The Community Center!
In 2017, Living History Farms has been
thinking about what it was like to be part of a
community a long me ago. A community is a
group of people who live near each other or
who have something in common. People
living in a community help each other. They
solve problems together; they also share
things and have fun together! The 1875 town
of Walnut Hill would have been a community of farmers and shopkeepers.
Farmers depended on stores and shops to buy things they needed. Shop
keepers gave farmers places to sell things they grew on their farm. Towns were
also a community place for farm families to meet and have fun. The
schoolhouse was a great place for farming families and towns people to get
together. In fact, the school was o en the center of the community! Kids went
to school for lessons in reading and wri ng and math during the day. Grown‐ups
used the school in the evenings for mee ngs and clubs and lectures. On
weekends, par es and plays and lectures were held there too!
In 1875, Iowa kids growing up on farms and in
very small towns o en went to a school
house with just one room. All of the grades
studied in the same room together and
everyone had the same teacher. The older
children could help the younger children learn
their lessons. Younger students learned to
work quietly in their seats while the teacher
heard older students recite. Everyone played
together at lunch and at recess. The school was very much a community of kids
helping each other.

When the kids went home, these school
rooms could be used for grown‐ups. Even
adults like to learn and a special teacher could
hold classes at the school at night for grown‐
ups to learn how to draw or to write very
well. People who had visited faraway places
or were famous for doing interes ng things
gave lectures at the schoolhouse about their
adventures. Adults also had more serious events like elec ons and town hall
mee ngs at the local schoolhouse. On one evening, people might meet at the
schoolhouse to listen to the mayor talk or meet with their poli cal par es. On
another evening, ladies might meet at the schoolhouse to sew a quilt or
clothing for other people in need.
Besides serious mee ngs, families met at the
school for fun things as well! The schoolhouse
was a community center. At the end of the
school year, students held a program or recital
at the school for their parents. They would
recite poems and show oﬀ their math skills on
the blackboard. Adults formed clubs and held
sociable par es at the school. Men and
women might meet at the schoolhouse together for a singing club or a debate
society. Holiday programs and games brought the community together, all in
one room!
Visit the one room schoolhouse this fall at Living History
Farms. When you sit in the desks, think about the school
in your community! How is it diﬀerent? How is it the
same? Did you know that it is probably s ll used for lots
of things in 2017? People s ll visit the local school for
events and recitals and basketball games and band
concerts and club mee ngs! Many people s ll vote at
their local schoolhouse. Then and now, a schoolhouse is
a community center!

LHF Kids Club Events
Don't miss our next LHF Kids' Club Ac vity Spots! These are hands‐on ac vi es
for LHF Kids Club members at Living History Farms sites. Bring your LHF Kids Club

passport and get a stamp for joining in on the ac vity! At the
end of the season in October, kids with a completed passport
can exchange their passports for a special prize in the
Marketplace Museum Store! Download your passport

On September 9, make sure to stop in the Drug Store to
explore some great harvest baking spices!
Visit the Advocate Print Shop on Saturday, October 7
and print a harvest print project on the proof press!
Can't make it on a scheduled ac vity day? Stop in to the
MarketPlace Museum Store any me during the month to get a stamp in your
passport.

History Detectives

Clue #1

Clue #2

Clue #3

Good detec ves pay a en on. What can inves ga ng eyes discover? In this
newsle er, we celebrated community events at the schoolhouse. Visit the
Farms this fall and see if you can ﬁnd these small parts in the big places they
came from!

Try this: Victorian Math Problems
Students in 1875 could do math problems in their head and on the blackboard.
Can you solve these math problems from Rays' New Prac cal Arithme c Book of
1876?

January has 31 days, February 28 days,
March 31 days, April 30 days, and May
31 days. How many days are there in
these ﬁve months?
General Washington was born in the
year 1732 and lived 67 years. In what
year did he die?
A carriage cost $173 and a horse cost
$65. How much more than the horse does the carriage cost?
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Coloring Contest
Download this month's printable
coloring sheet, color it in, and bring it
with you on your next visit or send it
in the mail to be entered into a
drawing for a gi cer ﬁcate to the
MarketPlace Museum Store!

Next me you visit Living History
Farms, you might see your picture
decora ng the windows of the store!
Drawing will be held on September
22, 2017.

Download your coloring sheet
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