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Telephone:  515-278-5286  *  Web Site:  www.lhf.org  

16 July 2019   
 

To:  Parents, Grandparents, and Guardians of day camp participants 

From:  Daniel E. Jones, Education Director 
  Christa Kirsch-Paulson, Day Camp Manager 

RE:  The heat and Living History Farms’ day camp 

Summer is upon us, and all of us are aware of the heat wave that will be affecting Iowa for the next few days. 
Be assured that we take the safety of your camper very seriously. We wish to share with you the following 
steps that we are taking in order to keep your campers safe.  
 

How you can help: Make sure your campers… 
❖ Wear loose clothing.  And wear a hat that shades their face. 
❖ Have sunscreen applied by you when they are dropped off.  You may leave sunscreen with the camper.  

Our counselors will remind campers to apply sunscreen, but are not allowed to put sunscreen on youth. 
❖ Bring a full water bottle.  Plenty of drinking fountains are scattered around Living History Farms where 

we will encourage a camper to get a drink and to refill their water bottle. 
 

Steps we have incorporated into camp: 
❖ Regular restroom and drink breaks in air conditioned buildings, with reminders to the campers to drink 
❖ Eating lunch in air conditioned buildings 
❖ Doing crafts and playing games as much as possible in the shade 
❖ Incorporating visits to other air conditioned buildings, such as the Henry Wallace Exhibit Center, the 

Church of the Land, and the Flynn Mansion 
❖ Playing more water games 
❖ Extending creek walks, and/or visiting the creek more than once a week 
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact one of us at the following numbers: 
❖ Christa Kirsch – Paulson, Day Camp Manager, 515-278-5286 ext. 138.   
❖ Daniel Jones, Education Director, 515-278-5286 ext. 157 
 
In its 40+ years of offering summer camp, Living History Farms has experienced a wide range of weather: 
❖ 1988 – 14 days in a row of 100+ degree heat that caused the creek to dry up 
❖ 1993 – flooding in central Iowa that closed the museum for 3 days 
❖ May 2013 – 6 inches of snow on May 2 
 
THANKS for sending your youth to camp at Living History Farms!  We know that you and your children have 
many options for summer activities, and we are glad that you chose summer camp at Living History Farms.  
Many of you have sent your children to camp several times over the years, and we thank you for that.  
 
And help us make the day camp experience better!  At the end of the week of camp, you will receive an 
invitation to take an on-line survey.  Please take a few minutes to complete that and provide us with feedback.  
Summer 2020 will mark the 45th year of the day camp program at Living History Farms.   
 
 

http://www.lhf.org/

