The Summer Bison Hunt
Have you taken a summer trip with your family?
Imagine leaving your home, walking for days
carrying all your camping gear, living in a tent
with your whole family out in the big outdoors!
Sound like an amazing summer trip? That's how
an Ioway child might have spent the summer in
the year 1700! This family trip wasn't just for
fun. This summer camping trip was a hunt that
helped to feed everyone for the rest of the year! What animals were the Ioway
going out to look for? In the 1700s, large buﬀalo herds moved from place to
place across Iowa's prairies. These bison could give the Ioway people lots of
things they needed‐‐meat to eat, skins and fur to make clothing and covers, and
bones for tool‐making. The Ioway couldn't go to the store to buy buﬀalo though.
Hun ng the buﬀalo made up a summer project for the whole family!
Hot summer days were the perfect me for hun ng
buﬀalo. By July, Ioway families did not have to weed
their gardens every day; plants were tall enough to take
care of themselves. The Ioway could leave the gardens
and go hun ng. Everyone helped get ready for the
hun ng trip. Men made tools and arrow points. Women
and children packed the things the family would need
into baskets. The baskets were loaded onto a kind of
sled, called a travois, made of long poles and hides. The
family could pull the travois from one place to another
with all their baskets. Leaving their bark lodges, the
Ioway moved out onto the prairies to look for buﬀalo
herds. When the family stopped to camp, the long poles and hides of the travois
were set up into a pi lodge. The Ioway word for pi is chibóthraje. Ioway
women and children would set up the chibóthraje camp and Ioway men would
go out to hunt buﬀalo.

Before Europeans brought horses, Ioway men hunted buﬀalo
on foot. They worked together to hunt the animals with
bows and arrows. It was dangerous work and many men
were needed to take down such large animals. All the
hunters in the group would share in a successful hunt, taking
some of the buﬀalo back to the camp for their family.
Women and children would help to cut the meat into pieces,
drying it so it wouldn't spoil. Hides and bones were cut up
into smaller pieces to take back to the villages. The end of
the hunt came around early to mid‐August. The villagers would return with a
supply of meat, clothing, bone tools, and other items.
When they returned to their bark lodge
village, there was o en a community
celebra on! Ioway families would pick the
ﬁrst of their corn to roast and eat "green"‐
fresh, just as we eat sweet corn today. Meat
from the hunt could be roasted over the ﬁre
and wild fruits picked for special treats. Think
of end of summer picnics today! The Ioway
celebrated their harvest and hunt with feasts for the whole community.
Everyone shared in the work and everyone shared in the fun!
Visit the museum as we head into August and
the beginning of our own harvest season. The
Ioway Farm will be pu ng up their own
chibóthraje and celebra ng a good season
with food roasted over the ﬁre. The 1850
Pioneers are harves ng their wheat and
looking forward to corn and squash picking in
October. At 1900 Farm, oats are cut in the
ﬁeld and tomatoes and other veggies are coming out of the garden! All of the
farmers at Living History Farms work together to get work done at this me of
year!

LHF Kids Club Events
Don't miss our next LHF Kids' Club Ac vity Spot! These are hands‐on ac vi es for
LHF Kids Club members at Living History Farms sites. Bring your LHF Kids Club
passport and get a stamp for joining in on the ac vity! At the end of the season

in October, kids with a completed passport can exchange their
passports for a special prize in the Marketplace Museum
Store! Download your passport

On Saturday August 12, join us on the front lawn of the Flynn
Mansion to play Victorian party games, such as graces and
badminton. Games will be available throughout the day from
10am‐3pm.
Can't make it on the scheduled ac vity day? Stop in to the
MarketPlace Museum Store any me during the month to get
a stamp in your passport.

History Detectives

Clue #1

Clue #2

Clue #3

Good detec ves pay a en on to small things. They look around and use their
eyes to explore every detail. In this newsle er, we're exploring the 1700 Ioway
Farm. Visit the farm this summer and see if you can ﬁnd these small parts in the
big places they came from!

Try this: 1700s Ioway Family Stew
With an adult's help you can make a stew to feed a whole community!
Pumpkin, Corn and Syrup Stew

Couple handfuls of fresh or dried corn
(or one can of corn)
Broken up pieces of dried squash or
pumpkin (small chunks of fresh
pumpkin, acorn, or bu ernut squash
work too!)
Maple syrup (a couple good squirts or a
tablespoon or so should be enough)
Put everything in pot, add enough water to cover everything well (more water
gives you a soup and less water gives you a stew), hang over ﬁre (or medium
heat on stove), and let cook for a couple hours (it is ready when the corn and
squash are so ). Eat when you are hungry.
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Coloring Contest
Download this month's printable
coloring sheet, color it in, and bring it
with you on your next visit or send it
in the mail to be entered into a

drawing for a gi cer ﬁcate to the
MarketPlace Museum Store!
Next me you visit Living History
Farms, you might see your picture
decora ng the windows of the store!
Drawing will be held on August 25,
2017.
Download your coloring sheet
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