Carpenter
Casey’s
Cedar Ridge Distillery
Chocolaterie Stam
Citadel Broadcasting KJJY/ 
  Hawk
Confluence Brewing
David and Melinda  
  Connon
Covered Bridges Winery
Dale Valley Winery
Doll Distributing
Exile Brewing
Fitness Sports
Julie Francisco
Heart of America
Herbert Hoover 
  Presidential Library 
  Association
Hy-Vee
Kristin and Paul Imboden
Iowa Brewers Union
Iowa Egg Council
Iowa Orchard
Iowa Wild
Jasper Winery
Joe and Marian Keller
La Mie
La Quercia
Charles J. and Elaine M. 
  Lenze
Logan Contactors Supply
Madhouse Brewery
Millstream Brewing
Mississippi River Distilling 
  Company
Ray and Vera Mur
Nobbies
Olde Main Brewing 
  Company
Out of My Mind Designs
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2013 Annual Donors and Endowment

www.LivingHistoryFarms.org     17

Peace Tree Brewery
Penoach Vineyard and 
Nursery
Picket Fence Creamery
Kenzie and Mark Piper
Prairie Moon Winery
Raccoon River Brewing 
Company
Red China Bistro
Roberts Dairy
Rock Bottom Brewery
Schade Creek Winery 
South Union Bakery
Sweet Binney’s
Barb Syata
Taco John’s 
Trump’s Sugared Popcorn
Twisted Vine Brewery
Two Rivers Story Spinners
Urbandale Police 
Department
Vines to Wines, LLC
WHO-HD Channel 13
Whole Foods
The Why Company
Vickie Williams and Lee 
Abramsohn
Janet Witte
Woody’s Smoke Shack
Carla Zeller

Premier Partners

Living History Farms 
is fortunate to have 
four Premier Partners, 
each of whom provided 
extraordinary support for 
our museum during 2013. 
Please join us in saying a 
special thank you to:

Bravo Greater Des Moines
W.T. and Edna M. Dahl   
  Trust
John Deere
Living History Farms Cross  
  Country Race

Endowment
 
Most outdoor history 
museums in the U.S. 
were founded by wealthy 
individuals who provided 
endowment gifts that still 
fund significant portions of 
their operations today (e.g., 
the Henry Ford Museum, 
Rockefeller support for 
Colonial Williamsburg and 
Eli Lilly’s gift to Conner 
Prairie). In some cases, 
those endowment funds 
cover more than half of 
their annual operating 
budgets. 

This was not the case for 
Living History Farms.  
We have, however, through 
the generous support 
of a number of donors, 
been able to build an 
endowment fund that 
supports about 13 percent 
of our yearly expenses. 
We continue to grow 
our endowment through 
the generous support 
of donors such as the 
following. 

Italics indicate a deferred 
gift commitment.

more than $1 
million
Wayne Alwill Estate

$500,000 and above
W.T. and Edna M. Dahl  
  Trust

$150,000 and above
Alice Van Wert Murray
Mrs. Henry A. (Ilo)  
  Wallace

$100,000 and above
Winifred Murray Kelley

$30,000 and above
LeRoy Pratt Estate

$20,000 and above
Nancy M. Wente Estate

$15,000 and above
Dierdre O’Neill

$5,000 and above
Ruth Herriott Estate
Lisa and Timothy Mullan
and one anonymous donor

$3,000 and above
Joleen Fairbank

$1,500 and above
Patricia J. Beneke
Janet S. Beneke and Ralph 
  J. Butkowski

$1,000 and above
Don and Mary Jane  
  Carlson
Carlson Brothers Farm
Janet Kremers
DeLoris M. Lundvall
Mike and Nancy Zoellner

$750 and above
Arnold Carlson

$500 and above
Timothy and Rhonda 
  Arends
Richard C. Carlson
Wendell Carlson
Garwin and Marcia  
  Carlson
Molly K. and Thomas  
  Conway
Holly and James Dierks
John and Karen Fatino
Joann and James Johnston
Bob and Ann Kurtz
Chloris V. Robinson

$250 and above
Keith and Martha Carlson
Orville Carlson
Francis and Virginia  
  Carlson
Dale E. Carlson
Nyle and Jan Cottington
Gary and Phyllis  
  Cottington
Rob Fairbank
Robert and Peggy Harmon
Ruth and Robert Haus
Clyde E. Leonard
The Charles Silltrop Family
Kevin and Shannon Stuart
Audrienne Swedlund
Mark K. Swedlund
Virginia Wadsley
Brian and Linda Wilcox

$100 and above
Donna Ahrens
Richard and Joan  
  Anderson
Mark Arends
Susan and Chris Arends
Andrew and Christy  
  Arends
Russell and Julie Baxley
Cleone and H. Prince Beall
Ronald and Marilyn  
  Carlson
Randy and Emma Jo  
  Carlson
Kurtis and Denise Carlson
Chris Carlson
Maxine G. Carlson
Merrill and Carolyn  
  Cottington
Darla’s Piano Studio
Brian and Laura Davis
Charlene B. Fox
John and Janet Glessner
Marie and Bruce Johnson
The John Kurtz Family
Brenda and Michael  
  Marciniak
Doris and Joe Newell
Patricia Patten
Eric and Catherine  
  Peterson
David and De Loris  
  Samuelson

Laurie Sillstrop and John  
  Damien
Margaret Silltrop
Mary and John Szymoniak
Rick and Nanette  
  Tollakson

Up to $99
Jennifer and Thomas Allen
Pamela Barton
Carol Broback
Russell E. Carlson D.D.S.
Calvin Carlson
Austin Carlson
Roger L. Carlson
Chuck’s Restaurant, Inc.
Ramon and Doris Dick
Melanie and Thomas  
  Donahue
Thomas and Nancy Ernst
Mary and Robert Fanter
John and Shaun Fay
Maureen and Michael Fay
Jay and Ann Fogarty  
  Family
William and Carol Fogarty,  
  and Family
Karen R. Hawkins
Mary Jo Jablonski
Clive and Peggy Johnston
Steven and Sara Johnston
Mr. and Mrs. George A.  
  LaMair II
Margey and Jack Lipovac 
John and Larita Manship
John and Rhonda Marshall
Maribeth Martin
Michael and Kathy  
  McHenry
Bob and Debbie Morlan
Jean Mountain
Jennifer Nellans
James and Kelly Nelson
Alissa Rauser
Greg and Sheila Robinson
Audrienne Swedlund
Catherine Vickroy
Douglas A. Wells and  
  Sarah R. Wells
James and Susan Willett
Carla Wood
Kirby Wood
Shirley A. Yungclas

Italics indicate a deferred 
gift commitment to Living 
History Farms.

Honors and 
Memories

In Memory of Bill  
  Fairbank
Joleen Fairbank
Rob Fairbank
John and Karen Fatino
Robert and Peggy Harmon

Brenda and Michael  
  Marciniak
Eric and Catherine  
  Peterson

In Memory of Frances B.  
  Kurtz
Pamela Barton
Carol Broback
Russell E. Carlson D.D.S.
Chuck’s Restaurant, Inc.
Melanie and Thomas  
  Donahue
Thomas and Nancy Ernst
Mary and Robert Fanter
John and Shaun Fay
Maureen and Michael Fay
Jay and Ann Fogarty  
  Family
William and Carol Fogarty,  
  and Family
Mary Jo Jablonski
The John Kurtz Family
Mr. and Mrs. George A.  
  LaMair II
Margey and Jack Lipovac
John and Rhonda Marshall
Michael and Kathy  
  McHenry
Bob and Debbie Morlan
Jean Mountain
Jennifer Nellans
Greg and Sheila Robinson
The Charles Silltrop Family
Margaret Silltrop
Mary and John Szymoniak
Catherine Vickroy
Douglas A. Wells and  
  Sarah R. Wells
James and Susan Willett
Carla Wood
Kirby Wood
Mike and Nancy Zoellner

In Memory of Robert B.  
  Kurtz, Sr.
Molly K. and Thomas  
  Conway

In Memory of Erma  
  Hawkins
Karen R. Hawkins

In Honor of Alice  
  VanWert Murray
Patricia and Leslie Patten



Living History Farms
Vision Statement 

Living History Farms will be a premiere 
destination for people to experience rural        
traditions and create memories.

Mission Statement

Living History Farms is an interactive outdoor   
history museum which educates, entertains and 
connects people of all ages to Midwestern rural 
life experiences.

Statement of Purpose

The purpose of Living History Farms is to make 
the public aware of the significance of agriculture 
in the development of America.  Living History 
Farms will present the changes that have occurred 
in farming methods, concepts and technology and 
interpret the significance of those changes both in 
history and in modern life.  By showing authentic 
models of historical and modern farming, Living 
History Farms enables visitors to observe and 
participate in these processes and relate them to 
their lives.

Structure

Living History Farms is a non-profit, 501(c)(3) 
historical, educational museum.  LHF is a private 
non-profit.  LHF is governed by a volunteer Board 
of Directors.

Location

Living History Farms is located at 11121 Hickman 
Road, exit #125 from the combined Interstates 
35/80, in Urbandale, Iowa.  

Fun Fact

Since 1970, Living History Farms has enjoyed 
sharing its mission with more than 5 million 
visitors.

Quick StatsQuick StatsQuick Stats

1970 Summer Opened

500+ Acres Land Size

3 Working Farms 1700, 
1850, 
1900

40 Historic and  
Modern Buildings

6.5 Miles Roads

18,000 Artifacts

36 FTE Professional Staff

1100+ Volunteers 2013

2300+ Members 2013

95,000+ Visitors 2013

27 Countries Visitors

50 States Visitors

25,600+      
students

Students Served Annual

560+ Donors 2013

$2.2 Million Operating       
Expense Budget

2013

$737,500 Fundraising Need 2013

37% Operating Budget 
from Fundraising

2013

lo

Living History Farms is featured in the NY Times Bestseller, 1000 
Places To See Before You Die in the US and Canada, available in 
the Marketplace Museum Store.


