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MESSAGE
FROM THE 
PRESIDENT

Dear Friends,

As we reflect upon the unprecedented year we have 

experienced together, Living History Farms is filled with 

gratitude. This year presented many challenges, but it 

was also filled with many blessings. 

After many years of planning and focus on improving 

the visitor experience, Living History Farms was awarded 

museum accreditation from the American Alliance of 

Museums. This puts us in elite company with only  

3 percent of all museums in the country meeting the 

commitment to standards and best practices in our field. 

The timing of this award came as we celebrated our 

50th anniversary as a living history museum.  

Indeed, we are living history each and every day as  

we confront the realities of the world-wide COVID  

pandemic. Unlike many other arts and culture  

non-profit organizations around the nation, we were 

able to re-open our doors after a two-month closure by 

the state government. Other museums have not been 

as fortunate. In fact, a survey by the American Alliance 

of Museum indicates that the pandemic may claim the 

closure of nearly a third of all museums in the nation. 

When I think about how integral Living History Farms 

has been in educating hundreds of thousands of  

students in our 50-year history, it is virtually impossible 

to imagine our community without Living History Farms. 

While we long for the days of our “old normal”  

we are working diligently to continue to provide  

opportunities for learning both virtually and  

in-person. This summer, we successfully hosted 

more than 650 kids for in-person summer camp 

without incident, thanks to all of the new safety 

measures and cleaning protocols we put into place.

We even hosted guests from 40 states around the 

country who came to tour. As the world health 

crisis emerged, we immediately began cost-savings 

measures and secured a PPP loan to allow the staff 

to provide the best visitor experience possible.  

Yes, we have met many challenges this year  

head-on, thanks to your generosity.

Because of you, we are not done yet! We are  

grateful that we have been able to serve our  

community for the past 50 years and we look  

forward to doing so for the next 50 years and  

beyond, even as we explore new and alternative 

ways to fulfill our mission.

It is a privilege for Living History Farms to  

continue to serve our mission to educate and  

entertain people of all ages about our shared  

agricultural heritage. Thank you for giving us the 

latitude to pilot new programs, develop virtual 

educational content, and provide in-person  

programming in appropriate, safe and socially  

distanced ways. I hope you will join us this winter 

for an upcoming event, Historic Dinner, or historic 

skills class and come back to tour in May 2021.  

We always look forward to having you here!

Sincerely,

 

Ruth Haus, President
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featured in an exhibit over the summer: 

Iowa ReImagined

on display: Living History Farms’ 
50th Anniversary Exhibit
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The education department was able to deliver exceptional programming to the 

community in new and different ways that both served the mission of the  

museum while also addressing the changes brought about by the COVID-19  

pandemic.  

Museum staff collaborated to develop a virtual outreach program, focused on 

the culture of the 1700 era Ioway tribe for 2nd-5th grade students to access 

remotely. Thanks to a grant from Connecting Kids and Culture, Living History 

Farms was able to provide this virtual content to K-12 schools in 27 districts, 

free of charge. A second virtual program, which will educate students on the 

agricultural heritage and realities of life for Iowa farmers in the 1850s will be 

launched in the first quarter of 2021.

Summer Day Camp ran successfully for 11 weeks of in-person experiences,  

following the guidance and recommendations from the American Camp  

Association, and other local, state, and federal organizations. We were able to 

provide in-person programming for the Montessori Children’s House in Clive, 

Iowa for 12 weeks, introducing preschool-aged children to farmers and  

farming. We also expanded our popular Barnyard Readers Preschool Program, 

with new topics such as ice cream and pollinators, and taught over forty  

Historic Skills Classes for adults and families in the fall, all in-person.

Living History Farms was awarded the Friend of Iowa Social Studies Award by  

the Iowa Council for the Social Studies during the Farmstasia event on  

October 2, 2020.

FEEDBACK FROM SOME OF THE YEAR’S EDUCATION PROGRAMS:

“I wanted to take an opportunity to publicly thank Living History Farms for diligent work to make summer camps safe and 

fun for children.  Each year, my children look forward to exploring nature, learning about the past, and making new friends 

at Living History Farms’ camp.”

Amber G., Letter to the editor, Des Moines Register

“The hearth cooking class was really unique and I loved getting to learn a new skill that I would not be able to learn  

anywhere else. The instructor was wonderful and very knowledgeable, enthusiastic, and encouraging.”

Kathleen B., Participant in Historic Skills Class

EDUCATION

Photos top to bottom: 1) Virtual Outreach Program about the culture of the 1700-era 
Ioway Tribe; 2) Participants enjoy an evening historic skills class; 3) Living History Farms 
receives the Friend of Social Studies Award
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Living History Farms interpretation programs had a slightly different  

appearance, both physically and programmatically in 2020. In January, the 

town of Walnut Hill made the move from representing 1875 to the year 

1876. For Walnut Hill, this is a new opportunity to tell the story of the  

nation’s centennial year, with all of the new inventions and new ideas which 

debuted that year.  

The 2020 season theme was a celebration of the “Faces of Farming.”  

Events and demonstrations emphasized the role of average people in making  

history. At the pioneer wedding in June, interpreters talked about the  

impact of 19th century immigration trends on farming families by packing 

our newly restored prairie schooner wagon for a trip west. Independence 

Day celebrations in Walnut Hill in July focused on the excitement of the 

1876 Centennial. Ioway Culture Day featured expert flint-knapper,  

Pat Hashman. With a nod to the 2020 election cycle, we also celebrated the 

impact everyday Iowans had on the political process with our own Election 

Day. Walnut Hill held a recreated election for town mayor, featuring debates 

from two interpreters representing candidates from the 1870s era.  

In recognition of the 100th anniversary of passage of the 19th Amendment 

granting women suffrage, interpreters made a point to bring the positions 

of 19th century women to the front of the town election process. 

Physically, many of our historic structures received new paint and restoration 

work through the season. New paint appeared on the Tangen House, Flynn 

Barn, and Advocate Print Shop. The new color scheme on the Tangen House 

reflects research into the carpenter gothic architecture style and historic 

colors.

Guests to our Historic Dinners programs enjoyed meals representative of 

family celebrations, at the 1876 Tangen House and 1900 Farmhouse, and a 

more elaborate 9-course special occasion meal at the Flynn Mansion. Our 

2020 program season also included increased emphasis on protecting our 

guests, staff, and historic spaces. 

Living History Farms also said good-bye to one of our treasured staff  

members. Long time Millinery and Period Clothing Supervisor Laura Poresky 

passed away in September. Laura dedicated years of talent to creating the 

the clothing worn by LHF historical interpreters and researched and curated 

several exhibitions of historic quilts and textiles from Living History Farms 

collections. She will be deeply missed.

INTERPRETATION

Photos top to bottom: 1) Masked historic interpreters pose for a photo in the 
1876 Town of Walnut Hill; 2) Prairie Schooner featured at Pioneer Wedding; 
3) Tangen Home was repainted with historic colors; 4) Longtime Millinery and  
Period Clothing Supervisor, Laura Poresky
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COLLECTIONS & EXHIBITS
The 2020 exhibits calendar began in February with Keeping Warm in the 

Midwest, an exhibit featuring a variety of quilts and other cold-weather 

artifacts from the historic collection. The exhibit also featured  

demonstrations of a variety of textile arts including hand-quilting  

techniques. 

Later, in July, the exhibition ReImagining Iowa: Five Ioway Artists 

opened in the Visitor Center Gallery in conjunction with Ioway Culture 

Day. Featuring eight works by five members of the Ioway tribe, the  

exhibition remained on display until October.

In June, we celebrated the restoration of the Red Barn Gallery, with a 

ribbon cutting ceremony by the Urbandale Chamber of Commerce.  

The main level is now a secure, climate-controlled exhibition space.  

The gallery’s debut exhibition celebrated the Farms’ first fifty years and  

featured memories of former staff, volunteers, and guests. The Gallery  

is a new stop for visitors in Walnut Hill and is the new home for our  

exhibits program. The building’s second floor is now a secure,  

climate-controlled collections storage facility containing over 500  

museum artifacts. 

Speaking of artifacts, two important items received some extra attention 

this year. Our 1976 Prairie Schooner, which was part of the nation-wide 

Bicentennial Wagon Train Pilgrimage to Pennsylvania in 1976, was  

beautifully restored and was on display for our Pioneer Wedding and 4th 

of July events. And the portrait of Martin Flynn, which hangs above the 

mantle in the Flynn Mansion parlor, underwent conservation work at the 

Gerald Ford Conservation Center. The painting was carefully cleaned and 

has also been reframed.

Living History Farms participated in the Foundation for Advancement in 

Conservation’s Conservation Assessment Program (CAP). The program  

included a two-day site visit from a collections conservator and an 

historic preservation architect. The assessors spent time examining our 

historic buildings, historic collection, and storage facilities. Their report 

and professional recommendations will be instrumental as we develop 

our next strategic plan for 2022-2024.

Photos top to bottom: 1) Keeping Warm in the Midwest exhibit;  
2) Square the Circle the Square by Reuben IronHorse Kent in ReImagining 
Iowa: Five Ioway Artists exhibit; 3) Prairie Schooner; 4) Ribbon Cutting for 
Opening of Red Barn Gallery
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COMMUNITY EVENTS
More than 83,000 people took part in community events hosted at Living 

History Farms during 2020.

In February, Living History Farms debuted Caucus for Cookies, a new event 

created to educate children about the caucus process while enjoying sweet 

treats. The Visitor Center also served as an official caucus location for  

precinct Urbandale-11.

Special events were paused in late March, following CDC and government  

restrictions in response to the pandemic. Upon reopening the museum in 

June, visitors enjoyed several unique events over the summer including our 

historic Independence Day celebration, Pioneer Wedding, Historic Baseball 

games, Ioway Culture Day, Applefest, and more. In October, we welcomed 

trick-or-treaters for six nights of safe, socially distanced activities during 

Family Halloween. 

In addition to Living History Farms’ events, several families, businesses  

and community members held events on the property throughout the year. 

Since July, Health Gauge has been using Living History Farms’ convenient and 

well-known location to set up their COVID-19 testing operations.

Living History Farms hosted 6 weddings and 3 receptions/celebrations, while 

following proclamations from the state government. 

In August, Heritage Action for America hosted a town hall featuring  

Vice President Mike Pence, Dr. Deborah Birx, Governor Kim Reynolds, and 

other local political and law enforcement officials. 

For the fourth year in a row, the Unique Mustangs Car Club brought their 

annual car show to the front lawn in the summer. 

And finally, at the end of the year, we hosted Santa’s Rock ‘N’ Lights  

by All Community Events on the east side of the Living History Farms  

property, from November 27-January 3; a safe, drive-through holiday light 

display coordinated with music. 

Photos top to bottom: 1) Historic Baseball Game; 2) Family Halloween;  
3) Apple Egg Rolls at Applefest; 4) Santa’s Rock ‘N’ Lights
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3%

6%

STAFF

staff time breakdown 
by department

% OF TOTAL

Administration
Barbara Hanson
Ruth Haus

Collections, Archives,  
& Exhibits
Lindsey Smith
Luis Vasquez

Community Relations
Bill Allen
Staci Bennett
Sherridee Clark
Bethany Connon
Brittany Glass
Gary Link
Jeff Ohrtman
Rebecca Stoeker
Ned Wilson

Development
Jim Dietz-Kilen
Stacie Stearns

Education & Day Camp
Maria Cecelia Bartemas
Jacob Bennett
Halley Brocker
Madelyn Hansen
Abby Hoffman Carlson
Andrew Jauron
Dan Jones
Christa Kirsch Paulson
Rebecca McDowell
Molly Moore
Maya Olson
Kaitlyn Patterson
Marissa Shetler
Lydia Sinclair
Kennedi Wright

Facilities & Security
Ted Bathey
Dean Boots
Cody McCormick
Sandy Stundins

Interpretation
Kayla Adams
Nicole Baker
Elise Brandt
Madelyn Bryan
Melinda Carriker
David Connon
Janet Dennis
Travis Finch
Judy Goodman
Bryson Graham
David Hauge
Tom Hoover
Hanna Howard
Amy Jones
Meta Miller
Margaret Nervig
Laura Poresky
Kirk Reisetter
Katherine Rinken
Rebecca Sanders
Kendall Stroeh
Christina Thompson

Molly Jo Thorsen
Tiffany Waggoner
Kerstin Wallace
Kevin Wiggins
Ben Wise
Mike Witmer

Marketing & 
Communications
Amy Day
Kate Meyer

Volunteer Services
Jan Milroy
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Congratulations to Dean Boots and Jan Milroy on 

their retirements in 2020! 

From the building of the Drug Store and Gazebo to 

the final restoration of Flynn Mansion, Dean enjoyed 

working on many projects to keep history alive 

during his 27 years at LHF. Jan is leaving a legacy of 

fostering invaluable relationships with volunteers 

and connecting volunteers’ skill sets with the needs 

of the organization, leading to tens of thousands of 

volunteer opportunities during her 31 year tenure. 

We thank them both for their decades of service to 

Living History Farms!
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We thank all the corporate and service groups that assisted us with 

a variety of projects. In October, a group of 15 students from Iowa 

State University’s “Pay It Forward” organization came out to help 

paint one of our buildings and assist with set-up for our Halloween 

event. Afterwards their representative wrote, “We were happy to 

come volunteer and we had a lot of fun! Our participants definitely 

enjoyed the painting and setting up Halloween decorations. We  

appreciated having activities where we can talk and get to know 

one another so this was a great opportunity. We look forward to 

the next chance we will have to volunteer at Living History Farms.” 

Our volunteers expressed their thoughts on hearing Living 

History Farms had received AAM accreditation:

• “What wonderful news. Many thanks to the staff who 

have worked so diligently to meet accreditation  

standards.”

• “This is fabulous! Many people have worked numerous 

years to maintain a top-notch museum. While we always 

knew it was outstanding, it’s a true pat on the back to 

receive this honor.”

• “Congratulations to LHF! I am proud to be a small part 

of this organization.”

lhf foundation board

board commit tees

Dave Austin – Chairman, Corteva Agriscience

Riann van Dyk – Vice Chairman, Alura Animal  

Health and Nutrition

Randi Marsh – Secretary, retired from  

Principal Financial Group

Tony Aldridge – Treasurer, FBL Financial

Rachel Geilenfeld, Sukup Manufacturing Co.

Gina Graham, Principal Financial Group

Brian Hannah, Wells Fargo

Erin Herbold-Swalwell, Brick Gentry Law Firm

Laura Ingram, Belin McCormick Attorneys at Law

Chris Nelson, Homes Murph & Associates

Steve Owenson, John Deere Financial

Dr. Stephen Smith, retired – DuPont Pioneer/ 

Iowa State University – Adjunct Professor

Ruth Haus – Ex Officio

Audit SubCommittee

Executive Committee

Finance Committee

Nominating/Governance Committee

Strategic Planning Committee

VOLUNTEERS

HIGHLIGHT FROM 2020:

Every year we highlight core  

volunteers that have been with us for 5, 10,  

and more years. This year for the first time  

we honored a volunteer who has been with  

us 40 years! Bev Firkins has been a historic 

interpreter in our Schoolhouse and has  

assisted with a variety of special events over  

the years. What an asset to our museum. Thank you, Bev!

8,223 hours 
contributed

593 positions 
filled

364  
volunteers
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Thanks to incredible supporters like YOU, we surpassed our ambitious goal for annual operating support, a goal that was 

set well before we had ever heard of COVID-19! This was largely the result of increased government support resulting 

from the CARES Act, passed in March, and the wonderful generosity of the many individuals listed below.

During 2020, government support accounted for 35 percent of our contributed revenue, compared to 16 percent in 2019.  

The Iowa Department of Cultural Affairs, through two of its divisions (the Iowa Arts Council and the State Historical 

Society of Iowa), administered critical pandemic relief funding for us and many other Iowa organizations. We also were 

fortunate to receive new grants administered by Bravo Greater Des Moines/Community Foundation of Greater Des Moines 

and Silos & Smokestacks National Heritage Area. We are very grateful for the important work of each of these  

organizations in keeping Iowa’s arts, culture, and heritage sector alive and vibrant.

At the same time, individual support grew from 76 percent in 2019 to 85 percent in 2020. This was fueled by increased 

gifts from nearly one-fourth of our individual donors, an amazing show of support! Look for the names in bold in the 

annual support list that follows to see those who either increased their support for the museum during 2020 or were new 

donors. We are also very grateful that 55 percent of our 2019 donors chose to renew their support (12 percentage points 

better than the national average for donor retention*).

Thank you to every one the of the following individuals, companies, foundations, and organizations for keeping history 

alive at our museum throughout 2020!

* From latest Fundraising Effectiveness Report

2020 ANNUAL SUPPORT

550

100%

85%

78BOARD

DONOR 
HOUSEHOLDS

OF DONORS ARE

COMPANIES 
& FOUNDATIONS

DONORS

INDIVIDUALS

SUPPORTING OUR MISSION
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2020 PREMIER PARTNERS

BRAVO Greater Des Moines
Iowa Department of Cultural 
  Affairs: Iowa Arts Council;  
  Produce Iowa; State Historical  
  Society of Iowa
John Deere

$25,000 AND ABOVE

Corteva Agriscience
Fred Maytag Family Foundation
Bruce and Susy Kelley
Principal Financial Group  
  Foundation, Inc.

$15,000 AND ABOVE

David and Susan Grant
Libby Nelson
WHO-HD Channel 13

$10,000 AND ABOVE

Atlantic Coca-Cola Bottling  
  Company
Bravo Greater Des Moines’  
  Connecting Kids & Culture  
  Program, a collaboration with  
  the Community Foundation of  
  Greater Des Moines, powered by  
  the Principal Charity Classic
Cole-Belin Education Foundation
The GROWMARK Foundation
Rick and Mary Harper
Kemin Industries Inc
Stephen Smith

$7,500 AND ABOVE

Farm Bureau Financial Services

$5,000 AND ABOVE

Mary and Dale Andringa
Gabus Automotive Group
Hy-Vee, Inc.
Institute of Museum and Library 
  Services & the Foundation for  
  Advancement in Conservation
Lauridsen Family Endowment
Renewal by Andersen
Silos & Smokestacks National  
  Heritage Area
VOYA Financial

$3,500 AND ABOVE

David and Melinda Austin
Belin McCormick P.C.
Lisa and Tim Mullan

$3,000 AND ABOVE

Anthony and Angela Aldridge
Bankers Trust Company
Bayer Crop Science
Linda L. Blair
Catherine and Jim Dietz-Kilen
Hy-Line International
Kelsey and Sean Knowles
Melissa and Sean Pelletier
William and Deborah Stearns

$2,500 AND ABOVE

Diamond Vogel Paints
Holly Dierks
Dan and Ree Greteman
Barb and Dan Hoy
Iowa Farm Bureau Federation
Christopher E. Nelson, Ph.D. and 
Linda P. Nelson
Steve and Kayla Owenson
Scheels

$2,000 AND ABOVE

The Coons Foundation
David and Margaret Drury
Bob and Lesley Hanson
Hunter Greene Ag., Inc.
ILC Resources
Randi Marsh
Dale and Kelly Morrow
Primrose School of Urbandale
Jean M. Sutherland

$1,500 AND ABOVE

Gartner Family Foundation
Brian and Valerie Hannah
Laura Ingram
Logan Contractors Supply, Inc.

$1,000 AND ABOVE

Jennifer and Ryan Albers
American Equity Investment Life 
Insurance Company
Steve and Jen Arkwright

Ambassador Terry E. Branstad and 
  Christine A. Branstad
Bridgestone Americas Tire Inc., 
   Agricultural Division
Mr. Donald and Kathryn Brush
Richard C. Carlson
Karen Casten
Willard and Coryene Classen
Easter Family Fund
Family Eye Health Care Center
Dr. and Mrs. John Grzybowski
Mr. John and Barbara Hagie
Erin Herbold-Swalwell and  
  Ryan Swalwell
Invisible Fence of Central Iowa
Iowa Veterinary Medical  
  Association
John K. & Luise V. Hanson  
  Foundation
Lennox Manufacturing Inc.
Ronald F. McClelland
Meredith Corporation Foundation
Jan Milroy
Chris and Liz Nelson
Carol and Ken Popken
Mr. Charles and Kathy Safris
Mr. Barry and Becka Schaffter
Anne Slatterly
Joan B. Stanley
Beth A. Stearns
Stacie Stearns
Mr. and Mrs. Jay Van Wert
And two anonymous donors

$750 AND ABOVE

G. Galin and Carol Berrier
Denise and Dave Bubeck
Lori and Paul Carter
Flo and David Dietz
Ruth and Robert Haus
Nancy and Paul Herbrechtsmeier
David Houborg
Mark and Janet Rosenbury
Wellmark Blue Cross and Blue Shield 
  of Iowa

$500 AND ABOVE

John and Susan Aschenbrenner
Richard Bartosh
Beasley Family Foundation, Inc.
Staci Harper Bennett



11Living History Farms / Annual Report

Mr. James M. Bock and  
  Mrs. Barbara K. Bock
Karen and Peter Coaldrake
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Cownie
Ray Dennis and Kathryn Mikesh 
  Houser
Mr. and Mrs. James D. Elmer
Gina and Allan Graham
Ginnie Hargis and Ron McBroom
Phyllis Helland & Raymond Morse
Hermanson Family Charitable  
  Foundation
Curtis and Nancy Hoegh
Mary Jack
Klipfel Charitable Fund
Steven Kurtz and Valerie Jones
Edward M. Mansfield and  
  Elizabeth Hall-Mansfield
Denise and Eldon McAfee
Dr. David G. Murray and  
  Mrs. Judith M. Sayles
Steve and Renee Schaaf
Gayle and Lois Strickler
Stroh Corporation
Jan Stump
Riaan and Maria Van Dyk
Veridian Credit Union Fund
Secretary Tom Vilsack and  
  Mrs. Christy Vilsack
Beth Wilson

$250 AND ABOVE

Brian and Jan Anderson
Bark Avenue West
Mary Bendixen
Bill Bohan
Deanne Brill
Tim and Darci Carver
Casey’s General Stores
Ryan Clutter and Vicki Sehgal
Cur Mar Farms, Inc.
Janet and Mike Dennis
Fred and Mary Eby
James Eckert
Amy and Mike Eilers
Robert and Megan Endriss
Exelon Foundation
Christi and Kevin Garrett
Rachel Geilenfeld
Denise Gibson

Mr. Cecil Goettsch and Jackie  
  Saunders
Barbara Hanson
Karen R. Hawkins
Carol Hendrick
Tom and Donnelle Hoover
Linda Knodle
Jerry and Vicki Lage
Kate, Mike and Nora Levasseur
Mark and Jeanne Lyle
Eugene and Naomi Maahs
Brian Mamola
Amelia Mapes
William and Dorothy McGinnis
Mr. Robert and Sharon  
  Meisenheimer
Robert C. Morlan
John S and Judy Murray
Ellen and Chris Myers
Barry and Deann Nelson
Bruce Orman
Jean Pfantz
Barbara Raife
Virginia and Charles Rassieur
Rex and Sheryl Rinker
Mary Scarpino
John Schmidt and Deb Wiley
Smash Park
Jacque and Dan Smith
Maryanne and Robert Sobiech
Marlene and Doug Sullivan
Cliff and Meridee Swart
Ed and Nancy Truslow
Dr. Michael and Diane Versackas
Scott Vicker
Cecilia A. Walsh
Christopher and Rebecca Widmer
Robert Yeates
Zora and Thomas Zimmerman

$100 AND ABOVE

Abraham Lincoln Presidential  
  Library Foundation
Gary and Mary Alice Amerman
Thomas and Joan Auterman
Catherine Bailey
Darren and Jennifer Barker
Russ Warye, Patti Barnes,  
  Kathy Warye
Edwin W. Bartine II

Mark and Dee Batchelder
Barbara Beatty
Dawn Blum
Bruce and Elinor Brownlee
Steve and Melissa Brush
Brian and Michelle Buethe
Larry and Tracy Burgess
Steven and Barbara Cappaert
Mr. Randy and Emma Jo Carlson
The Carney Family
Mr. Lyle and Glenda Carpenter
Peggy and Bob Casper
Jaynee and Edgar Christian
Mark Clark and Katie Roth
Steve Clarke
William R. and Karen V. Claypool
John Cleasby
Kim and Pat Coates
Sydney J. Coder
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph M. Comito
Lisa Coulson
Gary Cox
Frederick E. and Connie Crawford
Jason and Laura Crowley
Susan and Phil Crum
Daisy & Button Quester  
  Chapter #637
Amy and Steve Dannenfeldt
Ann Davidson
Gary and Carol Dicks
Amanda Dolan
Kelli Eddy
Jerry D. Eisenhour
Frederick Eller
Mr. James and Carolyn Evans
Mr. James and Allison Fleming
Susan Frambach
Dennis and Glocile Francis
Gregary and Georgann Franck
Richard and Alene Gates
E.J. Giovannetti
Linda A. Gorman
Janet and John Graham
Doug and Ondrea Greene
GreenState Credit Union
Chuck Greteman
Connie and Mitchell Gronemeyer
Richard G. Gubbels
Pat G. Halbur and Therese G. Halbur
Jed and Dena Harms
Diane and Robert Hayes
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Ken and Maria Hazen
Myron and Marilyn Heitman
Steven E. Held and Susan L. 
  Breen-Held
Mr. Harvey and Sharon Helgeland
Stephanie Hellickson
Mr. Gary and Kelly Hendrick
Hal Higgs
John D. Hooker
Jaqueline and Zach Hopkins
Robert and Kathy Houge
Howell’s Greenhouse &  
  Pumpkin Patch
Rachelle Hrubetz
Marcia and Michael Hunter
Iowa One Gift Campaign
Drs. Diane and Bruce Janvrin
Jeanne Jennings
Roger P. Jensen
John Deere
Jeffrey and Danielle Johnson
Paul E. Johnson
Ron and Paula Johnson
Daniel E. Jones
Richard and Patricia Kallemeier
Barnes and AJ Kelley
Tracey Klisares
Sharon Knudsen
Marilyn R and Robert Kollmorgen
Vicki J. Kress
Dan and Melissa Krumm
Kris and Roxanne Kucharski
Linda K. Latham
Terrance and Joyce Lil l is
Gary and Deanna Ludwin and 
  Debra Kern
Jean Lynch
Earl and Susan Maahs
David and Melody MacAllister
Dexter and Linda MacBride
Darlene D. Mashek
Sondra McAllister
Richard and Bonnie McCaughey
Linda McClure
Matthew McNamara
Jim and Sue Meimann
Larry Miller
Polly V. Moore
Dr. Tom and Vikki Morain
Mrs. Nancy and Fred Morgan
Brian and Frances Morris

Ray and Vera Mur
Nationwide
Owen J. and Doris Jean Newlin
Jaime L. Nicolet
Northland Neighborhood’s, Inc.
Mary Obermiller
James and Jeanne O’Halloran
Ginger and Mike O’Keefe
Deirdre O’Neill
Kendall Osier
Kathryn Osmann
Brent Parker and Suzanne  
  Secor Parker
Toni Parkins
Pearl Companies
Jo Ann Pearson Ahrendsen
Janis J. Petersen
Olaf and Teresa Peterson
Martha and Joe Pierce
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Pink
Kenneth and Donna Reams
Kevin Riesberg and Samantha  
  Thorpe
Robert and Harriet Ringgenberg
Timothy D. Robson
Janece Rohwer
Ken Root
Bobby and Judy Russell
Ann Sage
Roger and Marjorie Schlaefer
Mr. Robert and Carissa Schneider
Vern and Dorothy Schneider
Curt and Linda Schroeder
Science Center of Iowa
Linda Sellers
John and Nancy Skoumal
Gentry and Adam Smith
Samantha Smithson
Rachael Sprecker
Storey Kenworthy Company
Frank and Susan Stork
Melissa Summers
Rod and Eileen Swoboda
Templeton Rye
Connie Thienes
Paul Thilges
Terry and Jennifer Thorington
James Van Cleve
Mr. and Mrs. David Van Wert
Bob and Molly Veenstra
Gene E. and Loa Dawn Vincent

Mr. Richard and Lana Vroom
Kevin Wiggins
Robert D. and Jean M. Williams
Mr. Donald and Ramona Wilson
Beth C. Wilson
Winestyles
Sam and Carol Wise
Jennifer Witt
Marc Wold and Madeline Shea
William K. Wright
Lola and Tom Zimmerman
And five anonymous donors

UNDER $100

Mary Lou Aspengren
Ryan and Kathleen Babbitt
Deborah Baker
Nicole Baker
Norman and Ruth Barker
Barn Town Brewing
Clint Bauer
Beaverdale Books
Laura Beebe
Gordon E. Bivens
Molly and Jesup Jay Bonnstetter
Carol Bowers
Max Bridgewater
Mrs. Paula and Larry Bryant
Wanda Buehler
George Burnet
Anita and Richard Calkins
Mr. Garwin and Marcia Carlson
Sarah Carlson
Melinda Carriker
Adam and Jennifer Carroll
Dr. Michaeline Chance-Reay, Ph.D.
Henry and Mary Clark
Coffee Cats
Marcia L. Cohan
Cheryl Collins
Jeff Couch
Sandra Cozad
Kay Crist
Carol and Bill Culmer
Renee and Michael Davenport
Jan and T. Polk Davison
Prof. Ronald and Lynn Deiter
Kathy Denny
Beth Dutton
Neil and Jane Ann Easterbrook
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John Epperson and Mari Winslow
Executive Laser Wash
Maureen and Michael Fay
Scotney and Susan Fenton
Jared Feuerhelm and Johanna  
  Russell
Bev and Dick Firkins
David and Kathryn Fiser
Kathy Fishnick
Deborah Flaherty
Robert and Arlene Foster
Denise Franck
Laure Fredenburg
Mr. Lamoyne Gaard
John and Judy Gardner
Michael and Ann Gersie
Laura and Maxx Godsey
Margot Goode
Gina Greenen
Kelly and David Grimm
Jan Hall
Terri Hansen
Hansen’s Dairy
Marilyn Hanson
Julie Hanson
Michael and Christy Harger
Ryan Hartley
Hawkeye Buffalo and Cattle 
Ranch
Sue Henderson
David and Joan Hennessy
Ben Hicks and Lee Tjelmeland
High Life/El Bait Shop
Glenda Hooker
David and Stephanie Horak
Marilyn E. Howe
Ruth Hoy
Scott Huf
Larry and Karen Hutzell
IBM Corporation
Kay and John Jensen
Rick and Marilyn Johnson
Linda Johnson
Kay Johnson
Mr. Clive and Peggy Johnston
Jenny L. Joynt
Donald and Truly Judisch
Karen Junko
Norma Kachelhoffer
The Kaleidoscope Factory
Elsiebel Kasch-Noe

Marta Keiran
Cathy Kern
Ray King
Brenda and Chris Kliethermes
Kraig and Diane Klopfenstein
Keith and Rebecca Kmett
Kathy and Duane Koch
John Konior
La Mie Bakery
Sally Lambert
Jackie and Russ Leckband
Lowell H. Lein
Ray and Marlene Loecke
Daniel and Cynthia Longnecker
Mr. Thomas Manning
Mr. Dennis Mar
Sunny and Jerry Marker
Carol Marner
Rebecca McDowell
J.L. Mercer-Klimowski and  
  Kevin Klimowski
Alice Meyer
Robert and JoAnn Meyer
Linda and Loren Meyer
Bruce A. Miller
Mister Car Wash
Kathleen Murrin
Nothing Bundt Cake
Caren Oberg
Amanda O’Brien
Lucy and John Olson
Oriental Trading Company
Al and Mary Osborn
Frank and Frances Patterson
Britta Petersen
Ashley and Jeffrey Pettit
Nancy Philben
Julie Plylar
Jean E. Poock
Janice and Leland Reitz
Dee Reynolds
Dana Richardson and Tina Eick
Kay Rierson
Leonard and Helen Ringgenberg
Elizabeth and Charles Ripley
RoCA
Randy and Kathy Ross
Justin and Angela Rossitto
Hal and Donna Rusk
Lucille and Leon Sanderson
Elizabeth Schacht

Janet and Philip Schneider
Seven Oaks
Ken and Sue Smith
Bill and Joelle Snyder
Andrea Solomon
Elizabeth L. Stephenson
Esther Streed-Johnson and  
  Angela Fields
Joan Strickler
Susan Swacker
Karen and Larry Taylor
Christy Tharp
Ruth Thornburg
Don and Jean Tool
Joanne and James Trees
Christy J. Trullinger
Darlene R. Tursi
Uptown Garage
Leanne and Scott Valentine
Ashley Voboril
Nancy Vogel
Arleene H. Wajda
Knute Watne
Harold J. and Marilyn M. Wente
Joyce and Matt Whipps
Susan Wickham
Mr. Ivan and Genevieve Wikner
Delia and Dee Winter
Roger and Darlene Witke
Chelsea Wright
Your Private Bartender
Shane and Keri Zimmerman

And eleven anonymous donors

HONORS AND MEMORIALS

In Memory of Norbert Bauer
Clint Bauer

In Memory of Brent Cabelka
Lois and Gayle Strickler

In Honor of Paul and Lori Carter
Beth Dutton

In Memory of Ruth Clark
Tom Carney
Elizabeth Schacht
Janet and Philip Schneider
Northland Neighborhood’s, Inc.
Kathy and Duane Koch
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Russ Warye, Patti Barnes and  
  Kathy Warye
John and Judy Gardner
Kim and Pat Coates
Henry and Mary Clark
Gary and Carol Dicks
Jan and T. Polk Davison
Kay and John Jensen
Dawn Blum

In Memory of Lloyd Cleven
Sondra McAllister

In Memory of Dorotha  
  Copeland Clark
Margot Goode

In Memory of Bill Fairbank
Frederick Eller

In Memory of Ric Frambach
Susan Frambach

In Memory of G. Wade Franck
Gregary Franck

In Memory of Sherry J. Glenn
Beth C. Wilson

In Memory of Hubert Green
Melissa Summers

In Memory of August Hageman
Richard and Alene Gates

In Memory of Craig Hawkins
Karen R. Hawkins

In Memory of John and  
  Hazel Hennessy
David and Joan Hennessy

In Memory of Susan  
  Herbrechtsmeier
Nancy and Paul Herbrechtsmeier

In Memory of Maisie Janssen
Catherine, Jim and Nora Dietz-Kilen

In Memory of Brice Charles  
  Janvrin

Diane and Bruce Janvrin

In Memory of Dick and Betty  
  Johnson
Rich and Bonnie McCaughey
In Memory of Marie Johnson
Paul Johnson

In Honor of Daniel E. Jones
Steven Kurtz and Valerie Jones

In Memory of Nancy Kurtz  
  Arkwright
Steve and Jen Arkwright

In Memory of Dolly Lein
Lowell H. Lein

In Honor of Mark Linchberger
Kevin Wiggins

In Memory of Sondra McAllister
Mr. Charles and Kathy Safris
Karen and Larry Taylor

In Honor of Jan Milroy
Jenny L. Joynt
Mr. Charles and Kathy Safris
Paul and Lori Carter
Kathleen Murrin

In Memory of Clarence  
  Mueterthies 
Richard Kallemeier

In Memory of Dr. William Murray
James D. and Eva Ann Elmer

In Memory of Laura M. Poresky
Dr. Michaeline Chance-Reay, Ph.D
Ginger and Michael O’Keefe
Catherine, Jim and Nora Dietz-Kilen
Randy and Kathy Ross
Jenny L. Joynt
Marcia L. Cohan
Janice and Leland Reitz
Cheryl Collins
Mr. Charles and Kathy Safris
Susan Wickham
Linda Johnson
Julie Hanson

David and Kathryn Fiser
Larry and Tracy Burgess
Joan Strickler
J.L. Mercer-Klimowski and  
  Kevin Klimowski
Linda Blair
Will iam R. and Karen V. Claypool
Paul and Lori Carter
Julie Plylar

In Memory of Fred Reynolds
Delores Reynolds

In Memory of Larry Scarpino
Kevin Wiggins

In Memory of Andrew “Sam”  
  Schmitz
Gene and Loa Dawn Vincent

In Memory of Bessie B. Van Cleve
James Van Cleve

In Memory of Steve Van  
  Houweling
Denise Gibson

In Memory of Nancy Wente
Dr. Tom and Vikki Morain

In Memory of Clyde and Phyllis  
  Wood
Lois and Gayle Strickler

In Memory of Russell G. Wright
Rick and Mary Harper

In Memory of Jo Yeates
John Deere
Robert Yeates
Virginia and Charles Rassieur
Wanda Buehler
Ruth Thornburg
Sandra Cozad
Carol Marner

In Memory of Rita Young
Cathy Kern
Gary and Deanna Ludwin and  
  Debra Kern
Linda Sellers



15Living History Farms / Annual Report

AMP
Atlantic Bottling
Blank Park Zoo
Children and Families of Iowa
ChildServe
Delta Dental of Iowa
DMACC
Drake University Head Start
Easter Seals
Greater Des Moines Botanical Garden
Iowa Agricultural Literacy Foundation
Iowa Egg Council

Iowa Food & Family Project
Iowa Orchard
Lutheran Services of Iowa
Machine Shed Restaurant
Mentor Iowa
Orchard Place
Revel Hotel
Science Center of Iowa
Urban Dreams
Youth Emergency Services and Shelter
YSS

COMMUNITY PARTNERS
The following organizations collaborated with LHF during 2020 to expand the cultural enrichment  
opportunities we provide the community.  We thank them for their partnership.
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MORE THAN $1 MILLION

Estate of Wayne Alwill

$500,000 AND ABOVE

W.T. and Edna M. Dahl Trust

$150,000 AND ABOVE

Mrs. Alice Murray
Estate of Beverly Jean Akers

$100,000 AND ABOVE

Winifred Murray Kelley
Mrs. Henry A. (I lo) Wallace
Gilbert & Joan Stanley Family

$75,000 AND ABOVE

Iowa Farm Bureau Federation

$60,000 AND ABOVE

Beulah Schluter
C. Robert and Babette C. Brenton
Dr. Stephen Smith

$30,000 AND ABOVE

Cultural Trust Endowment  
  Challenge Grant  
  (Iowa Department of  
  Cultural Affairs)
LeRoy Pratt Estate

$20,000 AND ABOVE

Verl McDaniel Estate 
Nancy M. Wente Estate

$15,000 AND ABOVE

Deirdre O’Neill
Selma N. Duvick

$10,000 AND ABOVE

Herbert Plambeck Estate
Daniel Cosgriff Trust

$7,500 AND ABOVE

Jean S. Hantz
Meier Bernstein Foundation

$5,000 AND ABOVE

Dr. M.E. Alberts
Patsy Cosgriff Trust
Joleen Fairbank
James A. Herriott
Lisa & Timothy Mullan
Chris and Liz Nelson

$2,500 AND ABOVE

The Bobenhouse-Lavender  
  Foundation
Robert and Mary Ann Fairbank
Robert and Darlene McLean
Peace, Charlie
Philip T. & Mary K. Riley Trust
Jerry & Angie Zenk

$1,000 AND ABOVE

Andrew and Christy Arends
David and Melinda Austin
Roger and Kimberly Ceilley
Holly & James Dierks
Flo and David Dietz
Ruth and Robert Haus
Janet Kremers
In honor of Dorothy H. Parry for  
  over 30 years of volunteering
Robert W. Pratt and Rose Mary  
  V. Pratt
The Charles Sil lstrop Family
Mack Teachout & Carolyn Gilbert 
Mike and Nancy Zoellner

$500 AND ABOVE

Thomas and Molly Conway
Dell LLC
John and Karen Fatino
Patricia Greteman
Stephanie Kapfer
Bob & Ann Kurtz
And one anonymous donor

ENDOWMENT
THE FUTURE OF LIVING HISTORY FARMS 

The following individuals and organizations have made generous endowment gifts, to ensure that this unique 
experiential museum is here for future generations and continues to provide unique cultural enrichment experi-
ences for our community and its visitors.
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$250 AND ABOVE

Timothy and Rhonda Arends
Ms. Patricia J. Beneke
Evelyn Parry Drummond
Robert and Peggy Harmon
Kelsey and Sean Knowles
The Lohmeyer & Wilk Families
Cozen O’Connor Attorneys
Kevin and Shannon Stuart
The Charles Sil ltrop Family
Virginia Wadsley
Carolyn Parry Weir

$100 AND ABOVE

Deena Bailey
Russell and Julie Baxley
Paul Belew
Cargill Friends of Sherry Glen Family
Catherine, Jim & Nora Dietz-Kilen
Nicholas L. Greteman
Mary E. & Ronald D. Hill iard
Iowa State University
Michelle Jolas
Cathann Kress
The John Kurtz Family
Sheila Kurtz-Robinson and Greg 
  Robinson
Brenda and Michael Marciniak
Eleanor Miley Shivers
Cynthia E. Morton and Rich Jacobs
Stephen A. Paris and Nancy A. Paris
Joshua L. Parry
Luke A. Parry
Zachary I. Parry
Patricia Patten
Melissa and Sean Pelletier
Eric and Catherine Peterson
Laurie Sil lstrop and John Damien
Margaret Sil ltrop
Nanette Stubbs
Mary and John Szymoniak
Bill Wright

$99 AND BELOW

Celene and Mike Anderson
Pamela Barton
Carol Broback
Russell E. Carlson, D.D.S.
Chuck’s Restaurant, Inc.

Margaret E. Clifford
Kristine L. Condon
Kris and Gregg Davison
Brenda and Dwight Dinkla
Jane B. Dohrmann and Donald D. 
  Anderson
Susan K. Dombroski
Melanie and Thomas Donahue
Maggie Ell iott
The Elston Family
Thomas and Nancy Ernst
Mary and Robert Fanter
John and Shaun Fay
Maureen and Michael Fay
Jay & Ann Fogarty Family
Will iam and Carol Fogarty
Luann Freund
Delores I. Glenn
Kathleen and Don Goodman
Beth Grabau
Ruth Hamilton
Craig and Kathryn Harris
C. and J. Hertel
T imothy and Judy Hilgenberg
Darryl and Carol Horsman
Mary Jo Jablonski
Margaret and Arba Johnson
Melanie and Joseph Kuehl
Mike and Jane LaMair
Linda and Lil l ian Leaton
Dave and Kelli Lemke
Catherine A. Lents
Margey and Jack Lipovac
Carolyn R. Lofton
Mary Kay Madsen
Colleen K. Mann and James C. Mann
John and Rhonda Marshall
Craig Martin
Julia Ann McCarty
Michael and Kathy McHenry
W.M. and D.M. McVicker
Chanel Meredith
Janet and Carl Metzger
Lisa and Andrew Miller
Robert C. Morlan
Nathan Morris
Jean Mountain
Mr. and Mrs. Jay Van Wert
Kristine M. Naeve
Jennifer Nellans
Ruth C. Owen

Bridget Penick
Paul and Linda Pinneo
Irene Roberts
Sheryl and John Rohlf
Joy M. Rouse
Judy M. Ruble
Michelle and Rick Rumelhart
Suanne M. Sandage
Connie and Kim Schmett

Meaghan Walsh Schneider and  
  Daniel Schneider
Dennis Schreck
Marci and Kevin Schreck
Greg and Pam Shearer
Elizabeth S. Siemers
Kay & Bill Simmons
Cindy and Cletus Steensen
Janeann Stout
Joyce and Larry Supernaw
Audrienne Swedlund
James P. Talley
Colleen and Roger Tallman
Kathy Thoreson
Polly Vallie
Catherine Vickroy
Mary and Richard Victor
Douglas A. Wells and Sarah R. Wells
Wells Fargo
Josephine S. White
James and Susan Willett
Dorothy Will iamson
Beth C. Wilson
Beth L. Woerner
Carla Wood
Kirby Wood
Colleen and Rich Wrage
And two anonymous donors
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LIVING HISTORY FARMS

VISION STATEMENT

Living History Farms will be a premiere destination for people to experience 

rural traditions and create memories.

MISSION STATEMENT

Living History Farms is an interactive outdoor history museum which  

educates, entertains, and connects people of all ages to Midwestern rural l ife  

experiences.

OBJECTIVES

Living History Farms seeks to enrich public understanding and to engage the 

public in consideration of the significance of past and present issues in  

agriculture and rural l ife.

Living History Farms seeks to re-create the daily routines of representative 

historical years by means of “living history” interpretation. To accomplish this, 

LHF constructs authentic simulations of typical historical farm sites and a small 

town from time periods that il lustrate major changes in agricultural  

technology, procedures, and rural l ife.

Living History Farms seeks to promote the history of agriculture and rural l ife 

through the enrichment of the educational curricula of preschool through  

college and adult education in both traditional and non-traditional settings.

The purpose of Living History Farms is to make the public aware of the  

significance of agriculture in the development of America. 

Living History Farms will present the changes that have occurred in farming 

methods, concepts, and technology and interpret the significance of those 

changes both in history and in modern life. By showing authentic models of 

farming, Living History Farms enables visitors to observe and participate in 

these processes and relate them to their l ives.

STRUCTURE

Living History Farms is a non-profit, 501(c)(3) historical, educational museum. 

LHF is a private non-profit. LHF is governed by a volunteer Board of Directors.

FUN FACTS

Since 1970, Living History Farms has enjoyed sharing its mission with more 

than 5 mill ion visitors.

Living History Farms is featured in the NY Times Bestseller, 1000 Places To See 

Before You Die in the US and Canada.

QUICK STATS

1970   Museum Opened

500+   Acres

3   Working Farms:  
   1700, 1850, 1900

47   Historic & Modern Buildings

6.5   Miles of Roads

19,000+  Artifacts

106,000+ Visitors, from 40 states

2,107   Member Households

4,659   Member Attendance

4,108   Students Served 

550   Donors 

31 FTE  Professional Staff

364   Volunteers 

$2.2 Mill ion Actual Operating Expense

$616,500 Fundraising Need

25%   Operating Budget from
   Fundraising


